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Good Afternoon, Senator Carney, Representative Kuhn, and members of the Joint Standing 

Committee on Judiciary. My name is James Myall and I am a Senior Policy Analyst at the 

Maine Center for Economic Policy. I’m here to testify in support of LD 1971, “An Act to 

Protect Workers in This State by Clarifying the Relationship of State and Local Law 

Enforcement Agencies with Federal Immigration Authorities” MECEP supports LD 1971 

because it would prevent local and state officials from collaborating with unjust federal 

policies that harm New Mainers and our economy more broadly.  

Now more than ever, New Mainers of all immigration statuses are living in a state of 

anxiety due to the actions of the federal government. Whether someone is here on a 

tourism visa,1 work visa,2 or even as a naturalized citizen,3 appears to offer little protection 

from questioning or detention by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). In addition 

to the damage it is causing these individuals and their families, it’s directly harming 

Maine’s colleges4 and our tourism industry.5 With serious questions being raised about the 

constitutionality of the actions by the administration, now is no time for Mainers to be 

abetting these activities.  

LD 1971 prevents local resources for being diverted to enforce federal policy priorities. 

When local law enforcement workers with ICE to detain immigrants, it detracts from their 

core purpose of making local communities safe. These agreements do not reduce crime,6 

and in fact predominantly target immigrants for minor infractions.7 By making immigrants 

afraid to interact with local police, it also reduces reporting of crimes that these law 

enforcement officers should be investigating. Studies have shown this is particularly true 

for domestic violence against Latina women.8 As a result, cities that adopted so-called 

“sanctuary” policies had lower crime rates and saved billions compared to those that 

actively cooperated with ICE.9 

Immigrants, including those who are undocumented, are a key part of Maine’s 

communities and its economy,10 and should be welcomed, rather than scapegoated. Yet 

when local officials work with federal immigration agencies, immigrants, especially lawful 

immigrants with college degrees, are more likely to choose to live elsewhere.11 Enhanced 



immigration enforcement also hurts the agriculture12 and construction sectors,13 making 

essentials like food and housing more expensive for everyone. If we want to attract and 

retain the workforce that Maine needs, we need laws like LD 1971 to protect New 

Mainers. 

The old assumption that immigration depresses wages or deprives native-born Americans 

of jobs is outdated. Instead, many economists now agree that immigrants act as a 

complement to American labor, boosting the economy with their contributions and 

creating additional demand rather than creating over-supply.14 As a result, policies like 

those in LD 1971 which protect immigrants actually reduce unemployment and increase 

incomes in the local jurisdictions where they are enacted.15 

LD 1971 helps to clarify the roles of different government officials. It does not stop ICE or 

other federal agencies from doing their jobs, but it does prevent them from wasting local 

and state taxpayer resources on activities that may be unconstitutional and are certainly 

unproductive. It ensures that local and state officials can ask for immigration information 

where it is pertinent – such as applying for safety net programs which require a certain 

immigration status – but prevents them from asking for that information when it is 

unnecessary. In doing so, LD 1971 will protect our tax dollars as well as our friends and 

neighbors, and it will Make Maine’s economy stronger.  

Thank you for your attention. I urge you to vote “ought to pass” on the legislation, and I’m 

happy to take any questions.  
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