To: Members of the Veterans and Legal Affairs Committee

Fr: John M. Jemison, Jr.

Re: L.D. 1242, AN ACT TO ENSURE APPROPRIATE OVERSIGHT OF MAINE'S MEDICAL
MARIJUANA PROGRAM

Thank you for the chance to provide my support for Representative William’s bill, L.D. 1242,
with regard to the following:

Before adopting or amending rules governing the medical use of marijuana, the department
must establish a process to include caregivers, registered caregivers and patients and physicians
and certified nurse practitioners with significant knowledge and experience certifying patients
under the laws governing the medical use of marijuana in the development of these rules or
amendments and must consult with caregivers, registered caregivers, patients, physicians and
certified nurse practitioners.

I am an Extension Professor at the University of Maine and a volunteer member of the
Seed2Health learning health alliance. | am a resident of Orono Maine. | am actively involved in
applied research to support the resinous hemp industry by conducting field research in weed
management and soil fertility practices. | teach classes and educational programs on CBD hemp
and a cannabis short course for the School of Food and Ag for work-force development.

I am a medical cannabis card holder. | have used both high and low THC cannabis for many
years. | have an unusual medical condition called migralepsy which is a cross condition
between migraines headaches and a seizure disorder. | have chronic pain in my lower back and
in my right knee due to an injury in the 1990’s. | have been told it will likely have to be replaced
in a year or two. As aresult, | grow and use resinous hemp to treat my migralepsy condition
and high THC cannabis at night to help me sleep. | use acupuncture, quality diet, gentle
exercise like walking and osteopathic manipulation along with cannabis to improve my health. |
do not currently work with a caregiver because | grow my own plants and make my own
medications. My wonderful primary care physician does not understand the plant (not an
unusual occurrence); so, | use the Cannacare Docs of Maine to maintain my card. My regular
use of CBD has helped keep me seizure free now for more than a decade. | support plant-based
medicine both as a stand-alone medical approach and as a compliment to traditional western
medicine.

| understand the state’s desire to improve medical cannabis production standards. But, our
medical program has been a model for other states. In 2019 the industry brought in over $120
million into the state in tax revenue. The system proposed by OMP would kill the industry as
has happened in a few legal adult use states and drive registered growers out of business.
Most medical growers produce using good sustainable agricultural practices. They have



experience; they know the plant is not easy to grow well, and they use their knowledge of
integrated pest management to produce quality medicine for their patients and for the
dispensaries. | would enjoy working with a team to develop training materials to help growers
learn and understand what these best practices are to prevent pest issues, and if/when
problems do happen in a grow facility, what products growers can use that would not violate
pesticide labels. Product selection and timing during plant development is critically important,
and | would enjoy the opportunity to use my 20 years of working with the Board of Pesticides
Control and my 30 years of Extension experience to voluntarily help craft integrated crop
management practices as this is what | teach in my class.

What is the heart of the issue? We are growing plants in a setting where it is essentially always
summer. There are never freezing temperatures to kill pests. Cannabis is currently classified
federally as a Schedule 1 drug, and as such no pesticides are federally registered for its use. |
teach my students that the first step to pest management is exclusion/prevention. We at
Seed2Health are ready to help OMP design strategies to prevent pest issues. But again,
sometimes problems happen. The Board of Pesticides Control in an effort to not promote
pesticide products or make pesticide recommendations (not in their purview) developed a flow
chart to help growers identify products which they could use. But that is limiting and difficult to
follow. So, | have begun to go through and identify, using the flow chart, products registered
both federally and in Maine which could be used without violating the label (a draft of the table
is included at the end of my testimony).

While | am sure there are likely ways to improve the medical cannabis industry, these changes
should be developed in concert with growers, not by a consulting firm. Why not try to establish
educational programs and educate growers on best practices instead of onerous rules that
make growers feel like they are being surveilled or breaking the law doing what they have done
well for years. One change | would suggest would be to keep the total number of flowering
plants that a card holder can grow remain the same but allow a larger number of immature
non-flowering plants. If you grow cannabis from seed, you can’t know that plant is female until
the plant begins to show sex in late July or early August, and by then, most of those plants
exceed the size allowed by the state. If the goal is to limit production by the resident, this is a
more effective way to do this. As plants have different cannabinoid, terpene, and flavonoid
profiles, this would allow the card holder to have a diverse profile of products to help with pain
management.

My request is that OMP allow Seed2Health, Maine Craft Cannabis and other caregivers
interested in the plant and the industry the chance to volunteer to help develop rules that work
for this industry and not effectively end it. | appreciate your time.

Thank you,

%&M %Wm, 94/

John Jemison



Table 1. Draft list of various products that meet the Board of Pesticides Control criteria for use

on cannabis.
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Product Name

Azasol WSP

Azadirect

Aza-Max

AzaMax

Eco-zin Plus 1.2

Stargus

Double Nickel 55 BioF
DOUBLE NICKEL LC BIOFUNGICIDE
lifequard wg
Companion liquid Bfung
Serenade - garden
Grandevo CG

Soil Guard

Spear-T

Spear - LEP
Zerotol-HC
Carb-o-nater

Millstop SP Foliar Fung
Ecosense Ins. Soap (DES-X)
m-pede

howler

tomato and veg conc
Regalia BF

Regalia CG BioFung.
MYCOTROL ESO
MYCOTROL WPO

Epa-Reg #
81899-4-74578
71908-1-10163
91865-4
71908-1-81268
5481-559
84059-28
70051-108
70051-107
70051-119
71065-3
264-1152
84059-27
70051-3
88847-6
88847-6
70299-16
70051-117
68539-13
67702-22-70051
10163-324
91197-3
67702-17-4
84059-3

84059-3

82074-1

82074-2

BOTEGHA ES EMULSIFIABLE SUSPENSIC 82074-1
BOTANIGARD ES (MYCOINSECTICIDE)  82074-1

Sil-matrix-LC

Crymax Bioinsecticide

Gnatrol WDG
Prevasyn
Exile
DEFGUARD
Gemstar - LC
Ecoworks
Bioceres WP
Venerate

70051-127

70051-86

73049-56
91865-1
91865-2
91865-3
70051-45
89152-4
89600-2
84059-14

Company

D
Active

signal word All plants

Arbor Jet Azadiractin caution "such as"
Gowan Azadiractin caution yes ...

Gen. Hydropor Azadiractin Caution hemp

PARRY AMERICA INC. hemp

Amvac Chem Azadiractin caution "all plants"
Marrone Bacillus amy Caution ~ hemp ***

Certis Bacillus amy Caution ~ hemp ***

Certis Bacillus amy Caution ~ hemp ***

Certis Bacillus myc. Caution ~ hemp supplemental
Growth Produc Bacillus subt caution all flowering
agraquest inc. Bacillus subt caution yes p.41

marrone chromobact. caution yes - non blooming
Certis Gliocladium caution yes

Vesteron spider venon caution Yes - hemp
Vesteron spider venon Caution  yes - hemp
biosafe h202 fungi. Danger yes (all plant surf)
certis potassium b caution hemp ***
Bioworks potassium b caution all woody/herb. Orn
Certis potassium b warning  flowering plants
gowan potassium lewarning  flowering plants
AFS009 PP Pseud 2 caution icide
bonide S-pyrethrin caution insecticide
marrone Reynoutria caution hemp

marrone Reynoutria caution hemp

Lam inter. Beauvaria CAUTION  hemp

Lam inter. Beauvaria CAUTION  hemp

Lam inter. Beauvaria CAUTION  hemp

Lam inter. Beauvaria CAUTION  hemp

Certis USA - LL potassium si CAUTION  hemp

Certis USA - caution  hemp

Lc Bt

Gardens Caution  plants Including
alive Bt

Gen Hydrop  oils resins  Warning hemp

Gen Hydrop  Ksalts - FA' Warning hemp

GENERAL HYDROPONICS ~ Caution

Certis

insectidal vir Caution

Ecostadt tech Bot-IMNF  Caution

Anatis Biopro Beauvaria

Marrone

CAUTION
Burkolderia caution

yes and hemp
hemp not THC C
hemp

hemp

all flower

Indoor Use Registered in ME Ok Tobacco OMRI

yes
yes

yes yes yes
yes yes yes
yes NM yes
yes NM yes
yes NM yes
yes yes yes
yes Yes Yes
yes Yes Yes
yes yes yes
yes nm nm
yes yes yes
yes yes yes
yes - BF No yes
Yes - Bl yes no

yes - B-IM yes no

yes - Fung nm no

yes yes yes
Yes - Fungicide yes no

yes - insecticides yes yes
yes - IMF es yes
Yes - Fungicide |yes aves
Yes - insecticide no no

Yes - biofungicide yes yes
Yes - biofungicide yes yes

Yes -miticide insect
Yes -miticide insect
Yes -miticide insect
Yes -miticide insect
Yes - F-M-1

yes- bioinsecticide

yes - insecticide nm nm
Yes - repellent insect.

Yes - IFM

yes yes yes
yes - Insectidal virus

yes- botanical IMI yes yes
yes no no
yes yes yes

Not Prohibited
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