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March 23, 2021 
 
 
Joint Standing Committee on Innovation, Development, 
Economic Advancement and Business 
Legislative Information Office 
100 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333 
 
Attn: Clerk Jodie Breton 

Re: Support of LD 149 

Dear Chair Curry, Chair Roberts, and Members of the Committee, 

The Maine Immigrants’ Rights Coalition supports LD 149, An Act to Facilitate Licensure for Credentialed 
Individuals from Other Jurisdictions. As a coalition with a commitment to advancing and defending the rights of 
immigrants our mission is to improve the legal, social and economic conditions experienced by Maine’s immigrants 
– enhancing their lives while strengthening Maine – through advocacy, information sharing and collaboration both 
through and among our member organizations. 

Maine’s multicultural population is complex and diverse. According to the 2020 US Census projections there are 
almost 90,000 multicultural people in Maine. The future of Maine resembles the future of the US, it is multicultural, 
and the upcoming generation will shape our workforce and consumers. Therefore attracting expertise to the State of 
Maine is a key element of the State’s economic and workforce expansion, as reflected in Maine’s Economic 
Development Strategy.  The State must also make full use of the expertise that is already here, and work to keep it. 

The Strategy proposes a variety of actions, including engaging workers in continuing education for career 
advancement (Action A4), increasing labor force participation of existing residents (Action B1), and attracting new 
workers from beyond Maine’s borders (Action B2). LD 149 advances each of these strategic actions by:  

• Granting the Commissioner flexibility to waive documentation requirements for otherwise qualified 
applicants.   
 

• Granting the Commissioner similar flexibility to waive or reduce licensing fees to reduce financial barriers 
for qualified applicants.  
 

• Authorizing the Commissioner to grant provisional licenses, allowing trained professionals to practice on a 
limited basis and under supervision with individualized paths to full licensure. 
 

• Authorizing the Commissioner to accept funding from public and private sources to further the purpose of 
the statute, and by authorizing the Commissioner to make grants to nongovernmental entities, such as those 
experienced in working with new Americans, veterans, and other emerging demographics. 

For these reasons, we urge passage of LD 149. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Mufalo Chitam 
Executive Director  
mufaloc@maineimmigrantrights.org 
207-776-8138 
https://maineimmigrantrights.org/ 
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MIRC MEMBERS  
ACLU of Maine  
African Women and 
Development  
Angolan Community 
Association of Maine 
Aspire For Humanity Initiatives  
Baha'i Community and Organic 
Change 
Burundi Community 
Association of Maine  
Cambodian Community 
Association of Maine  
Capital Area New Mainers 
Project 
CCM - Refugee and 
Immigration Services 
Coastal Enterprises, Inc (CEI) 
Choose Yourself 
City of Portland – Minority 
Health Program  
Congolese Brazzaville 
Community of Maine 
Congolese Community of Maine  
Congregation Bet Ha'am - 
Tikkun Olam Council 
Cross Cultural Consulting 
Group 
Cumberland Legal Aid Clinic, 
Refugee and Human Rights  
Djibouti Community and 
Volunteer Services  
Empower Immigrant 
Women(EIW) 
First Parish UU Church  
Frannie Peabody Center  
Furniture Friends 
Gateway Community Services 
Maine 

Greater Portland Family 
Promise 
Hispanic Ministry – Portland 
Diocese 
Hope Acts 
Immigrant Legal Advocacy 
Project 
Immigrant Resource Center Of 
Maine 
IN HER PRESENCE 
Iraqi Community Association of 
Maine 
Jewish Action Maine 
Ladder to the Moon Network  
Latinx Family Wellness & 
Recreation 
 Light Mission Church  
Mahoro Maine Association  
Maine Access Immigrant 
Network (MAIN) 
Maine Business Immigration 
Coalition 
Maine Citizens for Clean 
Elections - LWV 
Maine Community Integration  
Maine Council of Churches  
Maine Equal Justice Partners  
Maine Immigrant & Refugee 
Services 
Maine Mobile Health Program 
Maine People's Alliance  
Maine Unitarian Universalist 
State Advocacy 
Maine Women's Lobby 
Mano en Mano / Hand in Hand 
NAACP 
Network & Scholarships for 
Maine Immigrants Org  

New England Djibouti 
Community 
New Mainer Tenants 
Association 
New Mainers PAC 
New Mainers Resource Center- 
Portland Adult Ed. 
Office of Maine Refugee 
Services-CCM 
Portland Friends Meeting 
Preble Street  
Presente!ME  
Prosperity Maine 
Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Portland 
Rwandese Community 
Association of Maine  
Somali Bantu Community 
Association 
Somali Community Center of 
Maine 
South Sudanese Community 
Association of Maine  
Southern Maine Community 
College 
Southern Maine Workers Center 
Sudanese Roots 
Unified Asian Communities  
Welcoming Immigrants 
Network (WIN) of Greater 
Portland 
Welcoming Immigrants, Our 
New Neighbors 
 Welcoming the Stranger 
WIN - Bangor 
YMCA of Southern Maine 
YWCA Central Maine 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


