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The presence and persistence of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) 
contamination in soil, water and crops is an emerging national issue, and the 
unfolding information about PFAS in Maine is alarming, especially for farmers, 
whose health and livelihoods are at risk. The application of PFAS-contaminated 
sludge or residuals decades ago by farmers who were unaware of the presence and 
health risks of PFAS can still impact PFAS levels in the soil and water today. Sludge 
application has led to the contamination of at least nine family farms and hundreds of 
residential wells, and this number is likely to increase as the state ramps up testing on 
over 700 sites across Maine.
The future of farming in Maine depends on how we meet the challenges of PFAS 
contamination on our farms and farmland. Our farmers need robust support to address
the health and financial impacts of PFAS contamination, and Maine needs robust 
support for research and remediation so that we have the farmland we need for our 
future.
LD 2013 would provide that assistance by establishing a fund and associated advisory
committee to invest $100 million in farmer support needs such as:
Income replacement and mortgage payments,
Health monitoring,
New infrastructure, business models, and farm management practices,
Relocation services and the buying and selling of agricultural land, and
Research that is necessary to support the development of Maine’s agricultural sector in this 
new context, including research on soil and water remediation methods.


