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Senator Carney, Representative Kuhn and members of the Joint Standing Committee on
Judiciary, my name is Sam Zuckerman. | am the Policy Coordinator of the Permanent
Commission on the Status of Racial, Indigenous, and Tribal Populations. | am submitting this
testimony on behalf of the Permanent Commission’s Policy Committee to testify in support of LD
2176, “An Act to Create a Right to Judicial Review Under the Maine Civil Rights Act for Persons

Erroneously Detained.”

Nobody should live in fear while going about their day-to-day life. But fear is now a
reality for many communities in Maine. New Mainers and Mainers of color are living under
constant threat of abduction by ICE agents who have been targeting schools, healthcare
facilities, libraries, childcare facilities, and other locations where Mainers access essential
resources and services.' They are abducting and disappearing our neighbors without warrants
and without regard to the constitutional right against unreasonable searches and seizures.?
And they are obstructing access to counsel throughout the country.® On top of the fear and
anxiety caused by all of this, nobody who has been wrongfully detained by our federal
government should have to also worry about how to pay for legal representation. This bill will

not solve the overall problem of ICE raids happening across the state, but it will provide
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resources to Mainers who have been wrongfully detained but who do not have the resources to

pay for an attorney to represent them.

This bill will benefit communities of color in Maine because, on top of facing racial
profiling by federal agencies,* Mainers of color also experience a wealth gap when compared to
white Mainers. As of 2024, 26.1% of Black Mainers live below the poverty line, as do 19.3% of
Indigenous people in Maine, while only 10.3% of white Mainers do.® This means that when
Mainers of color need legal assistance to fight back against unconstitutional detainments or
arrests or even just to ensure that they are adequately represented in court, they are less likely

to have the resources to pay a lawyer out of their own pocket.

We urge you to vote in support of this bill to ensure that all Mainers are properly

represented when their constitutional rights have been violated. Thank you for your attention.
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