
• Major registration violation affecting public safety means an intentional, 

willful or reckless violation of this chapter or the rules promulgated pursuant to 

this chapter, that jeopardizes public safety, by a registered caregiver, dispensary 

or manufacturing facility or an assistant of a registered caregiver, dispensary or 

manufacturing facility. 

• Major registration violation means an intentional, willful or reckless 

violation of this chapter or the rules promulgated pursuant to this chapter, or a 

repeat pattern of minor registration violations, by a registered caregiver, 

dispensary or manufacturing facility or an assistant of a registered caregiver, 

dispensary or manufacturing facility. 

• Minor registration violation means a knowing or negligent violation of this 

chapter or the rules promulgated pursuant to this chapter by a registered 

caregiver, dispensary or manufacturing facility or an assistant of a registered 

caregiver, dispensary or manufacturing facility. 

 

The following are examples of major license violations affecting public safety, major 

license violations and minor license violations included in 18-691 CMR, ch. 1, Adult Use 

Marijuana Program Rule: 

     12.2 – Administrative Monetary Penalties  

A monetary penalty imposed by the Department on a licensee pursuant to this subchapter may not exceed $100,000 

per license violation. Penalties to be imposed on a licensee based upon specific categories of unauthorized conduct 

by the licensee, including major and minor license violations, as follows: 

A. Not more than $100,000 per major license violation affecting public safety 

B. Not more than $50,000 per other major license violation; and 

C. Not more than $10,000 per minor license violation. 

      

12.2.1 Major License Violations Affecting Public Safety 

A. The Department may impose a fine of up to $100,000 for each major license violation affecting public 

safety. 

B. Such violations include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Intentionally or recklessly selling marijuana or marijuana products containing any other federally 

controlled substance, including but not limited to opioids, stimulants or hallucinogens; 

(2) Intentionally or recklessly using prohibited agricultural chemicals that pose a threat to public 

health and concealing their use from the Department, other licensees or consumers; 

(3) Engaging in a deliberate pattern of 2 or more instances of marketing or selling marijuana plants, 

marijuana or marijuana products to individuals who are younger than 21 years old; 

(4) Intentionally destroying, damaging, altering, removing or concealing potential evidence of a 

violation under this subsection, attempting to do so or asking or encouraging another person to do 

so; 

(5) Misleading the Department for the purposes of involving a person with a disqualifying drug 

offense in the operation of a marijuana establishment; 

(6) Knowingly diverting marijuana or marijuana products to the illicit market; 

(7) Three or more instances of a licensee failing to have on the premises, at all times during the hours 

of operation and periods of apparent activity, an individual identification card holder who is 

authorized to allow and cooperate with Department requests to inspect the premises; 



(8) Two or more instances of a licensee refusing to permit the Department to inspect the premises 

during hours of operation or periods of apparent activity;  

(9) Intentionally tampering with or interfering with mandatory testing processes, including sample 

collection, or the auditing thereof; or 

(10) Other conduct that shows willful or reckless disregard for health and safety.  

      

12.2.2 Major License Violations 

A. The Department may impose a fine of up to $50,000 for each other major license violation. 

B.  Such violations include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Deliberately making a false statement to the Department, the Maine Revenue Service, the Maine 

Land Use Planning Commission, or any law enforcement officer for the purpose of evading 

responsibility for any requirements of Titles 28-B or 36 of the Maine Revised Statutes, this Rule, 

or the license; 

(2) Deliberately purchasing marijuana plants, marijuana or marijuana products from out of state or 

outside of the licensed and tracked adult use system;  

(3) Engaging in a pattern of reporting adult use marijuana plants, marijuana or marijuana products as 

medical marijuana for the purposes of avoiding taxation or regulation; 

(4) Selling marijuana plants, marijuana or marijuana products to anyone under the age of 18 by failing 

to take all necessary steps to verify age; 

(5) Allowing any individual under the age of 21 to engage in any marijuana-related activity. 

(6) Engaging in a pattern of selling or transferring marijuana plants, marijuana or marijuana products 

outside of the tracking system; 

(7) Supporting, facilitating or willfully or recklessly ignoring suspicious purchasing patterns that 

suggest a customer is in possession of illegal amounts of marijuana plants, marijuana or marijuana 

products or is diverting marijuana or marijuana products them to persons under 21 years of age or 

out of state; 

(8) Engaging in a deliberate pattern of minor license violations; 

(9) Intentionally destroying, damaging, altering, removing or concealing potential evidence of a 

violation that does not threaten public safety, attempting to do so or asking or encouraging another 

person to do so;  

(10) Two instances of a licensee failing to have on the premises, at all times during the hours of 

operation and periods of apparent activity, an individual identification card holder who is 

authorized to allow and cooperate with Department requests to inspect the premises; 

(11) Refusal to permit the Department to inspect the premises during hours of operation or periods of 

apparent activity; and 

(12) Other conduct that shows a pattern of willful or reckless disregard for the tracking system 

requirements, sales tax obligations, excise tax obligations, mandatory testing obligations, facility 

requirements or other provisions of 28-B MRS, 36 MRS, this Rule or other laws or rules. 

      

12.2.3 Minor License Violations 

A. The Department may impose a fine of up to $10,000 for each minor license violation. 
B. Such violations include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Knowingly buying, selling, transferring or receiving any marijuana, marijuana plant or marijuana 

product that was illegally entered into the tracking system; 
(2) Allowing anyone without a valid individual identification card to engage in any marijuana-related 

activity; 
(3) Selling marijuana plants, marijuana or marijuana products to anyone under the age of 21, but over 

the age of 18, by failing to take all necessary steps to verify age; 
(4) Misrepresenting any marijuana product to a consumer, licensee or the public, including: 

(a) Its contents; 
(b) Its testing results; or 
(c) Its potency.  



(5) Making representations or claims that the marijuana or marijuana product has curative or 

therapeutic effects; 
(6) Treating or otherwise adulterating marijuana with any chemical (excluding a controlled substance 

or prohibited agricultural chemical but including nicotine) that has the effect or intent of altering 

the marijuana’s color, appearance, weight or smell or that has the effect or intent of increasing 

potency, toxicity or addictiveness; 
(7) Supplying adulterated marijuana or marijuana products; 
(8) Failing to report suspicious purchasing patterns that suggest a customer is in possession of illegal 

amounts of marijuana plants, marijuana or marijuana products or is diverting marijuana or 

marijuana products to persons under 21 years of age or out of state; 
(9) Refusing to give, or failing to promptly give, a Department regulatory specialist, representative of 

the State Tax Assessor, or law enforcement officer evidence when lawfully requested to do so.  
(10) Subletting any portion of the premises; 
(11) Except by way of authorized transfer of trade samples or testing samples, giving away or 

otherwise transferring marijuana in exchange for a monetary sum less than the licensee has paid 

for the marijuana by way of authorized transfer or less than the value the licensee has invested, in 

labor and materials, in the marijuana; 
(12) Allowing consumption of marijuana on a marijuana establishment premises, except as allowed by 

this Rule; 
(13) Failure to have on the premises, at all times during the hours of operation and periods of apparent 

activity, an individual identification card holder who is authorized to allow and cooperate with 

Department requests to inspect the premises; 
(14) Not operating in accordance with the current operations, cultivation or facility plan of record with 

the Department; or  
(15) Any other violation of 28-B MRS or this Rule. 

 


