LEADERSHIP TEAM

Michael E. Dubyak

Former President, CEO, & Chairman
WEX, Inc.

FocusMaine Co-Chair

Andrea Cianchette Maker
Partner, Pierce Atwood LLP
FocusMaine Co-Chair

Michael Bourque
President & CEO
The MEMIC Group

Jay Dearborn
President, Corporate Payments
WEX, Inc.

Dr. John Fitzsimmons
President Emeritus
Maine Community College System

Clifton Greim
President
Frosty Hill Consulting

Kimberly Hamilton, PhD
President
FocusMaine

Charles E. Hewett, PhD
Executive Director

Institute for Engineering and Life
Sciences (IDEALS)

Chip Kelley
Maine Market President
KeyBank

Ed McKersie
Founder & President
ProSearch, Inc.

ADVISORY TEAM LEADS

Academic

Dr. Joan Ferrini-Mundy

Team Chair

President, University of Maine and
University of Maine Machias

Business

Dana Connors

Team Chair

President

Maine State Chamber of Commerce

Research

Charles Lawton, PhD
Team Chair

Chief Economist
Planning Decisions, Inc.

CONTACT
128 State Street #101
Augusta, ME 04330

(207) 623-4568x101
info@focusmaine.org

focusmaine.org

May 4, 2021

FocusMaine is pleased to submit this letter in support of the proposed Act to
Strengthen Maine’s Agriculture, Food, and Forest Economy (LD 1565).

FocusMaine is a private sector-led initiative to accelerate the creation of quality jobs in
Maine by investing in three of the state’s globally competitive and high-growth fields—
agriculture, aquaculture, and biopharmaceuticals. Our efforts in agriculture address
challenges in production, sales & marketing, finance and planning. Our programs foster
job growth through business support services, funding, workforce development,
business attraction, and by helping Maine companies sell more of their products
outside of the state.

We use a partnership model to advance our job creation goals, and the proposed Bill
fully aligns with our efforts with our agriculture strategy partners, the Maine Center for
Entrepreneurs (MCE) and Coastal Enterprises Inc. (CEl). MCE’s Cultivator and
MarketShare programs and CEl’s Tastemaker program grew out of our strategy. Taken
together, these programs provide a continuum of care for early- through later-stage
companies in the food economy. The proposed Bill would provide a structure for
funding important gaps in Maine’s food supply chains, and if funded, would accelerate
and deepen the impact of our investments.

The Bill also aligns with key elements of Maine’s 10-year strategy and recovery plan by
providing a mechanism for investment in critical infrastructure needs in the food and
forest economy, and with the State’s Climate Action Plan by helping to build resilient
regional supply chains.

FocusMaine is fully supportive of the proposed Act to Strengthen Maine’s Agriculture,
Food, and Forest Economy (LD 1565) to build a stronger, more resilient, and more
prosperous agricultural economy in Maine.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Hamilton, PhD
President, FocusMaine



