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Senator Carney, Representative Kuhn, and members of the Judiciary Committee, 
Thank you for the opportunity to share public comment today. 
 
My name is Brendan McQuade. I am an associate professor and chair of the sociology and 
criminology departments at the University of Southern Maine. I do not speak on behalf of 
my institution, but I do speak from my position as an educator committed to secular 
humanism, the values embedded in liberal arts education. 
 
I submit this testimony in unequivocal opposition to LD 1351. 
 
This bill, which proposes to adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
(IHRA) definition of antisemitism as part of state law, is a dangerous step in the wrong 
direction. It is not simply about condemning antisemitism—something every person of 
conscience should do—it is about expanding the definition of antisemitism in a way that 
equates criticism of the state of Israel with hatred of Jewish people.  This bill would 
suppress protected speech and dissent at precisely the moment when we need more 
debate, more transparency, and more courage in public life—not less. 
 
In my June 2024 Portland Press Herald op-ed, I described a direct action I participated in to 
disrupt the operations of a General Dynamics factory in Saco that produces bombs that are 
being dropped in Gaza—on hospitals, refugee camps, homes and schools.  The values that 
motivated those actions were the same that are implicit in my work as an educator at a 
liberal arts university. As I wrote in the op-ed:  
 

There is a value orientation to liberal arts education. It’s secular humanism: a belief 
in reason and science, a search for truth, a concern for material life, a commitment 
to justice and fairness, and belief that a better world is possible. While some 
equivocate – “it’s complicated” – the matter seems quite clear to me: It’s time to put 
our bodies on the line to resist the normalization of mass death. 

 
I stand by those words today. As we speak, a genocide is still unfolding in real time, with 
U.S.-made bombs raining destruction and death on defenseless people of gaza. And yet, in 
the face of this brutality, it is those who dare to speak up who are being accused of hate. 
 



Let us be clear: to oppose apartheid is not antisemitic. To demand an end to occupation is 
not antisemitic. To protest ethnic cleansing and to call for Palestinian freedom is not 
antisemitic. 
 
What this bill threatens to do is enshrine into Maine law a definition that has been used 
across the country and around the world to silence criticism, shut down public debate, and 
punish those who stand in solidarity with the Palestinian people. It has been used to 
discipline students, fire professors, censor journalists, and blacklist artists. If this bill 
passes, it will give state sanction to that very same project of repression here in Maine. 
And let’s not pretend this is about protecting Jewish people. Many Jews—my colleagues, 
my students, my comrades in the streets—oppose the IHRA definition precisely because it 
puts Jews in more danger by eroding the distinction between a people and a state, and 
using Jewish identity as a shield for violence. 
 
Adopting this definition would not make Maine safer. It would make Maine less free. 
I teach my students that academic freedom, press freedom, and the right to protest are not 
abstract ideals—they are the air democracy breathes. I teach them to speak truth to power, 
to follow evidence wherever it leads, and to name injustice when they see it. LD 1351 
threatens that work. It creates a chilling eƯect on classrooms, on campuses, in the press, 
and in the public square. It would cast a shadow over everyone who dares to ask 
uncomfortable questions about U.S. foreign policy, about state violence, or about what real 
justice demands. 
 
This is not about civility. This is about power. 
 
This bill is part of a broader eƯort to shut down the growing movement—here in Maine and 
across the country—demanding freedom for Palestinians and accountability for Israel. This 
is an eƯort to isolate, demoralize, and marginalize that movement by mislabeling it as hate. 
The IHRA definition has already been rejected by hundreds of civil rights organizations, 
Jewish advocacy groups, and scholars of antisemitism. Even its original drafter, Ken Stern, 
has warned against its misuse, stating it is a “blunt instrument to label anyone an 
antisemite.” So why are we considering making it law in Maine? 
 
Instead of passing LD 1351, I urge this committee to reject this bill and, if it is truly 
committed to fighting antisemitism, adopt the Jerusalem Declaration on Antisemitism—a 
rigorous and principled alternative that aƯirms the fight against antisemitism without 
trampling on the right to critique states and movements. 
 
There are real and rising threats to democracy and human dignity. But they are not coming 
from students chanting for a free Palestine. They are coming from those who would silence 
them. 
 
I urge you: do not bring that silencing into Maine law. Vote no on LD 1351. 
 



Sincerely, 
Brendan McQuade 
Associate Professor of Criminology 
University of Southern Maine 
brendan.i.mcquade@gmail.com 
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