Maine Revised Statutes

Title 15: COURT PROCEDURE -- CRIMINAL
Chapter 100: Warrants

8654. WARRANTS

1. Form of warrant. A bench warrant and areturn of service must each be maintained and transmitted
in electronic form unless the statewide warrant management system is unavailable or other exigent
circumstances prevent such electronic maintenance or transmittal, in which case a paper warrant may be
issued and entered into the warrant docket management system as soon as practicable. An electronic warrant
with a digital signature or an electronic signatureis of equal validity as a manually signed paper warrant
issued pursuant to former chapter 99 and has the full force and effect of law.

[ 2011, c. 214, §2 (NEW; 2011, c. 214, 86 (AFF) .]

2. Warrant electronically available. A certified electronic warrant must be maintained in the
warrant docket management system and its details and status must be available at all timesto the Maine
State Police, which shall make that information available to local law enforcement agencies through the
M aine telecommunications and routing operations system. The certified electronic warrant must include an
electronic signature or digital signature, and may include a digital watermark or such other security features as
the Administrative Office of the Courts determines necessary to verify the warrant's authenticity.

[ 2011, c. 214, §2 (NEW:; 2011, c. 214, §6 (AFF) .]

3. Content of warrant. A bench warrant must contain:

A. Thesubject'snameor diasname; [ 2011, c. 214, 82 (NEW; 2011, c. 214, 86
(AFF) . ]

B. The subject's date of birth, if known; [ 2011, c. 214, 82 (NEW; 2011, c. 214, 86
(AFF) . ]

C. Atleast oneidentified charge; [ 2011, c. 214, 82 (NEW; 2011, c. 214, 86
(AFF) . ]

D. Anindication if any pending chargeisadomestic violencecrime; and [ 2011, c. 214, §2
(NEW; 2011, c. 214, 86 (AFF).]

E. Availableinformation concerning the identity and location of the subject sufficient to meet the
minimum requirements established by the Maine telecommunications and routing operations system and
the National Crime Information Center. [ 2011, c¢. 214, 82 (NEW; 2011, c. 214, 86
(AFF) . ]

The bench warrant may contain photographs of the subject, a description of any distinguishing physical
characteristics and other information that will aid in the location of the subject and the execution of the
warrant. A bench warrant is not rendered invalid because of technical nhoncompliance with this section.

[ 2011, c. 214, §2 (NEW; 2011, c. 214, §6 (AFF) .]

4. National Crime Information Center. A bench warrant may not be entered in the National Crime
Information Center database without authorization from the Attorney General or designee of the Attorney
General or adistrict attorney or designee of the district attorney, except that the Department of Corrections
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may enter a bench warrant for aviolation of parole or probation or for escape. The authorizing entity shall
specify appropriate geographic limitations, if any, on extradition, which are subject to change, at the time the
bench warrant is executed.

[ 2011, c. 214, §2 (NEW; 2011, c. 214, §6 (AFF) .]

5. Clerical errors. A clerical error in abench warrant must ordinarily be corrected by the issuance of
areplacement warrant by the issuing court or agency, but may be corrected by an authorized judicial officer
upon an ex parte application in exigent circumstances.

[ 2011, c. 214, §2 (NEW: 2011, c. 214, §6 (AFF) .]

6. Removal from database. When abench warrant is recalled by the issuing court, the court shall
maintain arecord of the recall and the bench warrant must be immediately removed from the warrant docket
management system and the Maine State Police wanted database. When a bench warrant is executed, the law
enforcement agency must make an electronic return of service immediately upon verification that the served
individual is the subject of the bench warrant. Once areturn of service has been received, the bench warrant
must be removed from the Maine State Police wanted database.

[ 2011, c. 214, §2 (NEW; 2011, c. 214, §6 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
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The State of Maine clams a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this materia, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrightsand other rightsto statutory text arereserved by the Sate of Maine. Thetext included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 127th Maine Legidatureand iscurrent through October 1, 2016. Thetextissubject to
changewithout notice. It isa version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Satutes
Annotated and supplementsfor certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes aso requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goa
is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or providelegd adviceor interpretation of Mainelaw to the public.
If you need legd assistance, please contact aqudified attorney.
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