
November 30, 2020

Dear Becky Orff:

I’m writing to express my dismay over the recent DIFW proposed state regulation 
for airboat noise.

 The City of Portland’s noise ordinance limits sound in residential areas to 55 
decibels? 

On November 11, 2020 DIFW issued a proposed state regulation for airboat noise 
that allows airboats to operate at 100 decibels in Maine waters at any time day or 
night.

That level of noise day or night is thoroughly outrageous.  It disturbs all of the 
surrounding areas in the harbor and neighborhoods in Freeport and other 
communities.  I strongly believe that the November 11, 2020 by the DIFW should 
be amended to the two points below.

1.       Establish an airboat sound limit of 70 decibels (dBA) that is 
measured at the shoreline (i.e., not at the airboat).  This sound level can be 
achieved if airboats run at slower speed, travel at greater distance from the 
shoreline, and are configured to be quieter.
2.       Prohibit airboat operations between 7 PM and 7 AM.

Tom and Cathy Leach
165 South Freeport Rd. 
Freeport , ME 04032
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