2022-2023
OFFICERS

President
Amber L. Tucker

President-Elect
Jeremy Pratt

Vice President
Matthew D. Morgan

Treasurer
Walter F. McKee

Secretary
Sarah E. Branch

2022-2023
DIRECTORS

Dylan R. Boyd
Andrew Edwards
Devens Hamlen
Scott F. Hess
James Mason
Harris Mattson
Joseph Mekonis
Stacey D. Neumann
Neil Prendergast
Luke S. Rioux
Adam P. Sherman
Adam Swanson
Robert T. Van Horn

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Tina Heather Nadeau

MAINE ASSOCIATION OF CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYERS
P.O. Box 17642
Portland, ME 04112-8642
(207) 523-9869
mainemacdl@gmail.com

May 2, 2023

Senator Anne Beebe-Center, Chair
Representative Suzanne Salisbury

Committee on Criminal Justice & Public Safety
100 State House Station Room 436

Augusta, ME 04330

RE: LD 1796 -- An Act to Protect Maine’s Transit Employees

Dear Senator Beebe-Center, Representative Salisbury, and Members of the Criminal
Justice and Public Safety Committee:

MACDL opposes LD 1796.

This bill makes it a felony offense to commit any assault whatsoever on a “transit
employee.” This includes spitting at a transit employee.

While we can all agree that assaulting anyone and even spitting on them is a crime for
which there should be a punishment, making this a full-blown felony level offense is
inappropriate, inconsistent with basic principles of criminal justice, and not
proportionate to the offense.

As it stands now, and as MACDL has said repeatedly this past session, a person who
commits assault on a transit worker is subjected to a penalty of up to 364 days in jail
aswell as fines. There is no evidence that any judge, much less a prosecutor, has ever
suggested that the current crime is an insufficient deterrent and that the judge or the
prosecutor would seek to impose a sentence of more than 364 days in jail for a person
engaged in these acts.

Felony crimes should be reserved for those particularly outrageous or repeated such
that a person should be branded a felon for the rest of their life and suffer all of those
many significant consequences. Assault on a transit employee is not one of those
crimes.

Do not create a new felony.

Thank you for the opportunity to address this issue.



Sincerely,

Aol

Walter F. McKee
Chair, Legislative Committee



