MRS Title 29-A, §2112-A. OPEN CONTAINER; DRINKING IN A VEHICLE PROHIBITED

§2112-A. Open container; drinking in a vehicle prohibited

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms
have the following meanings.

A. "Alcohol" means spirituous, vinous, fermented or other alcoholic beverage, or combination of
liquors and mixed liquors, intended for human consumption that contains more than 1/2 of 1% of
alcohol by volume. [PL 1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).]

B. "Open alcoholic beverage container" means a bottle, can or other receptacle that contains any

amount of alcohol, and that is open or has a broken seal, or the contents of which are partially
removed. [PL 1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).]

C. "Passenger area" means the area designed to seat the operator and passengers while a motor
vehicle is in operation and any area readily accessible to the operator or a passenger, including the
glove compartment, while in their seating positions. [PL 1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).]

D. "Public way" means a way, including a right-of-way, owned and maintained by the State, a
county or a municipality over which the general public has a right to pass. [PL 1999, c. 293, §3
(NEW).]

[PL 1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).]

2. Violation. The operator of a vehicle on a public way is in violation of this section if the operator
or a passenger in the passenger area of the vehicle:

A. Consumes alcohol; or [PL 1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).]

B. Possesses an open alcoholic beverage container. [PL 1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).]

3. Exceptions. An operator of a vehicle is not in violation of this section if:

A. The operator or a passenger possesses an open alcoholic beverage container in a vehicle not
equipped with a trunk if the open alcoholic beverage container is located behind the last upright

seat of the vehicle or in an area not normally occupied by the operator or passenger; [PL 1999, c.
293, §3 (NEW).]

B. A passenger transported for a fee consumes alcohol or possesses an open alcoholic beverage
container in a vehicle designed for the for-hire transportation of passengers other than a taxicab;
[PL 1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).]

C. A passenger possesses an open alcoholic beverage container or a passenger consumes alcohol
in the living quarters of a motor home, trailer, semitrailer or truck camper; or [PL 1999, c. 293,
§3 (NEW).]

D. The operator or the operator's employer holds a valid off-premise catering license issued under
Title 28-A, section 1052 and the alcohol is being transported either to or from a catered event. [PL
1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).]

[PL 1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1999, c. 293, §3 (NEW).

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include
the following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects
changes made through the First Special Session of the 132nd Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2025. The text

0203025 §2112-A. Open container; drinking in a vehicle prohibited |1



MRS Title 29-A, §2112-A. OPEN CONTAINER; DRINKING IN A VEHICLE PROHIBITED

is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine
Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

2 | §2112-A. Open container; drinking in a vehicle prohibited 1%?5%2?




