Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial services
April 27,2021

LD 1457 An Act To Improve Access to Dental Hygiene by Authorizing Dental
Hygienists to Perform Dental Hygiene Diagnosis

Good Morning Senator Sanborn and Rep Tepler and members of the
Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services.

My name is Bonnie Vaughan IPDH, Med, MBA, | have more than 30 years
experience in Maine in the oral health field. My experience includes dental
hygiene education, private practice and many years in dental public health.
Currently I’'m the executive Director of a nonprofit dental center in Augusts,
Kennebec Valley Family Dentistry.

Definition of Dental Hygiene Diagnosis:

The identication of oral conditions for which treatment falls within the
dental hygiene scope of practice, as part of a dental hygiene treatment plan.

Oregon state statute permits dental hygienists to “diagnose, treatment plan
and provide dental services.

Colorado state statute Dental hygiene diagnosis means the identification of
an existing oral health problem that a dental hygienist is qualified and licensed to
treat within the scope of dental hygiene practice.

Attached is Appendix A Dental Hygiene Diagnosis from the American Dental
Hygienists’ Association

ADA Code for this service: D0130 or DO191 Assessment or Screening of a
patient.

| appreciate your time and interest in LD 1457, I'm open to questions and
will attend the work session. Bonnie Vaughan IPD, MEd, MBA Cumberland Maine,
bssvaughan@msn.com



Appendix A: Dental Hygiene Diagnosis
Position = b B S

It is the position of the American Dental Hygienists’ Association (ADHA) that dental hygiene di-
agnosis Is a necessary and intrinsic element of dental hygiene aducation and scope of practice.’

ADHA supports dental hygiene curricula that leads to competency in the dental hygiene process
of care: assessment, dental hyglene diagnosis, planning, implementation, evaluation, and docu-
mentation.?

Denta! Hygiene Dlagmss' - | =

The identification of an Individual’s health behavlors, attitudes, and oral 1 health care needs for
which a dental hygienist is educationally qualified and licensed to provide. The dental hygiene
diagnosis requires evidence-based critical analysis and Interpretation of assessments in order to
reach conclusions about the patient’s dental hygiene treatment needs. The dental hygiene diag-
nosis provides the basis for the dental hygiene care plan.* ’

[ Background e

The Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) was established in 1975 and is nationally rec-
ognized by the United States Department of Education as the scle agency to accredit dental and
dental-related education programs conducted at the post-secondary level. The CODA’s mission
is to serve the oral heaith care needs of the public through the development and administration
of standards that foster continuous quality improvement of dental and dental related educational

programs.

l

As a result of a resolution brought forth by the American Dental Association House of Delegates
in 2007, on January 1, 2010, the CODA removed “dental hygiene treatment plan” and “dental
hygiene diagnosis” from the CODA education accreditation standards for dental hygiene. These
terms h had been a part of the standards since 1998.

\ Dental | Hyglene Di Dlagncsis In State Laws \

in 2004 and 2009 respectively, Oregon and Colorado became the first states to specrﬁcally autho- |
rize the dental hyglene diagnosis as part of the dental hygienists’ scope of practice, Oregon state

statute specifically includes diagnosis within the definition of dental hygiene, Oregon state stal—‘
ute permits dental hyglenists to "diagnose, treatment plan and provide dental hygiene services,”

Under Colorado state statute, “dental hygiene diagnosis” means the identification of an existing

oral health problem that a dental hygienist is qualified and licensed to treat within the scope of
dental hygiene practice,

Dental Hygiene ]

The ADHA represents the professnonal interests of dental hyguemsts in the United States. Dental
hygiene is the science and practice of recognition, pravention and treatment of oral diseases and
conditions as an integral component of total heaith,. This Includes assessment, diagnosis, plan-
ning, implementation, evaluation and documentation and is the profession of dental hygienists.*
A dental hygienist is a primary care oral health professional who has graduated from an accred-
ited dental hygiene program in an Institution of higher education, licensed in dental hygiene to
provide education, assessment, research, administrative, diagnostic, preventive and therapeutic
- services that support overall health through the promotion of optimal oral health.®
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