Submit written testimony in favor of LD 1572 to the Environment and Natural
Resources Committee, via the Maine Legislature’s Testimony Submission and Sign-
up page. This testimony page can be confusing, so we have included below
detailed instructions for submitting testimony.*

Here are a few talking points you may want to include in your testimony (it would
be best if you could put these into your own words):

Dear Senator Stacy Brenner, Representative Ralph Tucker, and the Distinguished
Members of the Environment and Natural Resources Committee:

I am writing to ask that the Environment and Natural Resources Committee vote
that LD 1572: Resolve, To Analyze the Impact of Sea Level Rise, ought to pass
because:

e Seas are rising. Scientific consensus predicts Maine will experience at
least 1.5 feet of sea level rise by 2050 and 3.9 feet by 2100. Maine's coast
will see increases in nuisance flooding, loss of coastal habitats and beaches,
and inundation of coastal infrastructure, such as wastewater treatment
plants, roads, culverts, and crossings.

e Flooding and storms are surging. 1-foot of sea level rise alone is
projected to result in a 15-fold increase in nuisance flooding, and
climate change is expected to increase the frequency of “100-year”
storms to occur once every 10 years. These impacts will cause
substantial disruptions for coastal communities and the fishing,
tourism, and port industries that support them.

e Coastal ecosystems may drown or migrate landward, causing
enormous disruption of our coastlines. 1.6-feet of sea level rise is
anticipated to submerge 67% of Maine’s coastal sand dunes, reduce
our dry beaches by 42%, and devastate saltmarshes. All three of
these ecosystems provide invaluable ecosystem services and
economic benefits to our communities.

e Economic consequences will be staggering. 3.9-feet of sea level rise is
estimated to cause over $671 million in cumulative building losses and
$665 million in gross domestic losses in Maine. Economists hired by the
Maine Climate Council predict that by 2050, Maine’s coastline will sustain
damages of up to $17.5 billion if we do not begin to adapt now.

e We can’t wait. LD 1572 will enable us to begin a timely effort to make our
communities resilient. Any delay in planning for sea level rise will increase
the cost and disruption adapting infrastructure to its impacts on our coast
and our lives.

Sincerely,

Erno Bonebakker

Erno R. Bonebakker
91 Park St.

Portland ME 04101
207 871 0048
Ebonebak@gmail.com



https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/82175C09-8ECA-4F60-B23B-AF421CF3D06B/r/82175C09-8ECA-4F60-B23B-AF421CF3D06B_270a76b6-e448-4ff7-b06e-8f7f04971de9/l/6E6F671B-146C-4DF6-99A4-83AA9AD21509/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/82175C09-8ECA-4F60-B23B-AF421CF3D06B/r/82175C09-8ECA-4F60-B23B-AF421CF3D06B_270a76b6-e448-4ff7-b06e-8f7f04971de9/l/6E6F671B-146C-4DF6-99A4-83AA9AD21509/c
mailto:Ebonebak@gmail.com

Erno Bonebakker
Portland and Chebeague |

Dear Senator Stacy Brenner, Representative Ralph Tucker, and the Distinguished Members
of the Environment and Natural Resources Committee:

I am writing to ask that the Environment and Natural Resources Committee vote that LD 1572:
Resolve, To Analyze the Impact of Sea Level Rise, ought to pass because:

Seas are rising. Scientific consensus predicts Maine will experience at least 1.5 feet of sea level rise by
2050 and 3.9 feet by 2100. Maine's coast will see increases in nuisance flooding, loss of coastal
habitats and beaches, and inundation of coastal infrastructure, such as wastewater treatment plants,
roads, culverts, and crossings.

Flooding and storms are surging. 1-foot of sea level rise alone is projected to result in a 15-fold
increase in nuisance flooding, and climate change is expected to increase the frequency of “100-year”
storms to occur once every 10 years. These impacts will cause substantial disruptions for coastal
communities and the fishing, tourism, and port industries that support them.

Coastal ecosystems may drown or migrate landward, causing enormous disruption of our coastlines.
1.6-feet of sea level rise is anticipated to submerge 67% of Maine’s coastal sand dunes, reduce our dry
beaches by 42%, and devastate saltmarshes. All three of these ecosystems provide invaluable
ecosystem services and economic benefits to our communities.

Economic consequences will be staggering. 3.9-feet of sea level rise is estimated to cause
over $671 million in cumulative building losses and $665 million in gross domestic losses in
Maine. Economists hired by the Maine Climate Council predict that by 2050, Maine’s
coastline will sustain damages of up to $17.5 billion if we do not begin to adapt now.

We can’t wait. LD 1572 will enable us to begin a timely effort to make our communities
resilient. Any delay in planning for sea level rise will increase the cost and disruption
adapting infrastructure to its impacts on our coast and our lives.

Sincerely,
Erno Bonebakker

Erno R. Bonebakker
91 Park St.

Portland ME 04101
207 871 0048
Ebonebak@gmail.com



