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Senator Baldacci, Representative Matlack and esteemed members of the Joint Standing Committee on State and 

Local Government:   My name is Rick Bennett, I live in Oxford, and I have the honor of representing the beautiful 

foothills and lakes region of western Maine in the Maine Senate. I am pleased to introduce LD 193, “Resolve, To 

Name a Mountain in Oxford County.”   

 

Greenwood, Maine, has been an important part of my life and that of my family for generations.  Of major 

significance is the property that my sister and I now own near Sheepskin Bog.  Our modest property has been in 

the family now for six generations.  It includes about 90 acres of land and rustic cabin.  These turns of land in 

Greenwood are very special to us.  Many in our family know them intimately.  We each have a strong sense of 

stewardship and have passed the property along from generation to generation for nearly 150 years. 

 

Part of our property includes about one-quarter of the mountain lying between Twitchell Pond and Sheepskin Bog.  

Locals call this mountain either Jason’s Mountain or Oak Hill, but it has no legal name.  However, there is already 

an official Oak Hill just three miles away, sitting on the Greenwood/Woodstock line.  

 

This resolve simply names the mountain, Jason's Mountain, to honor my great-grandfather’s memory and his 

contributions to the land and to the town overall.  

 

My father Dean Bennett is a noted Maine author and expert on natural history.  When our cabin was built on this 

land, he was one year old.  The cabin was built by his grandfather Jason Bennett, long-time town tax collector.  

Our cabin has been a central part of my father’s life since.  Indeed, he recently wrote a memoir called Ghost Buck, 

which gives some dimension to the special quality of this place.   

 

As my father writes in his own testimony for this bill, as Jason “was recovering from a kidney operation, more 

than thirty relatives and friends helped him build a camp close the mountain in a place he had come to love while 

recuperating. He had bought the land in 1923 when he was thirty-three. It had previously been owned by his father 

and his grandfather in the 1890s. When I was a boy, we all went to camp every weekend, spring, summer, and fall, 

depending on the weather and black flies….We all took long walks in the woods together, many to the mountain. 

We frequently fished the nearby bog on his land, Sheepskin Bog, after which the camp was named, and we hunted 

together every fall. The mountain was a popular destination.” 
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I contacted the three other neighboring property owners of the mountain who are principally affected by this 

naming – Mary Pat Conroy (Durham, Maine), Ari Kurtz (Lincoln, Massachusetts), and Miriam Daniel (Bald Bluff 

LLC, Chevy Chase, Maryland) – and asked for their support of this naming.  Each has written me back with their 

enthusiastic endorsement. 

 

Mary Pat Conroy wrote, “I am honored to support naming the mountain between Twitchell Pond and Sheepskin 

Bog Jason’s Mountain in memory of your great-grandfather and his contributions.”  Ari Kurtz wrote, “I absolutely 

support naming the mountain […] Jason’s Mountain after your great grandfather.  It seems very appropriate to 

honor his memory in this way.”  Miriam Daniel wrote, “We are pleased to support your effort to name Jason’s 

Mountain after your great grandfather.” 

 

I also asked for the approval of the Greenwood Board of Selectmen, and their letter of support is attached to this 

testimony.  Finally, I have provided you with a painting of the mountain as seen from Sheepskin Bog and with a 

map of the area so that you can see the exact location of the mountain, it is marked with an “X.” 

 

Thank you for your consideration, and I would be happy to answer any questions.   
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