4/21/2021

RE: Testimony for LD 759: An Act to Amend the Child Endangerment Laws to Include Certain
Unauthorized Access to a Loaded Firearm

Senator Deschambault, Senator Warren and members of the Criminal Justice & Public Safety Committee

My name is Lynn Ellis from Brunswick, Maine and | am a proud member of Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in America. We are a grassroots movement of Americans fighting for
public safety measures that can protect people from gun violence. We know that gun violence
is preventable, and we’re committed to doing what it takes to keep families safe. Today | speak
in support of LD 759.

This bill would help prevent the tragic deaths and injuries of children in Maine who gain access
to a loaded firearm. We know that in Maine 80% of all gun deaths among children under 18 are
suicides.® Although firm statistics are difficult to find, approximately a dozen children have been
impacted this past year, either killing or injuring themselves or a family member by accessing a
loaded firearm. We do know that of the 163 deaths involving a firearm this past year, 90% of
these are suicides. And then there are the unintentional deaths. Every year in the US nearly 350
children access a loaded gun and unintentionally shoot themselves or someone else.2 We read
about the incidents in Maine like the teenage boy in New Sharon who unintentionally killed
himself while talking on zoom with a friend.? We know of the child in Waterville who gained
access to a gun and unintentionally shot his 2-year-old sibling.* All were likely preventable if
guns were securely, stored and not accessible.

This bill would help prevent future tragedies by adding a new section to Maine's child
endangerment statute. It would make it a crime to leave a loaded firearm in a place the person
knows (or should know) a child is likely to access it if the child actually accesses the gun and
uses or discharges it. Research shows that secure storage laws, sometimes referred to as child-
access prevention laws, can play a vital role in reducing unintentional firearm injuries and
deaths among children, as well as firearm self-injuries and suicides among young people.®
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With a record number of firearms purchased during the Covid pandemic, the risk of
unauthorized child access is greater than it ever has been.t Please support the passage of LD
7539 to save the lives of the children in our state by preventing them from gaining access to
firearms and doing harm to themselves or others.
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