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Senator Hickman, Representative Sylvester, and members of the Joint Standing
Committee on Labor and Housing, my name is Greg Payne. | am the Director of
the Maine Affordable Housing Coalition (MAHC).

MAMHC is a diverse coalition of more than 135 private and public sector
organizations including developers, architects, engineers, builders, investors,
community action programs, public housing authorities, housing and service
providers, advocates, and others working to advance solutions that create and
preserve affordable housing in Maine.

MAHC supports LD 1240 because we need a broad array of housing choices and
approaches in order to address our state’s enormous housing challenges, and the
review which would be undertaken pursuant to this Resolve would help
governments and practitioners alike to better understand our options.

As a supporter of and participant in the work of the Maine Climate Council, we also
strongly endorse efforts to make future housing investments compatible with its
recommendations. Since residential buildings are responsible for such a large share
of our state’s carbon emissions, our new construction, adaptive reuse, rehabilitation
and weatherization activities must be undertaken with climate impact in mind.

Finally, as municipalities around the state wrestle with their own planning and
growth challenges, we believe that strategies identified through the study directed
by LD 1240 could serve as a highly valuable resource for their efforts.

This bill is a part of a wider set of initiatives to improve on our state’s approach to
housing and land use planning, and we believe it deserves the Legislature’s support.

Thank you for your consideration, and please do not hesitate to contact me with any
questions.
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