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 O F F I C E  L O C A T I O N :  G A R D I N E R  A N N E X  
7 6  N O R T H E R N  A V E N U E ,  G A R D I N E R ,  M A I N E  

 

March 31, 2021 
 
Senator Heather Sanborn, Chair 
Representative Denise Tepler, Chair 
Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services 
100 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333-0100 
 
RE:   L.D. 998, An Act To Amend the Continuing Education Requirement for Pharmacists 
 
Dear Senator Sanborn, Representative Tepler, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation is neither for nor against L.D. 998, An 
Act To Amend the Continuing Education Requirement for Pharmacists.  Current law requires 
all pharmacists to complete 15 hours of board-approved continuing professional education.  At 
least two (2) of the total fifteen (15) hours must consist of board-approved courses on drug 
administration – regardless of whether the pharmacist has obtained the required certification to 
administer drugs and vaccines pursuant to Title 32, subchapter 13 (“ADV certification”). 
 
This bill clarifies that only a pharmacist with ADV certification is required to complete 2 hours 
of continuing professional education on drug administration.  While all pharmacists still must 
comply with the 15 hours of continuing education, L.D. 998 provides that those pharmacists 
without ADV certification will be permitted to refocus those 2 hours to a more relevant practice 
area for that pharmacist. 

 
Currently, of the 2,313 pharmacists licensed by the Board of Pharmacy, 1,332 have the ADV 
certification.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this information.  We would be happy to answer 
questions at the work session. 
 
Sincerely,  

      
Geraldine L. Betts, Board Administrator 
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