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Dear Committee Members,

I stand opposed to LD 1035. Our “war on drugs” has resulted in mass incarceration and the 
majority of mental health treatment in prisons instead of in the community or other more 
appropriate settings. Drug fatality rates continue to rise from illegally manufactured fentanyl and 
other analogues at alarming rates with the continued approach that emphasizes punishment fails. 



Deaths for the pandemic spiked to 88,000 (12 months that ended August 2020). Until we move 
to harm reduction strategies more people will die, and we will continue to warehouse our 
population in prisons. America is 5% of the world’s population but 25% of the prison population. 
64% of the prison population suffers from mental illness of which substance use disorder is a 
subset.



LD1035 will not necessarily target the right people as well as result in needless incarceration that 
does not serve it purpose of rehabilitation. We are not treating people in prison. We are not 
solving our opioid crisis. This is one step in the right direction.
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