Maine Revised Statutes

Title 22: HEALTH AND WELFARE
Chapter 1671: CHILD PLACING AGENCY

8§8205. COLLECTION AND DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION ABOUT A
CHILD'S BACKGROUND

This section governs the collection and disclosure of information about the child's background. [ 1995,
c. 391, 83 (RPR.]

1. Information to be collected. The licensed child placing agency shall obtain medical and genetic
information on the birth parents and the child. Specifically, the licensed child placing agency shall attempt to
obtain:

A. A current medical, psychological and developmental history of the child, including an account of the
child's prenatal care, medical condition at birth, results of newborn screening, any drug or medication
taken by the child's birth mother during pregnancy, any subsequent medical, psychological or psychiatric
examination and diagnosis, any physical, sexual or emotional abuse suffered by the child and arecord of
any immunizations and health care received since birth; and [ 1995, c¢. 391, 83 (NEW. ]

B. Relevant information concerning the medical, psychological and social history of the birth parents,
including any known disease or hereditary disposition to disease, the history of use of drugs and acohol,
the health of the birth mother during her pregnancy and the health of the birth parents at the time of the
child'sbirth. [ 1995, c. 391, 83 (NEW.]

[ 1995, c. 391, §3 (NEW .]

2. Disclosur e before placement. Prior to the child being placed for the purpose of adoption, the
licensed child placing agency shall provide the information described in subsection 1 to the prospective
adoptive parents.

[ 1995, c. 391, §3 (NEW .]

3. Specific reasonsfor concern. If thelicensed child placing agency has specific, articulable reasonsto
guestion the truth or accuracy of any of the information obtained, those reasons must be disclosed in writing
to the prospective adoptive parents.

[ 1995, c. 391, §3 (NEW .]

4. Noticethat information unavailable. The prospective adoptive parents must be informed in
writing if any of the information described in subsection 2 can not be obtained, either because the records
are unavailable or because the birth parents are unable or unwilling to consent to its disclosure or to be
interviewed.

[ 1995, c. 391, §3 (NEW .]

5. Request for additional information. If, after achild is placed for adoption and either before or
after the adoption isfinal, the child suffers a serious medical or mental illness for which the specific medical,
psychological or social history of the birth parents or the child may be useful in diagnosing or treating such
illness, the prospective adoptive or adoptive parents may request the child placing agency to attempt to obtain
additional information. The child placing agency shall attempt to obtain the information promptly and shall
disclose any information collected to the prospective adoptive or adoptive parents as soon as reasonably
possible. The licensed child placing agency may charge a fee to the prospective adoptive or adoptive parents
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to cover the cost of obtaining and providing the additional information. Fees collected by the department must
be dedicated to defray the costs of abtaining and providing the additional information. Fees may be reduced
or waived for low-income prospective adoptive or adoptive parents.

[ 1995, c. 391, 8§83 (NEW .]

6. International adoptions. If the child to be placed for adoption is from aforeign country that has
jurisdiction over the child and the prospective adoptive parents are United States citizens, compliance with
federal and international adoption laws is deemed to be compliance with this section.

[ 1995, c. 391, §3 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
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The State of Maine claims a copyright inits codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrightsand other rightsto statutory text arereserved by the Sate of Maine. Thetext includedin this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 127th Maine Legidatureand is current through October 1, 2016. Thetextissubject to
changewithout natice. It isa version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Satutes
Annotated and supplementsfor certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our god
isnot to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform ressarch for or providelegd advice or interpretation of Mainelaw to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact aqudified attorney.
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