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Climate Council

Before the Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources

Senator Brenner, Representative Tucker and distinguished members of the Committee on 
Environment and Natural Resources: As you all know, in December 2020, the Maine Climate 
Council released their call to action. After fourteen months of expert research, thorough 
deliberations, valuable input from stakeholders across a wide array of Maine industries — along 
with the voices of thousands of concerned Mainers — the bipartisan Climate Council 
unanimously agreed upon a detailed plan to address the threat of climate change here in Maine. 

Their report, “Maine Won’t Wait: A Four-year Plan for Climate Action,” outlines the specific 
actions that must be taken to address the greatest environmental threats facing our state. 
Thanks to the leadership of Governor Mills and the dedicated work of the Maine Climate 
Council, we now possess a roadmap for effectively addressing this issue.  We have at last gained 
clarity over what needs to be done — and, without further delay, the time to act has arrived. 
Hannah Pingree and Melanie Loyzim, the co-chairs of the Climate Council, have explained how 
this plan’s consistent and bold action on climate “will create thriving new economic sectors . . . 
save money for Maine people, towns, schools and business . . . improve rural transportation 
systems and open access to food grown and harvested by our fellow Mainers.” LD 1429 takes 
the actions necessary to achieve these desired outcomes. 

Because transportation is responsible for 54% of Maine’s greenhouse gas emissions, this bill 
helps accelerate Maine’s transition to electric vehicles, reduces the amount of vehicle miles 
traveled by investing in public transportation, promotes public commuting options and gives 
incentives to the freight industry to be more efficient. 

Because heating, cooling and lighting our buildings is responsible for almost one-third of 
Maine’s greenhouse gas emissions, this bill provides ongoing funding to Efficiency Maine Trust 
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to ensure that we meet our goal of installing more heat pumps and doubling the current pace of 
home weatherization efforts. 

Because climate change threatens the vital natural-resource sectors of Maine’s economy — like 
forestry, farming and fishing — this bill creates the Maine Farm and Fish to School Program to 
increase the amount of food consumed in Maine schools that comes from state food producers, 
and it establishes the University of Maine as the coordinating hub for state-applied research and 
development of climate-friendly bio-based wood-market innovation. 

Because we must protect our natural and working lands from the effects of climate change and 
development — and increase carbon sequestration efforts to achieve carbon neutrality — this bill 
provides funding to the Land for Maine’s Future Board to leverage matching contributions from 
public and private sources to conserve critically important natural landscapes and ecosystems. 
I have attached a chart to this testimony that provides the committee with a reference of every 
section contained in this bill — alongside an explanation of how each provision directly mirrors 
a specific unanimous bi-partisan recommendation. 

Of the over sixty recommendations made by the Climate Council, this bill addresses sixteen of 
the most time-sensitive action areas.  What we achieve here today, during this legislative session, 
will ultimately determine whether we meet our 2025, 2030, 2045 and 2050 goals.   

This is of course a global crisis.  But we cannot wait any longer for others to act for us. 
We in Maine have the power to make a big difference.  The rest of New England is watching 
what we do.  The rest of the country is watching.  And, perhaps most importantly of all, our 
children and grandchildren are watching.  If we take bold action now, other states will soon 
follow in our footsteps and big shifts will begin to occur. 

The Climate Council’s Four-year Plan for Climate Action is a roadmap for how we can best 
navigate the challenges that lay ahead.  The bill before you today, LD 1429, is our state taking 
tangible steps down the path that Maine’s experts have unanimously outlined for us.  Let us face 
the challenges ahead with renewed confidence — and let's have Maine continue to lead the way.  
If we do, others will surely follow. 

Thank you — and I’d be happy to answer any questions.
















