
 

 

Age requirements for Children to wear  

Life Jackets / Personal Floatation Devices 

 for Ocean Bordering States  
 

       NH – Age 12 & under 

       WA – 12 & Younger      NY – Under Age 12     

    Maine – Now age 10 & under 

          OR – Age 12 & Under                       
                    Ma – Under  age 12 
                    RI – Under age 13  
                    CT – Age 12 & Under 
                    NJ – Age 12 & under 
                    DE - Age 12 & under 
           CA – Age 12 & Under                  MD  - Under age 13   
                    DC  - Under Age 13 
 
                     VA - Under Age 13 
 AK – Under Age 13                  NC – Under Age 13 

      SC – Under Age 12  
                     GA – Under Age 13 
                      FL – Under Age 6 
                  AL – Under Age 8 
       HI - Age 12 & Under    MS  - Age 12 & Under 
                    LA – Age 16 & Under 
Note: About 116,800 recreational boats are registered in Maine.     TX – Under Age 13 
Not including kayaks, paddleboards, paddle propelled canoes, dinghy’s, and rowboats.      


