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Senator Lawrence, Representative Berry, and honorable members of the Joint Standing Committee on 

Energy, Utilities, and Technology (Committee), the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) testifies 

neither for nor against the sponsor’s amendment to LD 697, An Act to Reduce Risks to Maine's 

Critical Infrastructure. 

 

The sponsor’s amendment provided last week makes changes to the minimum factors the Commission 

must examine when determining if there are net benefits to ratepayers when a reorganization would 

result in the transfer of ownership and control of a public utility or the parent company of a public 

utility. 

 

The Commission notes that the requirement to consider impacts on rates and local control are already 

in statute and, therefore, the Commission engages in the evaluation envisioned in the amendment. It is 

important to note these are the minimum factors the Commission  considers; therefore there are likely 

to be other factors the Commission examines in these instances that would lead to a finding that there 

are net benefits to ratepayers, or conversely, there are no net benefits to ratepayers if this reorganization 

were to occur.  

 

The sponsor’s amendment adds the following language regarding ownership or control of a utility by a 

foreign government, foreign corporation or a subsidiary.   

 

(3) Whether the reorganization will avoid the ownership or control, in whole  

or in part, of a public utility by a foreign government, a foreign corporation or 

the subsidiary of a foreign corporation, in a manner that could: 

 

A. Pose risks at any time to system reliability, customer privacy or customer 

safety in the event of international hostilities; 

 

At the time the Commission considers approval of a reorganization, it would determine whether there 

are any significant issues or risks regarding the proposed transaction and would deny the reorganization 

if significant risks exist.  However, it is difficult predict international circumstances that might develop  
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in the future and how such developments may impact utility finances and operations. In the case of 

major international circumstances, the federal government would be the entity taking steps to address 

such circumstances, including the protection of the security of critical energy infrastructure.  

 

The Commission does not think these changes are necessary; however, we do not see this amendment 

as posing a new burden on the Commission and it is generally workable. 
 

I would be happy to answer any questions or provide additional information for the work session.  

         

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

       Deirdre Schneider 

       Legislative Liaison 

       Maine Public Utilities Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

cc:  Lindsay Laxon, Legislative Analyst 

 


