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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 15: COURT PROCEDURE -- CRIMINAL

Chapter 1: JURISDICTION AND VENUE

§1. SUPERIOR COURT; CRIMINAL JURISDICTION

1. Jurisdiction.  The Superior Court has original jurisdiction, exclusive or concurrent, of all crimes.

[ 1999, c. 731, Pt. ZZZ, §9 (NEW);  1999, c. 731, Pt. ZZZ, §42 (AFF) .]

2. Appellate and review jurisdiction. 

[ 2015, c. 431, §3 (RP) .]

3. Location of post-arraignment proceedings.  The Supreme Judicial Court may by rule provide
that, with the consent of the defendant, post-arraignment proceedings in criminal cases may be conducted at
locations other than those provided by statute. The Supreme Judicial Court may by rule provide that, without
the consent of the defendant, post-arraignment proceedings in criminal cases may be conducted at locations
other than those provided by statute, provided that the location is in an adjoining county and that it is in the
vicinity of where the offense was committed.

[ 1999, c. 731, Pt. ZZZ, §9 (NEW);  1999, c. 731, Pt. ZZZ, §42 (AFF) .]

4. No jurisdiction, powers, duties or authority of Law Court.  The Superior Court does not have and
may not exercise the jurisdiction, powers, duties or authority of the Supreme Judicial Court sitting as the Law
Court.

[ 1999, c. 731, Pt. ZZZ, §9 (NEW);  1999, c. 731, Pt. ZZZ, §42 (AFF) .]

SECTION HISTORY
1975, c. 337, §3 (AMD).  1979, c. 127, §114 (AMD).  1985, c. 179, (AMD). 
1999, c. 731, §ZZZ42 (AFF).  1999, c. 731, §ZZZ9 (RPR).  2005, c. 64, §1
(AMD).  2015, c. 100, §1 (AMD).  2015, c. 431, §3 (AMD).

§2. DEATH AND INJURY SEPARATED BY STATE LINE
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1975, c. 499, §2 (RP).

§3. OFFENSES NEAR COUNTY LINE OR IN 2 COUNTIES
When an offense is committed on the boundary between 2 counties or within 100 rods thereof; or a

mortal wound or other violence or injury is inflicted or poison is administered in one county, whereby death
ensues in another, the offense may be alleged in the complaint or indictment as committed, and may be tried
in either.
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§4. COUNTY LINES TERMINATING AT OR NEAR TIDEWATERS; COURSE
The lines of the several counties of the State which terminate at or in tidewaters shall run by the principal

channel in such directions as to include, within the counties to which they belong, the several islands in
said waters, and after so including such islands shall run in the shortest and most direct line to the extreme
limit of the waters under the jurisdiction of this State, and all waters between such lines off the shores of the
respective counties shall be a part of, and held to be within, such counties, respectively.

§5. WARRANTS FOR OFFENSES AT OR NEAR TIDEWATERS; AUTHORITY
OF OFFICERS

Any official authorized to issue warrants within any county may issue warrants for offenses committed
in or upon the waters so made a part of such county or the waters of any adjoining county. Said warrant shall
be returnable in the county where issued and the courts in such county shall have jurisdiction of the offense.
Officers have the same authority upon all such waters as they have upon land within the county where the
warrant is issued.

§6. ACQUITTAL IN PART; CONVICTION IN PART
When a person, indicted for an offense, is acquitted of a part by verdict of the jury and found guilty

of the residue thereof, such verdict may be received and recorded by the court. He may be considered as
convicted of the offense, if any, which is substantially charged by such residue, and be punished accordingly,
although such offense would not otherwise be within the jurisdiction of said court.

§7. REMOVAL OF PERSONS CHARGED WITH CRIME IN 2 COUNTIES
When a person is imprisoned or held under arrest in one county, a judge of the District Court or any

Justice of the Superior Court, whichever court has jurisdiction over the matter to be heard, may order his
removal into another county, when complaint has been made and warrant issued or an indictment has been
found, charging the person so arrested or imprisoned with the commission of a crime in such other county, for
examination or trial under said complaint or indictment; but, before issuing such order, he shall be satisfied
that the administration of speedy and impartial justice requires it. [1977, c. 49, (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
1977, c. 49, (AMD).

§8. DUTIES OF OFFICER HOLDING PRISONER OR HOLDING COURT'S
ORDER OF REMOVAL

The officer holding the person described in the court order shall deliver him to the officer presenting it,
upon receiving an attested copy of the same, and of the complaint and warrant or indictment on which such
order is founded. The officer receiving the accused person shall bring him before the proper court or judge in
the county to which he is removed, for examination and trial, and make due return of his proceedings.
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change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes
Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal
is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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