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My name is Susan Murphy and I am the Vice President of  Adult Intellectual and 
Developmental Disability Services at Spurwink. I ask that you please support this bill.
Spurwink employs over 250 DSPs, Direct Support Professionals who care for 
vulnerable adults with intellectual disabilities.  Our reimbursement rates are such that 
we are paying people minimum wage/ $12.15 to start...to provide personal care 
including lifting , showering and dressing people;  to pass medications for 
complicated psychiatric and medical issues;  to make on the spot judgments regarding
critical care; and to make meals, shop, and help support individual choices.  We have 
a critical work shortage, and we are competing for employees with businesses like 
Walmart who are paying $16 per hour. People do this work because they like helping 
others and believe in the value of it...but they cannot live on minimum wage. Many 
have 2 jobs or work 80-100 hours per week.  During the Pandemic, these heroes wore 
full PPE , sometimes for 30 days in a row, 24/7 to work in homes with COVID 
outbreaks that were under quarantine.  They are dedicated. They deserve higher pay. 


