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States that permit direct initiatives and prohibit certain foreign campaign contributions 
 

State Activities prohibited Foreign nationals / Foreign persons affected 

Alaska 
Prohibition applies to candidate elections.   

It is unclear whether it also applies to referendum elections.1 

(a) A foreign-influenced corporation or foreign national may not, 
directly or indirectly, in connection with an election under this 
chapter, make a contribution or expenditure or make an express or 
implied promise to make a contribution or expenditure. 
 
(b) The provisions of this section prohibit a foreign-influenced 
corporation or foreign national from making a contribution or 
expenditure in connection with a state election only to the extent 
     (1) federal law prohibits the foreign-influenced corporation or 
foreign national from making a contribution or expenditure in 
connection with a state election; and  
     (2) permitted by federal law. 

Alaska Stat. §15.13.068(a), (b). 

➢  The definition of “foreign national” equates to federal law.  

Alaska Stat. §15.13.068(e)(6). 

➢ “Foreign-influenced corporation” is more expansively defined: 

 (5) “foreign-influenced corporation” means a corporation for which 
    (A) a foreign national or foreign owner holds, owns, controls, or 
has direct or indirect beneficial ownership of equity or voting shares 
in an amount equal to or greater than five percent of all corporate 
voting shares outstanding or all corporate equity;  
    (B) two or more foreign nationals or foreign owners combined 
hold, own, control, or have direct or indirect beneficial ownership of 
equity or voting shares in an amount equal to or greater than 20 
percent of all corporate voting shares outstanding or all corporate 
equity; or 
    (C) a foreign national or foreign owner participates directly or 
indirectly in decisions relating to covered expenditures or 

contributions; 2 
Alaska Stat. §15.13.068(e)(5), (6). 

The expanded prohibition against contributions and expenditures 

by “foreign-influenced corporations” is not legally effective. 3 

                                                      
1 The Alaska Administrative Code interprets this statute as prohibiting contributions or expenditures in support of or opposition to a ballot initiative.  See 2 Alaska Admin. 

Code §50.352(a) (“Except for a foreign national as provided in A.S. 15.13.068, a person may make a contribution to a group that is organized for the principal purpose of . 

. . (2) sponsoring or circulating initiative petitions . . ., (3) supporting or opposing the efforts if any group that sponsors or circulates initiative petitions; or (4) supporting 

or opposing the outcome of a ballot proposition election.”) (emphasis added).  Yet, because §15.13.068(b)(1) limits the scope of the statutory prohibition to situations 

where “federal law prohibits the foreign-influenced corporation or foreign national from making a contribution or expenditure in connection with a state election,” it is 

possible that the Alaska prohibition, like the federal law, only applies to candidate elections.  See footnote 3. 

2 Alaska law outlines how to “determin[e] the [%] of a corporation’s shares outstanding or equity owned by two or more foreign nationals.”  Alaska Stat. §15.13.068(d). 

3 The Attorney General of Alaska has interpreted §15.13.068(b)(1), which limits the scope of the statutory prohibition to situations where “federal law prohibits the 

foreign-influenced corporation or foreign national from making a contribution or expenditure in connection with a state election,” as rendering the prohibition on 

contributions from “foreign-influenced corporations” ineffective.  See http://law.alaska.gov/pdf/opinions/opinions_2018/18-002_JU2017200579.pdf. 

http://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#15.13.068
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#15.13.068
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#15.13.068
http://law.alaska.gov/pdf/opinions/opinions_2018/18-002_JU2017200579.pdf
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California 
Prohibition applies to referendum elections. 

(a) No foreign government or foreign principal shall make, directly or 
through any other person, any contribution, expenditure, or 
independent expenditure in connection with the qualification or 
support of, or opposition to, any state or local ballot measure.” 
 
(b) No person and no committee shall solicit or accept a contribution 
from a foreign government or foreign principal in connection with 
the qualification or support of, or opposition to, any state or local 
ballot measure. 

Cal.  Gov’t Code §85320(a), (b). 

 
Applies to same persons/entities as federal law and: 
 
(4) A domestic subsidiary of a foreign corporation if the decision to 
contribute or expend funds is made by an officer, director, or 
management employee of the foreign corporation who is neither a 
citizen of the United States nor a lawfully admitted permanent 
resident of the United States. 

Cal. Gov’t Code §85320(c), (d). 

Colorado 

 

 

One set of prohibitions applies to referendum elections.  

An issue committee or small-scale issue committee4 shall not 
knowingly accept contributions from [foreign persons]. 

Colo. Rev. Stat. §1-45-103.7(5.3). 

A [foreign person] shall not establish, register, or maintain . . .  [an] 
issue committee or small-scale issue committee, or make an 
electioneering communication …. 

Colo. Rev. Stat. §1-45-103.7(5.5). 

Other prohibitions apply to candidate elections.  

(5)(a) No [LLC] shall make any contribution to a candidate 
committee or political party if one or more of the individual members 
of the [LLC] is (I) A corporation; (II) A labor organization; (III) A 
natural person who is not a citizen of the United States; (IV) A 
foreign government; . . . or (VI) Otherwise prohibited by law from 
making the contribution. 

Colo. Rev. Stat. §1-45-103.7(5). 

➢ Foreign persons who may not contribute to referendum 

elections: 

• Any natural person who is not a citizen of the United States; 

• A foreign government; or 

• Any foreign corporation that does not have the authority to 

transact business in Colorado. 

See Colo. Rev. Stat. §1-45-103.7(5.3, 5.5). 

 

➢ The prohibitions against foreign contributions to candidates and 

political parties apply only to LLCs with certain members—

including foreign governments, non-U.S. citizens and all 

corporations.  There does not appear to be a prohibition against 

foreign governments, non-citizens or foreign corporations directly 

(i.e., not through LLCs) contributing to candidates/political parties.  

Colo. Rev. Stat. §1-45-103.7(5). 

 

 

                                                      
4 In Colorado, “issue committees” and “small-scale issue committees” are groups that have a major purpose of supporting or opposing ballot issues or questions or that 

collect or expend > $200 for such a purpose.  Colo. Const. art. XXVIII, §2(10); Colo. Rev. Stat. §1-45-103(16.3). 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=85320.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=85320.
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4c81670c-9f66-43a1-9920-4aaab6634d11&nodeid=AABAAFAABAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAF%2FAABAAFAAB%2FAABAAFAABAAE&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=1-45-103.7.+Contribution+limits+-+county+offices+-+treatment+of+independent+expenditure+committees+-+contributions+from+limited+liability+companies+-+voter+instructions+on+spending+limits+-+definitions&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61W9-XWR1-F65M-621H-00008-00&ecomp=L38_9kk&prid=9c5ce811-5cdd-4f8d-bf16-861bf965d18c
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4c81670c-9f66-43a1-9920-4aaab6634d11&nodeid=AABAAFAABAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAF%2FAABAAFAAB%2FAABAAFAABAAE&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=1-45-103.7.+Contribution+limits+-+county+offices+-+treatment+of+independent+expenditure+committees+-+contributions+from+limited+liability+companies+-+voter+instructions+on+spending+limits+-+definitions&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61W9-XWR1-F65M-621H-00008-00&ecomp=L38_9kk&prid=9c5ce811-5cdd-4f8d-bf16-861bf965d18c
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4c81670c-9f66-43a1-9920-4aaab6634d11&nodeid=AABAAFAABAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAF%2FAABAAFAAB%2FAABAAFAABAAE&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=1-45-103.7.+Contribution+limits+-+county+offices+-+treatment+of+independent+expenditure+committees+-+contributions+from+limited+liability+companies+-+voter+instructions+on+spending+limits+-+definitions&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61W9-XWR1-F65M-621H-00008-00&ecomp=L38_9kk&prid=9c5ce811-5cdd-4f8d-bf16-861bf965d18c
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4c81670c-9f66-43a1-9920-4aaab6634d11&nodeid=AABAAFAABAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAF%2FAABAAFAAB%2FAABAAFAABAAE&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=1-45-103.7.+Contribution+limits+-+county+offices+-+treatment+of+independent+expenditure+committees+-+contributions+from+limited+liability+companies+-+voter+instructions+on+spending+limits+-+definitions&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61W9-XWR1-F65M-621H-00008-00&ecomp=L38_9kk&prid=9c5ce811-5cdd-4f8d-bf16-861bf965d18c
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4c81670c-9f66-43a1-9920-4aaab6634d11&nodeid=AABAAFAABAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAF%2FAABAAFAAB%2FAABAAFAABAAE&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=1-45-103.7.+Contribution+limits+-+county+offices+-+treatment+of+independent+expenditure+committees+-+contributions+from+limited+liability+companies+-+voter+instructions+on+spending+limits+-+definitions&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61W9-XWR1-F65M-621H-00008-00&ecomp=L38_9kk&prid=9c5ce811-5cdd-4f8d-bf16-861bf965d18c
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=ddb2df5d-a92a-441f-9ded-4d0a5658e13b&nodeid=AABABDAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABABD%2FAABABDAAC&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=Section+2.+DEFINITIONS&config=0143JAAwODgxYWIyNi1mNGJlLTQwYmItYmE4Ni0yOWY2NzQzMjE3MTAKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ecqetP0coiYGhC4QCG46NJ&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6215-7Y41-JWJ0-G0X7-00008-00&ecomp=L38_kkk&prid=f2184993-e78c-4472-b7ac-a933755bc392
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=ac90d3d8-d390-4583-b409-d0b82dfac070&nodeid=AABAAFAABAAD&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAF%2FAABAAFAAB%2FAABAAFAABAAD&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=1-45-103.+Definitions+-+repeal&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61W9-XWR1-JB2B-S47W-00008-00&ecomp=L38_9kk&prid=b3633765-6182-42bf-80cb-3b2b9ed96635
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(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no [foreign person] 
may expend moneys on an independent expenditure in connection 
with an election in the state, and no independent expenditure 
committee may knowingly accept a donation from any [such foreign 
person]. 

Colo. Rev. Stat. § 1–45–107.5(1). 

➢ Foreign persons who may not make independent expenditures: 

• Any natural person who is not a citizen of the United States; 

• A foreign government; or 

• Any foreign corporation. 
Colo. Rev. Stat. § 1–45–107.5(1). 

Maryland 
Prohibition applies to referendum elections. 

A foreign principal may not: 
(1) make a contribution to a ballot issue committee; or 
(2) make a donation to a person that makes independent 

expenditures or electioneering communications relating to a 
ballot issue. 

Md. Election Code Ann. §13-236.1(b). 

Adopts federal definition from 52 U.S.C. §30121. 

Mississippi 
Prohibition applies to candidate elections. 

It shall be unlawful for a foreign national, directly or through any 
other person, to make any contribution or any expenditure of money 
or other thing of value, or to promise expressly or impliedly to make 
any such contribution or expenditure, in connection with an election 
to any political office or in connection with any primary election, 
convention or caucus held to select candidates for any political office. 

Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-819. 

Adopts federal definition from 52 U.S.C. §30121. 

Missouri 
Prohibitions apply to candidate and referendum elections. 

(16) No campaign committee, candidate committee, continuing 
committee, exploratory committee, political party committee, and 
political party shall knowingly accept contributions from [certain 
foreign persons].5 

Mo. Const. Art. 8, §23.3(16). 

 

 

The foreign persons who may not make contributions are: 
(a) Any natural person who is not a citizen of the United States; 
(b) A foreign government; or 
(c) Any foreign corporation that does not have the authority to 

transact business in this state pursuant to [Missouri law]. 

Mo. Const. Art. 8, §23.3(16). 

                                                      
5 In Missouri, a “continuing committee” includes a “committee . . . whose primary or incidental purpose is to receive contributions or make expenditures to influence or 

attempt to influence the action of voters . . . [on] a particular ballot measure . . ..”  Mo. Const. Art. 8, §23.7(6)(c). 

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=7437ac38-e8f6-4e3d-8489-820362b36e32&nodeid=AABAAFAABAAL&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAF%2FAABAAFAAB%2FAABAAFAABAAL&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=1-45-107.5.+Independent+expenditures+-+restrictions+on+foreign+corporations+-+registration+-+disclosure+-+disclaimer+requirements+-+definitions&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61W9-XWN1-JKPJ-G3BV-00008-00&ecomp=L38_9kk&prid=9c5ce811-5cdd-4f8d-bf16-861bf965d18c
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=7437ac38-e8f6-4e3d-8489-820362b36e32&nodeid=AABAAFAABAAL&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAF%2FAABAAFAAB%2FAABAAFAABAAL&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=1-45-107.5.+Independent+expenditures+-+restrictions+on+foreign+corporations+-+registration+-+disclosure+-+disclaimer+requirements+-+definitions&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61W9-XWN1-JKPJ-G3BV-00008-00&ecomp=L38_9kk&prid=9c5ce811-5cdd-4f8d-bf16-861bf965d18c
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=383978c3-4c54-4f46-b0cb-331fce4af0a2&nodeid=AANAANAACAAGAAD&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAN%2FAANAAN%2FAANAANAAC%2FAANAANAACAAG%2FAANAANAACAAGAAD&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+13-236.1.+Contributions+or+donations+by+foreign+principals.&config=014EJAA2ZmE1OTU3OC0xMGRjLTRlNTctOTQ3Zi0wMDE2MWFhYzAwN2MKAFBvZENhdGFsb2e9wg3LFiffInanDd3V39aA&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61BM-0TG1-F2F4-G1DY-00008-00&ecomp=L38_kkk&prid=4a57c2a1-107b-4891-84c5-89b2ab70f5a8
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title52-section30121&num=0&edition=prelim
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=f94fd671-6667-4cb6-ad4e-75329c9c7ddc&nodeid=AANAAIAANAAL&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAN%2FAANAAI%2FAANAAIAAN%2FAANAAIAANAAL&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+23-15-819.+Campaign+contributions+or+expenditures+of+money+or+other+things+of+value+by+foreign+nationals+prohibited.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-80P2-8T6X-70R2-00008-00&ecomp=L38_kkk&prid=c532e424-586f-4807-8b6f-dbbec248f3b6
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title52-section30121&num=0&edition=prelim
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=VIII++++23&bid=36200&constit=y
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=VIII++++23&bid=36200&constit=y
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=VIII++++23&bid=36200&constit=y
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Montana 
Prohibitions apply to candidate elections. 

(1) It is unlawful for a foreign national, directly or through an 
intermediary, to make a disbursement for an electioneering 
communication, a contribution, or an expenditure, or to make an 
express or implied promise to make a contribution or an expenditure, 
in connection with any candidate election. 

(2) It is unlawful for a person to solicit, accept or receive a 
contribution, expenditure, or disbursement described in subsection 
(1) from a foreign national. 

(3) To the extent that a potential violation of this section also violates 
52 U.S.C. 30121 or 11 CFR 110.20, investigation and enforcement of 
the matter must be referred to the federal election commission. The 
commissioner or a county attorney may not bring an enforcement 
action regarding the portion of the matter that also violates 52 U.S.C. 
30121 or 11 CFR 110.20. 

Mont. Code Ann. §13-37-502. 

Appears to match federal definition: 

“Foreign national” means: 
(a) a government of a foreign country; 
(b) a political party of a foreign country; 
(c) an entity located outside of the United States unless that entity: 

(i) is organized under or created under federal law, state law, or 
the law of another place subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States; and  

(ii) has its principal place of business within the United States;  
(d) an entity that: 

(i) is organized under the laws of a foreign country; or 
(ii) has its principal place of business in a foreign country; and 

(e) an individual who is not lawfully admitted for the privilege of 
residing permanently in the United States . . . and who is not: 
(i) a citizen of the United States; or 
(ii) a person who . . . owes permanent allegiance to the [US]. 

Mont. Code Ann. §13-37-501. 

Nevada 
Prohibitions apply to candidate and referendum elections. 

1. A foreign national shall not, directly or indirectly, make a 
contribution or a commitment to make a contribution to: 

(a) A candidate; 
(b) A committee for political action [i.e., a ballot-question PAC]; 
(c) A committee for the recall of a public officer; 
(d) A person who makes an independent expenditure; 
(e) A political party or committee sponsored by a political party 
that makes an expenditure for or against a candidate or group of 
candidates; 
(f) An organization made up of legislative members of a political 
party whose primary purpose is to provide support for their 
political efforts; 
(g) A personal campaign committee or the personal representative 
of a candidate who receives contributions or makes expenditures 

Adopts federal definition from 52 U.S.C. §30121. 

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0050/section_0020/0130-0370-0050-0020.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0050/section_0010/0130-0370-0050-0010.html
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title52-section30121&num=0&edition=prelim
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that are reported as contributions or expenditures by the candidate; 
or 
(h) A nonprofit corporation that [expends funds on campaigns]. 

2. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a …committee … 
described in subsection 1 shall not knowingly6 solicit, accept or 
receive a contribution or a commitment to make a contribution from 
a foreign national. 

Nev. Rev. Stat. §294A.325(1)-2). 

North 

Dakota 
Prohibitions apply to candidate and referendum elections. 

1. A foreign national may not make or offer to make, directly or 
indirectly, a contribution or expenditure in connection with any 
election. 
 
2. A candidate, candidate committee, political party or any other 
person may not solicit, accept, or receive, directly or indirectly, a 
contribution from a foreign national. 

N.D. Cent. Code §16.1-08.1-03.15(1, 2). 

Essentially identical to federal definition: 

‘Foreign national’ means a person that is: 

a. A foreign government; 
b. A foreign political party; 
c. A foreign corporation, partnership, association, organization, 

or other combination of persons organized under the laws of 
or having its principal place of business in a foreign country; 

d. An individual with foreign citizenship; or 
e. An individual who is not a citizen or national of the United 

States and is not admitted lawfully to the United States for 
permanent residence. 

N.D. Cent. Code §16.1-08.1-03.15(3). 

Ohio 
Prohibitions apply to candidate and referendum elections. 

(W) (1) No foreign national shall, directly or indirectly through any 
other person or entity, make a contribution, expenditure, or 
independent expenditure or promise, either expressly or implicitly, to 
make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure in 
support of or opposition to a candidate for any elective office in this 
state, including an office of a political party. 

Adopts federal definition from 52 U.S.C. §30121. 

                                                      
6 The Nevada statute further enumerates the circumstances in which a committee is deemed to have or to lack knowledge that a donation came from a foreign national and 

authorizes committees to avoid penalties for violating this provision if: (a) it returns the contribution within 30 days of discovering the violation; (b) if sufficient money is 

not available but other contributions are still being accepted, it returns the contribution as soon as sufficient contributions “become available for this purpose” or (c) if 

insufficient funds are available and fundraising is no longer occurring, it returns as much money as is “available for this purpose.” Nev. Rev. Stat. §294A.325(3) - (5). 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-294A.html#NRS294ASec325
https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t16-1c08-1.pdf
https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t16-1c08-1.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title52-section30121&num=0&edition=prelim
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-294A.html#NRS294ASec325
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State Activities prohibited Foreign nationals / Foreign persons affected 

       (2) No candidate, campaign committee, political action 

committee [includes ballot question committees], political 
contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, state candidate fund, 
political party, or separate segregated fund shall solicit or accept a 
contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure from a foreign 
national. The secretary of state may direct any candidate, committee, 
entity, fund, or party that accepts a contribution, expenditure, or 
independent expenditure in violation of this division to return the 
contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure or, if it is not 
possible to return the contribution, expenditure, or independent 
expenditure, then to return instead the value of it, to the contributor. 

Ohio Rev. Code Ann. §3517.13(W)(2). 

South 

Dakota 
Prohibitions apply to candidate and referendum elections. 

No candidate or political committee [includes a ballot question 

committee] may accept any contribution from any . . . foreign 

government . . . . 

S.D. Codified Laws §12-27-21. 7 

 

A foreign government. 

                                                      
7 Section 12-27-18.2 of the South Dakota Codified Laws further prohibits “[a]ny contribution to a statewide ballot question by a person who is not a resident of the state at 

the time of the contribution, a political committee that is organized outside South Dakota, or an entity that is not filed as an entity with the secretary of state for the four 

years preceding such contribution.”  The U.S. District Court for the Northern District of South Dakota concluded that the law was unconstitutional, both on First 

Amendment grounds--for impermissibly discriminating against out-of-state speakers and restricting in-state person’s right to associate with others to fund political speech 

without a compelling government interest--and on dormant Commerce Clause grounds--for discriminating against and unduly burdening interstate commerce.  SD Voice 

v. Noem, 380 F. Supp. 3d 939 (D.S.D. 2019).  The District Court focused on the prohibition against contributions from out-of-state persons and entities in its decision and 

did not discuss the prohibition against contributions from foreign persons and entities.  

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3517.13.v1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/2041185
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/2041182
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State Activities prohibited Foreign nationals / Foreign persons affected 

Washington 
Prohibitions apply to candidate and referendum elections. 

 (1) A foreign national may not make a contribution to any candidate 
or political committee, make an expenditure in support of or in 
opposition to any candidate or ballot measure, or sponsor political 
advertising or an electioneering communication. 

(2) A person may not make a contribution to any candidate or 
political committee, make an expenditure in support of or in 
opposition to any candidate or ballot measure, or sponsor political 
advertising or an electioneering communication, if: 

 (a) The contribution, expenditure, political advertising, or 
electioneering communication is financed in any part by a foreign 
national; or 

 (b) Foreign nationals are involved in making decisions regarding 
the contribution, expenditure, political advertising, or 
electioneering communication in any way. 

Wash. Rev. Code Ann. §42.17A.417. 

Wash. Rev. Code Ann. §42.17A.240(5) requires each candidate and 

political committee to collect statements from each entity from 

which it has received contributions certifying that the contribution 

was not financed in any part by a foreign national and a foreign 

national was not involved in the decision to make the contribution. 

Wash. Rev. Code Ann. §42.17A.255(5)(d) requires each person who 

makes independent expenditures > $100 to support or oppose a 

candidate or ballot question to file a statement that it not financed 

in any part by a foreign national and a foreign national was not 

involved in the decision to make the expenditure. 

 

Essentially identical to federal definition: 

(24) “Foreign national” means: 

(a) An individual who is not a citizen of the United States and is 
not lawfully admitted for permanent residence; 

(b) A government, or subdivision, of a foreign country; 

(c) A foreign political party; and 

(d) Any entity, such as a partnership, association, corporation, 
organization, or other combination of persons, that is organized 
under the laws of or has its principal place of business in a foreign 
country. 

Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 42.17A.005. 

 

  

Note: There are no reported cases involving challenges to the specific prohibitions on foreign contributions outlined in the chart above. 

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.417
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.240
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.255
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.005
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States that do not permit direct initiatives and prohibit certain foreign campaign contributions 
 

State Activities prohibited Foreign nationals / Foreign persons affected 

Iowa 
Prohibitions apply to candidate and referendum elections. 

A foreign national shall not make an independent expenditure 
[>$1,000], directly or indirectly, that advocates the nomination, 
election, or defeat of any candidate or the passage or defeat of any 
ballot issue. 

Iowa Code §68A.404(2)(c). 

Essentially identical to federal definition: 

As used in this section, “foreign national” means a person who is not 
a citizen of the United States and who is not lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence. “Foreign national” includes a foreign principal, 
such as a government of a foreign country or a foreign political party, 
partnership, association, corporation, organization, or other 
combination of persons that has its primary place of business in or is 
organized under the laws of a foreign country. “Foreign national” 
does not include a person who is a citizen of the United States or 
who is a national of the United States. 

Iowa Code §68A.404(2)(c). 

Louisiana 
Prohibitions apply to candidate elections. 

(1) No foreign national shall, directly or through any other person, 
make any contribution of money or other thing of value, or promise 
expressly or impliedly, any such contribution, in connection with an 
election to any political office or in connection with any primary 
election, convention, or caucus held to select candidates for any 
political office; nor shall any person solicit, accept, or receive any 
such contribution from such foreign national. 

La. Rev. Stat. §18:1505.2(M)(1). 

 

Essentially identical to federal definition: 

(2) . . .“foreign national” means: 

   (a) A foreign principal such as a government of a foreign country or 
a foreign political party, except that “foreign national” shall not mean 
any individual. 

   (b) A partnership, association, corporation, organization, or other 
combination of persons organized under the laws of or having its 
principal place of business in a foreign country, unless authorized and 
qualified to do business in Louisiana. 

   (c) An individual who is not a citizen of the United States and who 
is not lawfully admitted for permanent residence and accorded the 
privilege of residing permanently in the United States as an 
immigrant. 

La. Rev. Stat. §18:1505.2(M)(2). 

 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2021/68A.404.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2021/68A.404.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=81466
https://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=81466
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State Activities prohibited Foreign nationals / Foreign persons affected 

New 

Hampshire 
Prohibitions apply to candidate and referendum elections. 

No expenditure or use of a contribution, tangible or intangible, shall 
be made for the purpose of promoting the success or defeat of any 
political party, measure or candidate: 

   VI. By any foreign national . . . for any purpose, including for the 
use of telephones, facsimile machines, vehicles, and computers, for 
electioneering. For the purposes of this paragraph, “electioneering” 
means to act in any way specifically designed to influence the vote of 
a voter on any question or office. 

N.H. Rev. Stat. §664:5. 

Adopts federal definition from 52 U.S.C. §30121. 

New Jersey 
Prohibitions apply to candidate and referendum elections. 

No foreign national, government, instrumentality, or agent may 
register as an independent expenditure committee for the purpose of 
making independent expenditures in any State or local election. 

The term “independent expenditure committee” means a person 
organized under section 527 of the federal Internal Revenue Code (26 
U.S.C. s.527) or under paragraph (4) of subsection (c) of section 501 
of the federal Internal Revenue Code (26 U.S.C. s.501) that does not 
fall within the definition of any other organization subject to the 
provisions of P.L.1973, c.83 (C.19:44A-1 et seq.), that engages in 
influencing or attempting to influence the outcome of any election or 
the nomination, election, or defeat of any person to any State or local 
elective public office, or the passage or defeat of any public question, 
legislation, or regulation, or in providing political information on any 
candidate or public question, legislation, or regulation, and raises or 
expends $3,000 or more in the aggregate for any such purpose 
annually, but does not coordinate its activities with any candidate or 
political party as determined by the Election Law Enforcement 
Commission pursuant to the provisions of section 11 of P.L.2019, 
c.124 (C.19:44A-3.1). 

N.J. Stat. Ann. §19:44A-3(t) and §19:44A-8.1(e). 

 

A “foreign national, government, instrumentality or agent.” 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIII/664/664-5.htm
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title52-section30121&num=0&edition=prelim
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish:10.1048/Enu
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish:10.1048/Enu
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State Activities prohibited Foreign nationals / Foreign persons affected 

West 

Virginia 
Prohibitions apply to candidate elections. 

(a) A foreign national may not, directly or indirectly, make: 

(1) A contribution or donation, or an express or implied promise to 
make a contribution or donation, to a candidate’s committee, a 
political committee, or a political party; or 

(2) An independent expenditure or any disbursement for an 
electioneering communication related to a state or local election. 

(b) A person may not solicit, accept, or receive a contribution or 
donation described in subsection (a) of this section. 

W. Va. Code §3-8-1a and §3-8-5g 

Adopts federal definition from 52 U.S.C. §30121. 

 

Note: There are no reported cases involving challenges to the specific prohibitions on foreign contributions outlined in the charts above. 

 

Municipal Ordinances 

In addition to the states listed in the chart above, two municipalities: St. Petersburg, FL and Seattle, WA have enacted ordinances to prohibit political 

spending by foreign-influenced corporations.  

 

St. Petersburg’s ordinance (Sections 10-51 and 10-62), enacted in 2017, requires business entities that make a candidate-related expenditure  

≥ $5,000 or a contribution to an outside spending group must certify that they are not a foreign-influenced business entity. “Foreign-influenced business 

entity” is defined as a business entity for which at least one of the following conditions is met: (1) A single foreign national holds, owns, controls, or 

otherwise has direct or indirect beneficial ownership of 5% or more of the total equity, outstanding voting shares, membership units, or other applicable 

ownership interests of the business entity; (2) Two or more foreign nationals, in aggregate, hold, own, control, or otherwise have direct or indirect 

beneficial ownership of 20% or more of the total equity, outstanding voting shares, membership units, or other applicable ownership interests of the 

business entity; or (3) A foreign national participates directly or indirectly in the entity's decision-making process with respect to the entity's political 

activities in the United States, including the business entity's political activities with respect to a covered election for a candidate. “Foreign national” is 

defined as in 52 U.S.C. §30121, or as an entity for which a foreign national holds, owns, controls or otherwise has direct or indirect beneficial ownership 

of 50% or more of the equity, outstanding voting shares, membership units or other applicable ownership interests of the entity. 

 

Seattle’s ordinance (Ordinance 126035), enacted in 2019, similarly to St. Petersburg’s ordinance, requires corporations making an independent expenditure 

or contributing to an independent expenditure committee certify that they are not a foreign influenced corporation. “Foreign-influenced corporation” 

means a corporation for which at least one of the following conditions is met: (1) A single foreign owner holds, owns, controls, or otherwise has direct or 

https://code.wvlegislature.gov/3-8-1A/
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/3-8-1A/
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title52-section30121&num=0&edition=prelim
https://library.municode.com/fl/st._petersburg/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIISTPECO_CH10EL_ARTIIICAFIGE_S10-51DE
https://library.municode.com/fl/st._petersburg/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIISTPECO_CH10EL_ARTIVCOLI_S10-62ELSPFOFLBUEN
http://seattle.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=8048378&GUID=10FF1DFE-AF5C-43EC-A8D1-228C79A78290
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indirect beneficial ownership of 1% or more of the total equity, outstanding voting shares, membership units, or other applicable ownership interests of the 

corporation; (2) Two or more foreign owners, in aggregate, hold, own, control, or otherwise have direct or indirect beneficial ownership of 5% or more of 

the total equity, outstanding voting shares, membership units, or other applicable ownership interests of the corporation; or (3) A foreign owner 

participates directly or indirectly in the corporation's decision-making process with respect to the corporation's political activities in the United States. 

“Foreign owner” means (1) a foreign investor; or (2) a corporation wherein a foreign investor holds, owns, controls, or otherwise has directly or indirectly 

acquired beneficial ownership of equity or voting shares in an amount that is equal to or greater than 50% of the total equity or outstanding voting shares. 

“Foreign investor” means a person or entity that: (1) Holds, owns, controls, or otherwise has direct or indirect beneficial ownership of equity, outstanding 

voting shares, membership units, or other applicable ownership interests of a corporation; and (2) Is a government of a foreign country; a foreign political 

party; a partnership, association, corporation, organization, or other combination of persons organized under the laws of or having its principal place of 

business in a foreign country; or an individual who is not a citizen of the United States or a national of the United States and who is not lawfully admitted 

for permanent residence. 

 


