








Joseph Mazziotti
Falmouth
LD 1766
Dear Senator Anne Carney and Representative Amy Kuhn, co-Chairs and Members 
of the Judiciary Committee.
My name is Joe Mazziott.  I am a resident of Falmouth, Maine, have practiced law 
since 1978, and was the Cumberland County Probate Judge from 2014 through 2018.
I write in support of the passage of LD 1766 now pending before your Committee.
The current system of elected part time probate judges has long outlived its intended 
purposes and is anachronistic to today's judicial demands.  I have long held the belief 
that permitting attorneys who also serve as probate judges, to practice before fellow 
probate judges undermines the public's confidence in an impartial tribunal.  I have 
attached a copy of a Recusal Order I entered in a matter which  specifically addresses 
these concerns.
The public's respect and belief that everyone will be accorded equal standing before 
any or our courts is fundamental to a functional judiciary.  The Probate Court is no 
different.
Thank you for your time.
Respectfully,


