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I am Director of Sustainability at iFixit, the free repair manual for everything, with over 90,000 guides for
how to fix everything from toasters to tractors. I’m here to voice support for LD 1487, because repair is a
key part of a more sustainable electronics future.

Electronics manufacturers talk a lot about making more sustainable electronics. They’ll tell you about their
designs that reduce hazardous chemicals, designs that use recycled plastic. But they usually won’t tell you
the truth: The most sustainable phone is the one already in your pocket.

We’re making too much stuff. There are 16 billion cell phones operating in the world today.1 And we’re
throwing away too much stuff. If you put one year of US e-waste on one side of a scale and every single
blue whale alive today on the other, the e-waste would be heavier.2 We’re recycling just a tiny fraction of
that e-waste—about 85% of it goes to landfills.3

Sure, we should be recycling more. Yet recycling won’t solve the e-waste problem. 17 of the metals in a
cell phone can’t be recycled at all.4 The same is true of most plastics in electronics, because they’re
treated with flame retardants.5

We need to slow down the rate of our consumption, and the best way to do that is to make sure we’re
getting the absolute most out of the stuff we’ve got. That means we’ve got to fix it when it breaks.
Consumer Reports found that 8 of 10 Americans had replaced a broken smartphone, appliance, or vehicle
in the past 5 years, most sooner than they wanted.6

To make sure that people can fix things when they want to, we’ve got to make sure that repairs are
available and affordable. LD 1487 would help restore competition in the repair market, which is a huge first
step toward a more sustainable electronics future.
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