STATE OF MAINE
ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION
SENATE ADVANCED JOURNAL AND CALENDAR

Friday, May 10, 2024
SUPPLEMENT NO. 10
PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE
Joint Resolutions

(1-1) The following Joint Resolution:
H.P. 1483

JOINT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING MAY 6 TO MAY 12, 2024
AS NATIONAL NURSES WEEK

WHEREAS, the nearly 5,200,000 registered nurses in the United States constitute our
nation’s largest health care profession; and

WHEREAS, the depth and breadth of the registered nursing profession meet the different
and emerging health care needs of our nation’s population in a wide range of settings; and

WHEREAS, the American Nurses Association, as the voice for the registered nurses of
our nation, is working to chart a new course for a healthy nation that relies on increasing delivery
of primary and preventive health care; and

WHEREAS, a renewed emphasis on primary and preventive health care will require
better utilization of all of our nation’s registered nursing resources; and

WHEREAS, professional nursing has been demonstrated to be an indispensable
component of the safety and quality of care of hospitalized patients; and

WHEREAS, the demand for registered nursing services will be greater than ever as our
nation continues to grapple with the long-term effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, an aging
population, the continuing expansion of life-sustaining technologies and the explosive growth of
home health care services; and

WHEREAS, more qualified registered nurses will be needed in the future to meet the
increasingly complex needs of health care consumers in the State; and

WHEREAS, the cost-effective, safe and high-quality health care services provided by
registered nurses will be an increasingly important component of the national health care
delivery system in the future; and

WHEREAS, along with the American Nurses Association, the American Nurses
Association — Maine has declared May 6 to May 12, 2024 as National Nurses Week, with the
theme “Nurses Make the Difference” to honor the variety of roles that nurses play in the lives of
their patients. Registered nurses make a difference as trusted advocates to ensure that patients,
their families and their communities receive safe and high-quality care; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Legislature
now assembled in the Second Regular Session, recognize May 6 to May 12, 2024 as National
Nurses Week to celebrate registered nurses’ accomplishments and efforts to improve our health
care system and show our appreciation for the nation’s registered nurses not just during this
week but at every opportunity throughout the year and ask that all residents of this State join in
honoring the registered nurses who care for all of us.

Comes from the House, READ and ADOPTED.
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(1-2) The following Joint Resolution:
H.P. 1485

JOINT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING JUNE 17, 2024
AS JAMES WELDON JOHNSON DAY

WHEREAS, James Weldon Johnson was a novelist and poet, songwriter, educator,
attorney, journalist, diplomat and civil rights leader; and

WHEREAS, Johnson began his career as an educator in rural Georgia, where he taught
the descendants of former slaves and eventually became principal of Stanton, a school for
African American students, where he was paid half of what white colleagues were paid; and

WHEREAS, while working as a teacher, he studied law, becoming the first African
American to be admitted to the Florida Bar since Reconstruction; and

WHEREAS, Johnson’s gifts in poetry and music led him to join his younger brother’s
popular music trio in New York City in 1901, where he helped to write many of their songs; and

WHEREAS, Johnson entered the United States Consular Service in 1906 and served for 7
years as a diplomat, beginning in Puerto Cabello, Venezuela, and then in 1909 taking a post in
Corinto, Nicaragua, where he successfully navigated an attempt to overthrow the Nicaraguan
government through skilled negotiation; and

WHEREAS, Johnson became the first African American professor to be hired at New
York University in 1934, and he later served as a professor of creative literature and writing at
Fisk University, a historically Black university; and

WHEREAS, Johnson was involved with the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, NAACP, from 1916 through the end of his life, serving as field secretary,
executive secretary and as a vice president, helping to lead the fight against racial discrimination,
segregation, violence and lynching; and

WHEREAS, Johnson became a key artistic figure in the Harlem Renaissance in the
1920s, continuing to publish notable collections of poems and spirituals, and is known in
particular for writing the lyrics to “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” which he wrote to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation and which became known as the Black
National Anthem due to its enormous importance to African Americans; and

WHEREAS, in 1938, Johnson’s life was cut short when he and his wife, Grace Nail
Johnson, were returning from visiting a friend on Islesboro to their home in Florida and their car
was struck by a train in Wiscasset, killing him and grievously injuring his wife; and

WHEREAS, following his death, his wife donated her husband’s papers to the Yale
University Library and helped to establish the James Weldon Johnson Memorial Collection of
African American Arts and Letters in the Yale Collection of American Literature, which joins
other national commemorative landmarks and institutes; and

WHEREAS, in the 130th Legislature, June 17th was designated as James Weldon
Johnson Day, a result of a joint effort of those in his home state of Florida and the State of
Maine; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Legislature
now assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this
opportunity to recognize June 17, 2024 as James Weldon Johnson Day and to honor his
remarkable achievements and his ongoing commitment to racial equity and progress.

Comes from the House, READ and ADOPTED.
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(1-3) The following Joint Resolution:
H.P. 1486

JOINT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE THE OBSERVANCE
OF JUNETEENTH ON JUNE 19, 2024

WHEREAS, for 157 years, Juneteenth National Freedom Day, also known as
Emancipation Day, Emancipation Celebration, Freedom Day, Juneteenth Independence Day and
Juneteenth, has been one of the most recognized African-American holiday observances in the
United States; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth commemorates the day freedom was proclaimed to all slaves in
the South by Union General Gordon Granger, on June 19, 1865 in Galveston, Texas, more than 2
1/2 years after the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth commemorates the determination of the first people from Africa,
approximately 11,500,000 of whom survived the awful voyages across the Atlantic and who
were brought to this country and enslaved in chattel slavery and whose descendants served as
slaves for 200 years before the horrific institution of chattel slavery was abolished; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating the end of
chattel slavery in the United States; and

WHEREAS, over 130 years after the Emancipation Proclamation and after years of
informal annual celebration, Juneteenth was declared a federal holiday in 2021 by the President
of the United States and the United States Congress; and

WHEREAS, “Until All are Free, None are Free” is an oft-repeated maxim that can be
used to highlight the significance of the end of the era of chattel slavery in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth became an official state holiday in Maine in 2022; and

WHEREAS, it is important to recognize the historical significance of Juneteenth in order
to advance racial equity, human dignity and justice; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Legislature
now assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, recognize
the observance of Juneteenth on June 19, 2024, and encourage people in our State to participate
in Juneteenth observances.

Comes from the House, READ and ADOPTED.
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(1-4) The following Joint Resolution:
H.P. 1489

JOINT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING MAY 2024
AS MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS, the mental health and well-being of all children, youth, adults and families
in the State are of fundamental importance to the Legislature; and

WHEREAS, since 1999, the national suicide rate has increased more than 36%, with
more than 13.2 million individuals experiencing suicidal thoughts and 1.6 million individuals
attempting suicide annually in the United States; and

WHEREAS, over 49,000 people died by suicide in 2022, which is about one death every
11 minutes; and

WHEREAS, suicide, opioid misuse and addiction and children’s mental health issues are
areas of concern in the State; and

WHEREAS, there are approximately 61,000 adults in the State who are living with a
serious mental illness, including, but not limited to, bipolar disorder, severe depression and
schizophrenia, and 14,000 children 12 to 17 years of age in the State have depression; and

WHEREAS, over 260,000 people in the State live in a community that does not have
enough mental health professionals; and

WHEREAS, the effective treatment of mental health conditions is critical to reducing the
number of individuals and families who find themselves in mental health crises, to breaking
individual and generational cycles of mental illness and to promoting healing; and

WHEREAS, recovery from a mental illness requires access to professional services and
involves families and caregivers as allies in recovery and as critical members of the care delivery
team; and

WHEREAS, maintaining an open dialogue regarding mental health conditions
encourages individuals struggling with mental illness to seek help and is an essential component
to fighting the stigma associated with mental illness; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Legislature
now assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this
opportunity to recognize May 2024 as Mental Health Awareness Month in order to raise
awareness of mental health conditions and services and to break the stigma surrounding mental
illness in the State.

Comes from the House, READ and ADOPTED.
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(1-5) The following Joint Resolution:
H.P. 1490

JOINT RESOLUTION DESIGNATING MAY 2024
AS AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also known as ALS, is a progressive
neurodegenerative disease that affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal cord; and

WHEREAS, the life expectancy for an individual with ALS is between 2 and 5 years
after the date on which the individual receives an ALS diagnosis; and

WHEREAS, ALS occurs throughout the world with no racial, ethnic, gender or
socioeconomic boundaries; and

WHEREAS, the 2 different types of ALS are sporadic ALS and familial ALS; and

WHEREAS, sporadic ALS is the most common form of motor neuron disease in the
United States, accounts for between 90% and 95% of all cases of ALS in the United States and
may affect any individual in any location; and

WHEREAS, familial ALS, also known as FALS, is inherited and accounts for between
5% and 10% of all cases of ALS in the United States; and

WHEREAS, there is a 50% chance that each of the offspring of an individual with
familial ALS will inherit the gene mutation for familial ALS and develop the disease; and

WHEREAS, the onset of ALS often involves muscle weakness or stiffness, and the
progression of ALS results in the further weakening, wasting and paralysis of the muscles of the
limbs and trunk and the muscles that control vital functions, including speech, swallowing and
breathing; and

WHEREAS, on average, the period between the date on which an individual first
experiences symptoms of ALS and the date on which the individual is diagnosed with ALS is
about one year; and

WHEREAS, ALS can strike individuals of any age but predominantly strikes adults, and
it is estimated that tens of thousands of individuals in the United States have ALS at any given
time; and

WHEREAS, based on studies of the population of the United States, slightly more than
5,600 individuals in the United States are diagnosed with ALS each year, and 15 individuals in
the United States are diagnosed with ALS each day; and

WHEREAS, the majority of individuals with ALS die of respiratory failure; and

WHEREAS, a military veteran is approximately twice as likely to be diagnosed with
ALS as is a member of the general public in the United States; and

WHEREAS, as of the date of introduction of this resolution, there is no cure for ALS;
and

WHEREAS, the spouses, children and other family members of individuals living with
ALS provide support to those individuals with love, day-to-day care and more; and

WHEREAS, an individual with ALS, and the caregivers of such an individual, can be
required to bear significant costs for medical care, equipment and home health care services for
the individual as the disease progresses; now, therefore, be it
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RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Legislature
now assembled in the Second Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this
opportunity to recognize May 2024 as Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Awareness Month. We
affirm the dedication of the Legislature to helping to work toward securing cures and better
treatments for ALS, recognize the challenges that individuals with ALS face on a daily basis and
commend the dedication of the family members, friends, organizations, volunteers, researchers
and caregivers across the United States who are working to improve the quality and length of life
of persons with ALS.

Comes from the House, READ and ADOPTED.




