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Dear Members of the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources:

My name is Tobin Williamson and I am the Advocacy Manager with the Maine Immigrants’
Rights Coalition (MIRC), a statewide network of almost 100 member organizations working to
enhance the lives of Maine’s immigrant communities. MIRC works to advance systemic changes
in Maine through collaborative advocacy to ensure that voices of the state’s large, diverse, and
growing immigrant communities are heard.

One of the issues that has impacted immigrant communities most over the years is
Environmental Justice. Study after study has shown that immigrants are disproportionately
impacted by staying in unsafe homes (with lead’, ashestos", etc.), living in unsafe areas (due to
pollution’, flood zones", etc.), and working in unsafe conditions (with chemical exposuresY,
extreme temperatures¥', etc.).

We would like to see legislation that defines phrases such as Environmental Benefits,
Environmental Burdens, and Environmental Justice Principles. Indeed, we would like to see the
establishment of an Environmental Justice Advisory Council, one which prioritizes the voices of
people with lived experience and personal impacts regarding environmental justice issues.

We see L.D. 1621 as a starting point for further conversations on environmental justice, a first
step in the right direction but only the beginning of this important work. Thank you very much
for your consideration of this important issue.
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