
Dear Senator Joseph Rafferty, Representative Michael Brennan, and members of the Education
and Cultural Affairs Committee.

My name is Sam Slavin and I live in Orono, Maine. I am writing to ask you to support LD 1642,
An Act to Strengthen the Teaching of Wabanaki Studies in Maine Schools.

With the current educational system, many Maine students have graduated with little or no
education about the Wabanaki Nations.

This bill will allow the Department of Education, school administrators, and teachers to receive
consistent and expert guidance on teaching Wabanaki Studies.

As a Mainer having attended Maine schools K-12, I received little to no education about the
Wabanki people and Maine’s history of colonization. This feels incredibly disrespectful to the
Wabanki people and has left me uninformed about the place I call home.

Please support LD 1642 to better Maine’s education system. Thank you for your time.
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