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TITLE 7
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS
PART 1
ADMINISTRATION
CHAPTER 1
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY

§1. Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, is established and is maintained for the
improvement of agriculture and the advancement of the interests of husbandry. The Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry is referred to in this Title as the "department" and consists of
the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, in this Title called the "commissioner,"
and the following: the Board of Pesticide Control, the Maine Milk Commission, the Maine Potato
Board, the Seed Potato Board, the Harness Racing Commission and the Board of Veterinary Medicine.
The commissioner is appointed by the Governor, subject to review by the joint standing committee of
the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture matters and to confirmation by the Legislature, and
holds office during the pleasure of the Governor. The commissioner is entitled to receive actual
expenses incurred in the performance of the commissioner's official duties. The commissioner may
employ such clerical labor as may be required, subject to the Civil Service Law, and may expend such
sums for postage, telephone, telegraph and other general office expenses as may be necessary in the
performance of the commissioner's duties, the same to be paid out of any money appropriated by the
Legislature for such purpose. [PL 2009, c. 369, Pt. A, §20 (AMD); PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §§5,
6 (REV).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1965, c. 253, §§1-3 (AMD). PL 1965, c. 421, §§3,4 (AMD). PL 1967, c. 476, §13 (AMD).
PL 1969, c. 504, §15 (AMD). PL 1971, c. 490, §§1,3 (AMD). PL 1971, c. 594, §1 (AMD). PL
1973, c. 95, §1 (AMD). PL 1973, c. 537, §5 (AMD). PL 1973, c. 788, §29 (AMD). PL 1975, c.
444, §1 (AMD). PL 1975, c. 477, §1 (AMD). PL 1975, c. 771, §96 (RPR). PL 1979, c. 731,
§§2,3 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 308, §§1,14 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 785, §B42 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 435,
§2 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 837, §A12 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 502, §C3 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 693, §3
(AMD). PL 2009, c. 369, Pt. A, §20 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §§5, 6 (REV).

§1-A. Legislative intent

The Legislature finds agriculture to be a major industry in the State, contributing substantially to
the state's overall economy, essential to the maintenance and strengthening of rural life and values and
necessary to the preservation of the health, safety and welfare of all of the people of this State. [PL
1979, c. 731, §4 (NEW).]

The survival of the family farm is of special concern to the people of the State, and the ability of
the family farm to prosper, while producing an abundance of high quality food and fiber, deserves a
place of high priority in the determination of public policy. For this purpose there is established the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. [PL 1979, c. 731, §4 (NEW); PL 2011, c.
657, Pt. W, §5 (REV).]
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SECTION HISTORY
PL 1979, c. 731, §4 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §5 (REV).
§1-B. Preservation of rural life and values; joint responsibility

The Legislature finds there has been a dramatic increase of interest in rural living and small and
part-time farming; that a high proportion of the population in rural areas is poor, elderly and
underemployed; agriculture is significant to the State's economy and that a prospering, stable rural
community contributes to the rural quality of life, the preservation of productive farm, farmlands and
open space. [RR 1991, c. 2, §21 (COR).]

The Legislature finds that programs that improve the employment opportunity, rural skills, food
supply, health and nutrition of the rural people of Maine will improve the economy of Maine and
improve the rural quality of life and the health of people and are therefore in the public interest. [RR
1991, c. 2, §21 (COR).]

The Legislature further finds the preservation of rural life and values in the State to be the joint
responsibility of all public agencies, local, state and federal, whose policies and programs substantially
impact the economy and general welfare of people who reside in rural Maine, such as the development
and implementation of programs that assist in the maintenance of family farms, provide specialized
opportunities for education and technical training and improve health and nutrition. The state agencies
in addition to the department include, but are not limited to, the Department of Education, Department
of Health and Human Services, Department of Labor and the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry. [RR 1991, c. 2, §21 (COR); PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. B, §6 (REV); PL 2011, c. 657,
Pt. W, §5 (REV).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 532, §1 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 700, §A29 (AMD). RR 1991, c. 2, §21 (COR). PL
2003, c. 689, §B6 (REV). PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §5 (REV).

§1-C. Rules and regulatory and enforcement authority regarding the Marijuana Legalization
Act

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2017, c. 278, §1 (NEW). PL 2017, c. 409, Pt. A, §2 (RP).
§2. -- duties

The commissioner is the chief executive charged with the enforcement of all statutes delegating
responsibility to the commissioner or the department and shall be vigilant in discovering violations
thereof and making complaint to the proper authorities. The commissioner shall by personal
observation, investigation and correspondence become acquainted with the methods and wants of
practical husbandry, the means of fertilization and the adaptation of various products to the soils and
climate of the State and with the progress of scientific and practical agriculture elsewhere, with a view
to the more complete development of the natural resources of the State. The commissioner shall gather
statistics of information concerning agriculture and publish the same annually. The commissioner shall
assist the farmers of the State, in so far as is practicable, to secure farm help and to promote increased
production of farm crops through the selection, the growing and the dissemination of superior strains
of seeds. The commissioner shall make and preserve a full record of all rules and regulations
promulgated under this Title, and all payments and expenses incurred hereunder, and all other
transactions performed by the commissioner in the discharge of the commissioner's duties. The
commissioner shall collect the legal and usual fees payable to the commissioner by virtue of the office
and shall pay them over forthwith to the Treasurer of State. [RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §49 (COR).]
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The commissioner is the chief administrative officer of the department. The commissioner has the
following duties in addition to those specified in this section: [RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §50 (COR).]

1. Budget. Prepare a budget for the department.
[PL 1971, c. 594, §2 (NEW).]

2. Personnel. Transfer personnel within the department to insure the efficient utilization of
department personnel.

[PL 1971, c. 594, §2 (NEW) ]

3. Purchases. Coordinate the purchase and use of all department equipment.
[PL 1971, c. 594, §2 (NEW).]

4. Review. Review the function and operation of the divisions to insure that overlapping functions
and operations are eliminated.

[PL 1971, c. 594, §2 (NEW).]

5. Report. Report and make recommendations to the Governor and Legislature with respect to
methods of stimulating and encouraging the growth and modernization of agricultural enterprises in
this State. The report must be submitted to the Governor and the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture matters no later than December 1st of each even
numbered year. For purposes of obtaining information, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry may hold public hearings throughout the State, after giving public notice of the public
hearings.

[PL 1991, c. 837, Pt. A, §13 (AMD); PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §5 (REV).]

6. Strategic plan to end hunger. Act as the lead among departments and agencies of State
Government to implement a strategic plan to end hunger in the State by 2030. The Office of Policy
Innovation and the Future, established in Title 5, section 3102, shall provide staffing services to the
commissioner as necessary for purposes of this subsection. Strategies must include:

A. Building infrastructure and capacity necessary within and outside State Government to
coordinate implementation of the plan to end hunger in the State; [PL 2021, c. 677, §1 (NEW).]

B. Ensuring consistent, easy and equitable access to healthy and culturally appropriate food; [PL
2021, c. 677, §1 (NEW).]

C. Promoting, supporting and enabling economic security and opportunity for all households in
the State; [PL 2021, c. 677, §1 (NEW).]

D. Focusing on collective responsibility to amplify the voices of persons experiencing food
insecurity; and [PL 2021, c. 677, §1 (NEW).]

E. Closing the equity gap in household food insecurity by addressing underlying structural
inequities. [PL 2021, c. 677, §1 (NEW).]

The commissioner shall establish an advisory committee to guide the implementation of the strategic
plan under this subsection to end hunger in the State. The advisory committee must be composed of
members with expertise relevant to the strategic plan to end hunger in the State, including, but not
limited to, expertise related to economic development, employment, housing, children’s issues, health
care, education, transportation, emergency food and the social safety net as well as expertise that derives
from lived experience of poverty and food insecurity. At least 1/3 of the members, or 3 members,
whichever is greater, of the advisory committee must be persons with lived experience of food
insecurity or generational poverty. The advisory committee shall submit a report to the joint standing
committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural matters, health and human services
matters, labor and housing matters, transportation matters and economic and community development
matters no later than January 1st of each year until 2030 regarding activities and progress made toward
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ending hunger in the State by 2030. The joint standing committees may each submit a bill to the
Legislature each year relating to the subject matter of the report.
[PL 2021, c. 677, §1 (NEW).]

The commissioner does not have authority to exercise or interfere with the exercise of any
discretionary statutory authority granted to the following, which authority is exclusively within the
specific board, bureau, agency, commission, committee or other governmental unit: the Maine Milk
Commission, the Seed Potato Board, the Harness Racing Commission, the Maine Potato Board, the
Board of Veterinary Medicine and the Board of Pesticide Control. [PL 1995, c. 693, §4 (AMD).]

In addition, the commissioner shall be concerned with the quality of life of Maine farmers and rural
communities. The commissioner shall promote: farm financing and rural development proposals;
conservation and preservation of agricultural lands; increased and improved production of beef, poultry,
sheep, dairy beef and other livestock; expanded and improved production of potatoes, fruits and other
vegetables and horticultural ventures; coordinated foreign and domestic marketing of Maine
agricultural products; in conjunction with the university, crop development and integrated pest
management; and conservation of nonrenewable energy resources and utilization of renewable energy
resources in conjunction with the Governor's Energy Office. To accomplish these objectives, the
commissioner is authorized for, or on behalf of, Maine's farmers and rural community: to engage in
research and educational programs; to participate directly or indirectly in programs to encourage and
enable individuals to enter agricultural or other rural enterprises; to institute litigation or upon request
to represent farmers or other members of the rural community in litigation where the commissioner
determines that such litigation may be beneficial to agricultural industry as a whole; and to exercise all
other powers of an agency of State Government. The commissioner may study such issues and,
consistent with statute, take such actions either individually, for, or on behalf of, the State's farmers or
rural residents, or jointly with such other persons, agencies or organizations as the commissioner
determines may benefit the State's farmers and rural communities. To further accomplish these
objectives, the commissioner is authorized beginning July 1, 1991, on behalf of the State's rural
community, to administer food assistance programs including the receipt, distribution and
administration of federal and state funds, including block grants, for food assistance. [PL 2019, c.
310, §1 (AMD).]

The commissioner may prepare and distribute printed and audio-visual materials on matters within
the commissioner's statutory jurisdiction. There is established within the department a revolving fund
to cover the printing and distribution costs of these materials. The commissioner shall fix the prices at
which publications of the department may be sold or delivered. The department shall retain, without
charge, an appropriate number of each publication for complimentary distribution. Income from the
sale of publications that were charged to the revolving fund and any other money the commissioner
may receive, from whatever source, consistent with the purposes of this section, must be credited to the
revolving fund to be used as a continuing carrying account to carry out the purposes of the revolving
funds. [RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §51 (COR).]

The commissioner shall review proposed laws and rules that affect agricultural activity for their
impact on soil tillage and animal grazing practices and their impact on the storage and use of animal
manures and chemical fertilizers. The commissioner shall analyze the qualitative and quantitative
impacts of proposed laws and rules that affect agricultural activity and present the analysis in public
testimony to the Legislature on the proposed laws and rules. [PL 1989, c. 836, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1971, c. 594, §2 (AMD). PL 1973, c. 95, §2 (AMD). PL 1973, c. 598, §1 (AMD). PL 1975,
c. 444, §2 (AMD). PL 1975, c. 477, §2 (AMD). PL 1975, c. 584 (AMD). PL 1979, c. 731, §§5-
7,19 (AMD). PL 1981, c. 372 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 10, §1 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 308, §§2,14
(AMD). PL 1989, c. 501, §DD18 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 701, §§1,6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 836, §1

4|

Generated

Title 7. AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS 11.02.2023



MRS Title 7. AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

(AMD). PL 1989, c. 878, §B7 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 9, §16 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 837, §A13 (AMD).
PL 1995, c. 693, §4 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 655, Pt. MM, §5 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 655, Pt. MM, §26
(AFF). PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §5 (REV). PL 2017, c. 94, §1 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 310, §1
(AMD). RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §§49-51 (COR). PL 2021, c. 677, §1 (AMD).

§2-A. Hunters for the Hungry Program; acceptance of donations
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1995, c. 667, §C1 (NEW). PL 2003, c. 414, §B11 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 414, §D7 (AFF). PL
2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF). PL 2005, c. 614, §2 (RP).

§2-B. Rural Rehabilitation Operating Fund

The Rural Rehabilitation Operating Fund is established as a nonlapsing fund in the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to be used for the administrative expenditures incurred in the
operation of the Rural Rehabilitation Trust Fund and the issuance of scholarships and loans from that
trust fund. The Rural Rehabilitation Operating Fund must receive all interest earned on the trust fund
balance and any interest collected on outstanding loans receivable. Unexpended balances in the Rural
Rehabilitation Operating Fund at the end of a fiscal year may not lapse, but are carried forward to the
next fiscal year to be used for the same purpose. [PL 1999, c. 401, Pt. H, §1 (NEW); PL 2011, c.
657, Pt. W, §5 (REV).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1999, c. 401, §H1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §5 (REV).
§3. Bureaus and divisions

The commissioner may establish and organize such bureaus and divisions in the department as the
commissioner considers necessary and may incorporate the commissions, boards and committees of
the department within these bureaus and divisions. The commissioner may issue such administrative
orders as the commissioner considers necessary to carry out the functions of the department. [RR
2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §52 (COR).]

Directors are unclassified employees and are appointed by the commissioner. [PL 2005, c. 337,
§3 (NEW); PL 2005, c. 337, §4 (AFF).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1967, c. 300, §1 (AMD). PL 1971, c. 594, §3 (RPR). PL 1973, c. 598, §2 (RPR). PL 1979,
c. 731, §8 (RPR). PL 2005, c. 337, §3 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 337, §4 (AFF). RR 2021, c. 1, Pt.
B, §52 (COR).
§4. Rules of construction

The word "person" as used in this Title must be construed to import both the singular and the plural,
as the case demands, and includes corporations, companies, societies and associations. When
construing and enforcing this Title, the act, omission or failure of any officer, agent or other person
acting for or empowered by any corporation, company, society or association within the scope of the
officer's, agent's or other person's employment or office, must in every case be deemed to be the act,
omission or failure of such corporation, company, society or association as well as that of the person.

[RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §53 (COR).]
SECTION HISTORY

RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §53 (COR).
§5. Deputies
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The commissioner may appoint and fix the compensation of those deputies that in the
commissioner's judgment are required to assist and enable the commissioner to carry out all laws, the
execution of which is entrusted to the commissioner. These deputies hold office during the pleasure of
the commissioner. [PL 1997, c. 643, Pt. NN, §3 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1975, c. 771, §97 (AMD). PL 1979, c. 731, §9 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 502, §C4 (AMD). PL
1997, c. 643, §NN3 (AMD).

§6. Farmers' institutes
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1971, c. 594, §4 (RP).

§7. Dairymen's conference
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1971, c. 594, §4 (RP).

§8. Horticultural and dairy work

The commissioner shall aid and assist societies and associations organized and established for the
advancement of pomology, horticulture and dairy work, and societies devoted to the interests of the
pure breeding of stock of all kinds.

§9. Cooperative agreements

The commissioner may enter into agreements or cooperative arrangements with a state or federal
agency or with any person, firm or corporation for the purpose of controlling diseases of plants and
domestic animals, advertising and increasing the sale and consumption of Maine food products or
disseminating information concerning the grade, quality or condition of same, and supplying inspection
and grading services with respect to such food products. The commissioner may receive, administer
and disburse any funds or contributions from such state or federal agency, person, firm or corporation,
either independently or in conjunction with state funds allocated to said purpose. Funds so contributed
do not lapse at the end of any fiscal year but are carried forward to be used for the purpose originally
intended. [RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §54 (COR).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1973, c. 44 (AMD). RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §54 (COR).
§10. Biennial report

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1975, c. 771, §98 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 837, §A14 (RP).
§11. Annual account of expenditures

The commissioner shall render on the first day of July of each year a detailed and itemized account
of all expenses of the commissioner's office, of all institutes held and of all money paid out for
employees under the provisions hereof, all sums of money paid for prizes on exhibits and for all other
purposes. For this purpose the commissioner shall keep necessary books in which an account of all
money received and expended is entered, which books must be open to public inspection. [RR 2021,
c. 1, Pt. B, §55 (COR).]
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SECTION HISTORY
RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §55 (COR).
§12. Rules and standards

The commissioner shall adopt, consistent with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5,
chapter 375, rules for carrying out this Title and all other statutes delegating responsibility to the
commissioner or the department. The commissioner may fix standards of purity, quality or strength
when such standards are not specified or fixed by law, and shall publish them together with such other
information concerning articles of commercial feeding stuff, commercial fertilizer, drug or food as the
commissioner may consider to be of public benefit. [RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §56 (COR).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1973, c. 598, §3 (AMD). PL 1977, c. 694, §41 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 308, §§3,14 (AMD). RR
2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §56 (COR).

§12-A. Emergency rules

Notwithstanding Title 5, section 8054, subsection 3, an emergency rule adopted under any of the
provisions of chapter 201, 301, 303, 305, 401, 403, 405-A, 409, 411 or 525 may be renewed when the
commissioner determines that the circumstances creating the emergency continue to exist. Emergency
rules may be renewed for successive 90-day periods under this section until the department has a
reasonable opportunity to conduct rulemaking pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375. [PL 1991, c. 785, §1
(NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1991, c. 785, §1 (NEW).
§13. Enforcement

The commissioner shall diligently enforce all provisions of this Title and all other statutes
delegating responsibility to the commissioner or the department and is entitled to and must receive the
assistance of the Attorney General and of the several county attorneys. The commissioner may recover
the penalties imposed for violations of this Title and Title 32, chapter 27 in a civil action brought in the
commissioner's own name, the venue to be as in other civil actions, and if the commissioner prevails in
any such action, recovers full costs, or the commissioner may prosecute for violations hereof by
complaint or indictment, and such prosecution must be commenced in the county in which the offense
was committed. [RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §57 (COR).]

For the purposes of chapter 103, subchapter 10, notwithstanding the provisions of the District Court
Civil Rules, Rule 80E, paragraph (b), the commissioner may obtain an administrative inspection
warrant upon demonstrating the statutory or other authority pursuant to which the commissioner is
authorized to conduct inspections, the premises to be inspected, the purpose of the inspection and that
the inspection sought is reasonable and represents a minimal intrusion in furtherance of a legitimate
governmental obligation of the department. This demonstration is deemed to be a demonstration of
probable cause. [RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §57 (COR).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1973, c. 598, §4 (AMD). PL 1981, c. 513, §1 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 308, §§4,14 (AMD). RR
2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §57 (COR).

§14. Hearings on violations
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY
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PL 1967, c. 494, §5 (AMD). PL 1973, c. 598, §5 (AMD). PL 1977, c. 694, §42 (AMD). PL 1983,
c. 308, §§5,14 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 512, §1 (RP).

§15. Jurisdiction; disposal of fines

The District Court and the Superior Court shall have concurrent jurisdiction of actions brought for
the recovery of penalties imposed by this Title, Title 17, chapter 43 and Title 32, chapter 27, and of
prosecutions for violations hereof. All fines received under this Title and Title 32, chapter 27 shall
accrue to the Treasurer of State for deposit in the General Fund. [PL 1973, c. 598, §61 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1973, c. 598, §6 (AMD).
§16. Penalties

Unless a specific penalty has otherwise been provided, a person, firm, partnership or corporation
that violates a provision of this Title or a rule adopted pursuant to this Title commits a civil violation
for which a forfeiture of not less than $100 nor more than $500 may be adjudged. [PL 2001, c. 421,
Pt. B, §2 (RPR); PL 2001, c. 421, Pt. C, §1 (AFF).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1977, c. 696, §54 (RPR). PL 2001, c. 421, §B2 (RPR). PL 2001, c. 421, §C1 (AFF).
§17. Investigation authorized

In addition to duties expressly authorized in this Title, the commissioner may, upon complaint or
for other reasonable cause, investigate any farm operation, method or practice with respect to animal
waste in order to determine whether such operation, method or practice may have an adverse effect
upon waters of the State as defined in Title 38, section 361-A, subsection 7. [PL 2005, c. 382, Pt. B,
§1 (AMD).]

When in the opinion of the commissioner such adverse effects are evident, the commissioner shall
bring such fact to the attention of the appropriate individuals and agencies empowered to restrain such
practices and equipped to provide assistance that may bring about necessary improvements in the
operation, method or practice cited. The cost of such investigation must be borne by the State. [RR
2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §58 (COR).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1973, c. 541 (NEW). PL 2005, c. 382, §B1 (AMD). RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §58 (COR).
§18. Connectors

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1989, c. 869, §C1 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 876, §B2 (NEW). PL 1991, c. 415, §1 (RPR). PL
1991, c. 833, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 341, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 341, §8 (AFF). PL
1993, c. 743, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 480, §1 (RP).

§18-A. Connectors

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1993, c. 341, §3 (NEW). PL 1993, c. 743, §3 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 480, §2 (RP).
§18-B. Ring holding devices

A person may not sell or offer for sale products in containers connected by a separate holding
device constructed of plastic rings with at least one hole larger than 1 3/4 inches in diameter, unless the
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device decomposes by photodegradation, chemical degradation or biodegradation within a reasonable
period of time upon exposure to the elements, in accordance with regulations adopted by the United
States Environmental Protection Agency, effective September 1, 1994 and codified at 40 Code of
Federal Regulations, Part 238. [PL 1995, c. 480, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1995, c. 480, §3 (NEW).
§19. Holding of real estate

The commissioner may accept, hold, administer, retain and dispose of interests in real estate in
order to further the purposes of this Title. [PL 2001, c. 548, §3 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1991, c. 415, §2 (NEW). PL 2001, c. 548, §3 (AMD).
§20. Confidential information

1. Types of information. Information provided to the department voluntarily or to fulfill reporting
requirements is designated as confidential for the purposes of Title 1, section 402, subsection 3,
paragraph A if:

A. The person to whom the information belongs or pertains has requested that it be designated as
confidential; and [PL 1999, c. 140, §1 (NEW).]

B. The department has determined that failure to designate the information as confidential would
provide competitors an opportunity to obtain business or competitive advantage over the person to
whom the information belongs or pertains or would result in loss or other significant detriment to
that person. [PL 1999, c. 140, §1 (NEW).]

Summary reports of information designated as confidential may be published using aggregate data that
does not reveal the activities of an individual person or firm.

[PL 1999, c. 140, §1 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1999, c. 140, §1 (NEW).

CHAPTER 2
INTEREST IN AGRICULTURAL LAND

§31. Title

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Agricultural Land Interest Act." [PL 1983,
c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).
§32. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
following meanings. [PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

1. AFIDA. "AFIDA" means the Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 1978, United
States Code, Title 7, Section 3501, et seq.
[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]
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2. Agricultural land. "Agricultural land" means any land in Maine which is used or capable of
use without substantial modification for production of agriculturally related products including, but not
limited to, crops, livestock, poultry, dairy products and sod.

[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

3. Commissioner. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry or the commissioner's authorized agents.
[RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §59 (COR).]

4. Family farm corporation. "Family farm corporation" means a corporation founded for the
purpose of farming and the ownership of agricultural land; the majority of the voting stock must be
held by, and a majority of the shareholders must be, persons or the spouses of persons related to each
other within the 3rd degree of kindred and at least one of the related persons must reside on or actively
operate the farm; and none of the shareholders may be a corporation. A family corporation does not
cease to qualify as such by reason of any bequest of voting stock.

[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

5. Farm partnership. "Farm partnership" means an association of 2 or more individuals formed

for the purpose of farming.
[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

6. Interest in land. "Interest in land" means all forms of direct or indirect ownership of land,
except:

A. Contingent future interests; [PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

B. Noncontingent future interests which do not become possessory upon the termination of the
present possessory estate; and [PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

C. Surface or subsurface easements and rights-of-way used for a purpose unrelated to agricultural
production. [PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §6 (REV). RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. B, §59
(COR).
§33. Report required

1. Conditions requiring report. Any corporation or partnership which, on its own behalf or
acting as a fiduciary or trustee on behalf of another, holds, acquires or transfers any interest in
agricultural land shall submit an annual report to the commissioner not later than 90 days after January

Ist or the date of that acquisition or transfer, whichever is earlier.
[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

2. Contents of report. The report shall be in such form as the commissioner may require and
shall contain:

A. The legal name and address of the corporation or partnership filing and type of legal entity; [PL
1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

B. The nature of the interest in agricultural land which that corporation or partnership has acquired
or transferred and the date of that activity; [PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

C. The legal description and acreage of the agricultural land; [PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

D. The use of the agricultural land at the date of acquisition or transfer and the use to which the
land shall be put by the person acquiring it; [PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]
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E. The appraised value of the agricultural land and the consideration given; [PL 1983, c. 396,
§1 (NEW).]

F. The name, address and type of legal entity of the person from whom acquired or to whom
transferred; and [PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

G. Such other information as the commissioner may require by regulation adopted in a manner
consistent with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375. [PL 1983, c. 396,
§1 (NEW).]

[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

3. AFIDA report. A corporation or partnership may fulfill the reporting requirement of this
section by submitting a copy of its federal AFIDA report.
[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).
§34. Exemptions

1. Family farm corporation or partnership. A family farm corporation or farm partnership as
defined in section 32 shall not be required to comply with the reporting requirements in section 33.

[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

2. Ten-acre exemption. A corporation or partnership owning less than 10 acres of land, which is
the subject of a single acquisition or transfer, is not required to comply with the reporting requirements
in section 33.

[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).
§35. Regulations

The commissioner may prescribe regulations in a manner consistent with the Maine Administrative
Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, for carrying out the purposes of this chapter. [PL 1983, c. 396,
§1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).
§36. Penalties

1. Violation. Any corporation or partnership subject to this chapter which violates this law or the
regulations adopted thereunder or which submits a report which contains information that is false or
misleading shall be subject to a civil penalty, payable to the State, of not more than $50 for each day of
the violation.

[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW).]

2. Warning. A corporation or partnership subject to this chapter which does not comply with the
law in a timely fashion shall first receive a written warning from the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry which will require presentation of the information within 30 days. After the
30-day notice period is expired, penalties described in subsection 1 shall be imposed.

[PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW); PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §5 (REV).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 396, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §5 (REV).
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CHAPTER 2-A
AGRICULTURAL LAND AND ADJACENT DEVELOPMENT
(REPEALED)

§41. Purpose

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 650 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 478, §4 (RP).
§42. Definitions

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 650 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 478, §4 (RP).
§43. Registration

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 650 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 478, §4 (RP).
§44. Proceedings

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 650 (NEW). PL 1987, c. 861, §§9,10 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 478, §4 (RP).
§45. Disclosure required

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 650 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 478, §4 (RP).
§46. Prohibited acts

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 650 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 478, §4 (RP).
§47. Variance

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 650 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 478, §4 (RP).
§48. Enforcement and penalties

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 650 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 478, §4 (RP).
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§49. Other laws not affected

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1987, c. 650 (NEW). PL 19809, c. 478, §4 (RP).

CHAPTER 2-B
REGISTRATION OF FARMLAND

§51. Purpose

The Legislature finds that the public health, safety and welfare is threatened when land immediately
adjacent to farmland is developed for human habitation. This development and the uses incident to it
are inconsistent with various activities commonly engaged in on farmland, such as the application of
agricultural chemicals. The Legislature declares that the purposes of this chapter are: [PL 1989, c.
478, §1 (NEW).]

1. Health impacts. To minimize any health or other adverse impacts which common agricultural
activities may have on the occupants of land adjacent to farmland,

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

2. Agricultural activities. To protect the ability of farmers to engage in common agricultural
activities with minimal potential for causing harm to their neighbors;

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

3. Full land use. To permit the owners of both farmland and adjacent land to maintain to the
highest degree possible the full use and enjoyment of their land, but to recognize the importance of
agriculture to the economic and social welfare of the State;

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

4. Production capacity. To conserve agricultural production capacity for present needs and for
the future;
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

5. Harmony. To promote harmony between agriculture and adjacent nonfarm development;
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

6. Responsibility. To recognize the mutual responsibility of agricultural operators and persons
siting nonfarm development adjacent to farmland to take steps to accommodate each other's concerns
and the public interest;

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

7. Public records. For purposes of administering this regulatory program, to create in each
municipality and each county registry of deeds a register of farmland which will provide a public record
and enable disclosure to potential buyers of real estate and the public regarding the existence of active
farming operations in the community that may be incompatible with residential development on lands
in the immediate vicinity; and

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

8. Distance. When farmland is registered for the application of agricultural chemicals, to provide
some accommodation for that activity and for adjacent nonfarm developments by distancing them from
each other and by providing a reasonable setback for new residential and other particularly sensitive

types of development from actively used agricultural land.
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]
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SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).
§52. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
following meanings. [PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

1. Abutting land. "Abutting land" means real estate that shares a common boundary, or portion
of a boundary, with land that is held in common ownership with land registered or being considered for
registration under this chapter when the abutting real estate is within 50 feet of the land registered or
being considered for registration. Abutting land includes, but is not limited to, land separated by a road
and within 50 feet of land that is held in common ownership with land registered or being considered
for registration under this chapter.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §1 (AMD).]

2. Agricultural chemicals. "Agricultural chemicals" means fungicides, insecticides, herbicides,
and other pesticides.
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

3. Commercial farming. "Commercial farming" means the production of any farm product with
the intent that that farm product be sold or otherwise disposed of to generate income.
[PL 2007, c. 649, §1 (AMD).]

3-A. Farm product. "Farm product" means those plants and animals useful to humans and
includes, but is not limited to, forages and sod crops, grains and food crops, dairy products, poultry and
poultry products, bees, livestock and livestock products and fruits, berries, vegetables, flowers, seeds,
grasses, Christmas trees and other similar products.

[PL 2019, c. 310, §2 (AMD).]

4. Farmland. "Farmland" means any tract or tracts of land used for commercial farming:
A. That consists of 5 or more contiguous acres; [PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

B. That has produced a gross annual farming income of at least $2,000 per year from the sales
value of farm products in one of the 2, or 3 of the 5, calendar years preceding the date of application
for registration under this chapter; and [PL 2011, c. 608, §3 (AMD).]

C. [PL 2011, c. 608, §3 (RP).]
D. That is land on which a farm product is produced. [PL 2011, c. 608, §3 (AMD).]

"Farmland" does not include land used for woodlots, homes, farm buildings, roads, lawns or any area
covered with noncrop vegetation that borders abutting land.
[PL 2011, c. 608, §3 (AMD).]

5. Inconsistent development or use. "Inconsistent development or use":
A. Means development or use of land which:
(1) Is initiated after the registration of the abutting farmland under this chapter;
(2) Takes place upon abutting land within 100 feet of registered farmland; and
(3) Is of any of the following kinds or is used for any of the following purposes:
(a) Residential buildings;
(b) Public and private wells, drinking water springs and water supply intake points;

(c) School buildings and any playgrounds, athletic fields or other school facilities designed
for use by children in the vicinity of school buildings;
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(d) Commercial establishments dispensing or selling food; and

(e) Public and commercial campgrounds and picnic areas; and [PL 1989, c. 478, §1
(NEW).]

B. Does not include any:

(1) Expansion of an existing use, provided that, when the existing use includes a building, the
expansion does not increase the total floor area of the building by more than 100% and the
expansion is no closer to the registered farmland than is the existing building; or

(2) Replacement or reconstruction of an existing building or structure which is damaged or
destroyed by fire or other casualty and which is replaced or reconstructed within 2 years of
such damage or destruction. [PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

6. Incompatible use. "Incompatible use" means the development or use of abutting land for a
well, drinking water spring or water supply intake point when that use is initiated on abutting land that
is within 50 feet of farmland after that farmland has been registered under this chapter.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §4 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 649, §§1, 2 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 608, §§1-4 (AMD).
PL 2017, c. 94, §2 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 310, §2 (AMD).

§53-A. Eligibility

Any owner who intends to register land as farmland pursuant to section 53-B shall: [PL 1989, c.
478, §1 (NEW).]

1. Application. Submit an application for review by the soil and water conservation district in
which the land is located in accordance with the provisions of Title 12, section 6-A. The owner shall

use an application provided by the department; and
[PL 2011, c. 608, §5 (AMD).]

2. Notice of intent. Give notice of intent to register to all abutting landowners, as indicated on
municipal or state tax records, a minimum of 15 days prior to submitting registration materials under
section 53-B or 53-1. Abutters must be notified on a form provided by the department.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §5 (AMD).]

3. Farm and Open Space Tax Law.
[PL 2011, c. 608, §5 (RP).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §5 (AMD).
§53-B. Registration in 1990 and 1991

An owner of land may register any designated portion of that land that qualifies as farmland under
this chapter as follows. [PL 2011, c. 608, §6 (AMD).]

1. Registration dates. Registration must occur between June 1st and June 15th of 1990 or 1991.
[PL 2011, c. 608, §6 (AMD).]

2. Place of registration. Registration must occur in the office of the municipality in which the
land is located. In the event there is no official municipal office, the registration must take place with
the town assessor. In the event the farmland is located in the unorganized territory, the registration
must take place in the office of the county in which the land is located.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §6 (AMD).]
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3. Effective date. A registration takes effect 15 days after receipt of notice by the municipality
and abutting owners. If review proceedings are initiated under section 54, the registration is effective
when upheld by the municipality.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §6 (AMD).]

4. Duration. A registration made under this chapter within the time frame provided under
subsection 1 that has not been withdrawn in accordance with section 53-E remains in effect until April
1, 2013. To maintain registration under this chapter after April 1, 2013, a landowner must initially
renew registration of the farmland in accordance with subsection 6 and every 5 years thereafter in
accordance with section 53-1, subsection 4.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §6 (AMD).]

5. Registry of deeds. A copy of the municipal or county registration and any withdrawal bearing
the certification of a notary public that the copy is a true and accurate copy must be recorded in the
registry of deeds of the county in which the registered farmland or any abutting property is located, and
must be indexed in the Grantor index under the entry "Farmland" and filed under "F."

[PL 2011, c. 608, §6 (AMD).]

6. Renewal. To renew a registration of farmland that was registered within the time frame
provided under subsection 1, the landowner must submit to the department a copy of the notarized
registration recorded with the registry of deeds under subsection 5 and comply with the renewal
requirements under section 53-1, subsection 4.

A landowner who is unable to demonstrate compliance with all registration requirements under this
section may apply for registration under section 53-1 but after April 1, 2013 is no longer protected from
inconsistent development under section 56, subsection 1.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §6 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §6 (AMD).
§53-C. Registration contents and purpose

The purpose of a registration is to provide a public record of the existence of actively used farmland
in order to assist public disclosure and the setback of inconsistent development under section 56. A
registration must include: [PL 2011, c. 608, §7 (AMD).]

1. Landowner. The name and address of the landowner;
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

2. Certification. Certification by the applicable soil and water conservation district that the land

is farmland in accordance with the provisions of Title 12, section 6-A;
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

3. Farm and open space classification.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §7 (RP).]

4. Crops. The types of farm products that are grown on the farmland to be registered;
[PL 2011, c. 608, §7 (AMD).]

5. Acreage. The acreage of farmland to be registered;
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

6. Income.
[PL 2011, c. 608, §7 (RP).]

7. Maps. A copy of the municipal tax map, when available, and a statement of the tax parcel
number or numbers that include the land at issue and any other maps needed to clearly show the location
of the land, including a depiction of the distance between areas producing farm products and any

Generated

16 | Title 7. AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS 11.02.2023



MRS Title 7. AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

property boundary within 100 feet for farmland registered within the time frame provided under section
53-B, subsection 1 and 50 feet for farmland registered pursuant to section 53-I;
[PL 2011, c. 608, §7 (AMD).]

8. Deed. A copy of the registrant's deed; and
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

9. Abutter. The names and addresses of each abutting landowner to whom notice is being sent
pursuant to section 53-D.

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

Records of registered farmland must be maintained by each municipality and county registry of
deeds in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. Registration must be on forms provided by the
department. [PL 2011, c. 608, §7 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §7 (AMD).
§53-D. Notice of registration

An owner registering land as farmland shall notify all abutting landowners, as indicated on
municipal or state tax records, by sending to the abutting landowners a statement of registration
provided by the department. The owner shall send notification by certified mail, return receipt
requested, within 2 days of submitting the registration in accordance with section 53-B, subsection 2.

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).
§53-E. Withdrawal

An owner of farmland shall withdraw from registration any farmland that no longer qualifies for
registration under this chapter. An owner of registered farmland may withdraw farmland from
registration at any time by filing a written notice of withdrawal in the office in which the farmland was
registered and filing a notarized copy of the withdrawal notice for recording with the registry of deeds
in the county or counties where the registration was recorded. Portions of a registered tract of farmland
may be withdrawn. Withdrawal from registration under this chapter does not constitute withdrawal
from classification under the Farm and Open Space Tax Law, Title 36, chapter 105, subchapter 10.
Any abutter must be notified in the manner provided in section 53-D using a form provided by the
department. [PL 2011, c. 608, §8 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §8 (AMD).
§53-F. Municipal registry

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §9 (RP).
§53-G. Fees

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §10 (RP).
§53-H. Forms
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Forms provided by the department shall contain information to clarify the provisions of this chapter
as follows. [PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

1. Application. The application shall include an outline of the registration process and indicate
the information necessary for certification under section 53-A.
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

2. Registration. The registration form shall include an outline of the registration process, adequate
space for the applicant to enter the components required by section 53-C and a separate sheet of
information useful in filling out the form.

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

3. Notice of intent. A notice of intent shall include a list of permitted uses, a list of precluded
uses, the name of a contact person who can provide more information and an outline of the registration
process and the remedies available to the abutter.

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

4. Notice to abutter. A notice to abutters shall include a list of permitted uses, a list of precluded

uses, an outline of the remedies available to the abutter and a copy of the registration form.
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

5. Notice of withdrawal. A notice of withdrawal shall include a map of the area withdrawn, a
map of any area remaining under registration and an indication of any impact the withdrawal has on
the abutter.

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

6. Renewal. The department shall provide forms for renewal of farmland registered within the
time frame provided under section 53-B, subsection 1 and forms for renewal of farmland registered
pursuant to section 53-1.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §11 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §11 (AMD).
§53-1. Registration and renewal on or after July 1, 2012

Beginning on July 1, 2012, an owner of land may register any designated portion of that land that
qualifies as farmland under this chapter by filing the information required under section 53-C with the
department and the appropriate registry of deeds in accordance with this section. [PL 2011, c. 608,
§12 (NEW).]

1. Registry of deeds. Beginning on July 1, 2012, a landowner registering farmland under this
chapter shall file a notarized copy of the completed registration form accompanied by the information
required under section 53-C with the registry of deeds of the county or counties in which the registered
farmland and any abutting property is located.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §12 (NEW).]

2. Effective date. A registration is effective upon filing with the registry of deeds under subsection
1.
[PL 2011, c. 608, §12 (NEW).]

3. Duration. A registration made under this chapter remains effective for 5 years from the

effective date unless withdrawn earlier in accordance with section 53-E.
[PL 2011, c. 608, §12 (NEW).]

4. Renewal. A landowner may renew a registration under this chapter for successive 5-year
periods. To renew a registration, a landowner must notify abutters as provided under section 53-A,
subsection 2 and submit a completed renewal application for certification by the soil and water
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conservation district under Title 12, section 6-A. Upon receiving certification from the soil and water
conservation district, the landowner must file a notarized copy of the renewed registration with the
registry of deeds under subsection 1 and submit a copy to the department. When a landowner submits
an application for renewal and a review under Title 12, section 6-A prior to a registration lapsing, the
registration on that farmland remains in effect until the application for renewal is approved or denied.
[PL 2011, c. 608, §12 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2011, c. 608, §12 (NEW).
§54. Proceedings

Notwithstanding Title 30-A, sections 2691 and 4353, an abutting landowner or the municipality
may initiate any of the following proceedings with the municipal board of appeals, or, if none, with the
municipal officers. The department shall be notified of any action initiated under this section or section
57 in accordance with Title 30-A, section 4353, subsection 3. [PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

1. Proceedings to determine eligibility of farmland for registration. If the eligibility of any
land for registration is questioned, the owner of the farmland shall have the burden of proving to the
municipal body that the farmland meets the requirements for registration under this chapter. A
proceeding under this subsection must commence within 15 days of the day notice of registration is
received by the party initiating the proceeding.

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

2. Proceedings to determine continued eligibility of registered farmland. Once in any 2-year
period, a proceeding may be initiated to determine if the registered farmland continues to meet the
requirements for registration under this chapter. The owner of registered farmland shall bear the burden
of proof.

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

3. Appeals. A decision made by a municipal body under this section may be appealed by any
aggrieved party as allowed by law for appeals of decisions made by a municipal board of appeals.
[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

4. Assistance from department. The department shall provide technical assistance and issue
written advisory opinions in connection with the determinations a municipal body must make under
this section.

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

5. Order to withdraw. If the department or a municipality finds that farmland registered under
this chapter is not eligible for registration, the department or municipality shall order the landowner to
file for withdrawal under section 53-E.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §13 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §13 (AMD).
§55. Disclosure required

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §14 (RP).
§56. Prohibited acts

1. Inconsistent development. An owner of abutting land may not undertake or allow any
inconsistent development upon or use of land within 100 feet of registered farmland that was properly
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registered within the time frame provided under section 53-B, subsection 1 and has been continuously
and properly registered since the initial registration.
[PL 2011, c. 608, §15 (AMD).]

1-A. Incompatible use. Except as provided in section 57, an owner of abutting land may not
undertake or allow an incompatible use within 50 feet of farmland properly registered under section
53-1.

[PL 2011, c. 608, §15 (NEW).]

2. Building permit. Except as provided in section 57, a municipality may not issue a building or
use permit allowing any development or use that is prohibited under subsection 1 or 1-A.
[PL 2011, c. 608, §15 (AMD).]

3. Exemption. This section does not apply to:

A. For land adjacent to farmland registered within the time frame provided under section 53-B,
subsection 1, a lot or parcel of land that, together with any adjoining lot or parcel in the same
ownership, was one acre or less in area as of January 1, 1988; [PL 2011, c. 608, §15 (AMD).]

A-1. For land adjacent to farmland registered pursuant to section 53-1, a lot or parcel of land that,

together with any adjoining lot or parcel in the same ownership, was one acre or less in area as of
January 1, 2012; [PL 2011, c. 608, §15 (NEW).]

B. Those subdivisions for which a completed application as described in former Title 30, section
4956, subsection 2, paragraph C-1, or Title 30-A, section 4403, subsection 3, has been filed or
approved in the 2 years preceding the registration; or [PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

C. A lot on which inconsistent development or incompatible use has been allowed by permit
granted by a state or local government in the 2 years preceding the registration. [PL 2011, c. 608,
§15 (AMD).]

[PL 2011, c. 608, §15 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §15 (AMD).
§57. Variance

An owner of real estate may apply to the municipal zoning board of appeals or other municipal
body hearing zoning appeals, or, in the case of areas within its jurisdiction, the Maine Land Use
Planning Commission, for a variance permitting an inconsistent development upon or incompatible use
of land that is otherwise prohibited under section 56. Notwithstanding Title 30-A, section 4353,
subsection 4, a variance may be issued if adherence to section 56 renders a parcel of land subdivided
prior to registration of the farmland unusable for residential purposes. Any variance granted for such
a purpose must be conditioned to provide the maximum feasible setback from the abutting registered
farmland. [PL 2011, c. 608, §16 (AMD); PL 2011, c. 682, §38 (REV).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §16 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 682, §38 (REV).
§58. Enforcement and penalties

1. Enforcement. Proceedings to enforce any provision of this chapter may be brought by a
municipality, county or any aggrieved person. Such proceedings may be initiated in accordance with
the provisions of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80B, as applicable.

[PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

2. Penalties. Any violation of this chapter shall be punishable as follows.
A. [PL 2011, c. 608, §17 (RP).]
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B. Any inconsistent development upon or use of land in violation of this chapter may be removed
or discontinued by order of the court in a proceeding to enforce this chapter, and the court may
fashion any other appropriate equitable remedy consistent with the purposes of this chapter. [PL
1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

C. Any person who violates any provisions of this chapter shall, in addition to the other provisions
of this section, be subject to the civil penalties and enforcement procedures for land use laws and
ordinances in Title 30-A, section 4452. [PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2011, c. 608, §17 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 608, §17 (AMD).
§59. Other laws not affected

Nothing in this chapter may affect the legal rights, remedies or liabilities of persons arising out of
negligence or other wrongful acts or omissions involving the use of pesticides or other agricultural
chemicals. [PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 478, §1 (NEW).

CHAPTER 2-C
VOLUNTARY MUNICIPAL FARM SUPPORT PROGRAM

§60. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
following meanings. [PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW).]

1. Farm support arrangement. "Farm support arrangement”" means an arrangement that meets
requirements established by the department by rule under which:

A. The owner of qualified farmland grants to a municipality a qualified easement; and [PL 2007,
c. 301, §1 (NEW).]

B. The municipality obligates itself to make farm support payments. [PL 2007, c. 301, §1
(NEW).]
[PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW).]

2. Farm support payments. "Farm support payments" means annual payments by a municipality
during the term of a qualified easement:

A. In an amount up to 100% of the annual property taxes assessed by that municipality against
land and buildings subject to a qualified easement up to the fair market value of the easement; and
[PL 2007, c. 693, §1 (AMD).]

B. To the person against whom the property taxes are assessed. [PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2007, c. 693, §1 (AMD).]

3. Qualified easement. "Qualified easement" means an agricultural conservation easement held
by a municipality on qualified farmland in that municipality that:

A. Meets standards adopted by rule by the department designed to ensure that no development
other than development related to agricultural use occurs on the qualified farmland; and [PL 2007,
c. 301, §1 (NEW).]
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B. Is limited to a term of not less than 20 years. [PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW).]

4. Qualified farmland. "Qualified farmland" means farmland that meets eligibility requirements
established by the department by rule.
[PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 693, §1 (AMD).
§60-A. Program established

1. Program. In order to protect and support local farms, preserve farmland and reduce the potential
tax burdens from new development, a municipality may enter into farm support arrangements with the
owners of qualified farmland.

A. A farm support arrangement must be approved by majority vote of the municipality’s legislative
body. [PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW).]

B. Unless approved by a 2/3 vote of the municipality’s legislative body, the municipality may not
enter into farm support arrangements:

(1) Affecting more than 3% of the total annual valuation of taxable land in the municipality;
and

(2) In any calendar year, affecting more than 1% of the total annual valuation of taxable land
in the municipality. [PL 2007, c. 693, §2 (AMD).]
[PL 2007, c. 693, §2 (AMD).]

2. Effects of arrangement. A farm support arrangement may not diminish the eligibility of
qualified farmland for participation in tax benefits under Title 36, chapter 105, subchapter 2-A or 10 or
for consideration under Title 5, Part 15-A by the Land for Maine’s Future Board.

[PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW).]

3. Nullification. A farm support arrangement, once finally executed, is binding on the
municipality. A municipality may not cease to make payments under the arrangement unless the land
subject to the qualified easement is taken by eminent domain or state law otherwise authorizes the
payments to cease. In the event that a municipality’s obligation to make farm support payments ceases,
the farm support arrangement and the related qualified easement are void and may not be given effect
and the municipality shall provide notice of this fact to the owner of the qualified farmland and record
that notice with the appropriate registry of deeds.

[PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW).]

4. Rules. The department shall adopt rules governing farm support arrangements. Rules adopted
under this subsection are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 301, §1 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 693, §2 (AMD).

CHAPTER 3
COUNTY AND LOCAL SOCIETIES

(REPEALED)
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§61. Property management
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).

§62. Stipend for clubs and societies
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1965, c. 233, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1965, c. 436, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1967, c. 31 (AMD). PL 1969,
c. 148, §1 (AMD). PL 1971, c. 45 (AMD). PL 1971, c. 91, §1 (AMD). PL 1975, c. 465, §§1-3
(AMD). PL 1975, c. 771, §99 (AMD). PL 1977, c. 96, §1 (AMD). PL 1979, c. 124, §1 (AMD).
PL 1979, c. 541, §B5 (AMD). PL 1979, c. 672, §§12-14 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 180, §§1,2 (AMD).
PL 1987, c. 395, §A31 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 759, §1 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 388, §2 (AMD). RR
1997, c. 2, §25 (COR). PL 1997, c. 528, §2 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).

§63. Certification for payment
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).
§64. Fairs and exhibits
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1979, c. 124, §2 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).
§65. Licensing of exhibitions
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1975, c. 465, §4 (RPR). PL 1975, c. 770, §§43,44 (AMD). PL 1977, c. 694, §43 (AMD). PL
1983, c. 180, §3 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 175, §1 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 175, §2 (AFF). PL 2005, c.
563, §2 (RP).

§65-A. Requests for changes in dates
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 180, §4 (NEW). PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).
§66. Sale of goods and refreshments
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).

§67. Entry fees; lien on animals
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
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PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).

§68. Premiums on unregistered males prohibited
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).

§69. Admission by fraud

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1977, c. 696, §55 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).
§70. Annual reports

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).

§71. Constables

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1979, c. 127, §43 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).
§72. Pomological society

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).

§73. Poultry associations

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).

§74. Certain substances prohibited
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1971, c. 87 (NEW). PL 1971, c. 585, §1 (RPR). PL 1977, c. 694, §44 (AMD). PL 1977, c.
696, §§55-A (AMD). PL 1979, c. 541, §A44 (AMD). PL 1987, c. 111 (RPR). PL 1995, c. 602,
§1 (RP).

§74-A. Certain drugging of animals prohibited

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1995, c. 602, §2 (NEW). PL 1997, c. 121, §§1-4 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).
§75. Pulling events between animals

(REPEALED)
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SECTION HISTORY

PL 1971, c. 585, §2 (NEW). PL 1977, c. 696, §56 (AMD). PL 1979, c. 541, §A45 (AMD). PL
1987, c. 849, §2 (RPR). PL 1989, c. 153 (AMD). PL 1991, c. 837, §A15 (AMD). PL 1993, c.
549, §1 (AMD). PL 1995, c. 602, §3 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 73, §§1-4 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 421,
§B3 (RP). PL 2001, c. 421, §C1 (AFF).

§75-A. Pulling events between animals; application
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY

PL 2001, c. 421, §B4 (NEW). PL 2001, c. 421, §C1 (AFF). PL 2001, c. 668, §§1-4 (AMD). PL
2003, c. 578, §§2-4 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).

§76. Agricultural Fair Support Fund

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

IB 2003, c. 1, §1 (NEW). PL 2003, c. 687, §B1 (RP). PL 2003, c. 687, §B811 (AFF).
§77. Agricultural Fair Support Fund

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2003, c. 687, §A2 (NEW). PL 2003, c. 687, §B11 (AFF). PL 2005, c. 563, §2 (RP).

CHAPTER 4
AGRICULTURAL FAIRS AND PULLING EVENTS

§81. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
following meanings. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

1. Agricultural fair. "Agricultural fair" or "fair" means an exhibition that is designed to promote
education and encourage improvement in agriculture and that includes, but is not limited to, the
following:

A. The awarding of premiums for livestock competitions; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. The display of and awarding of premiums for horticultural products; and [PL 2005, c. 563,
§3 (NEW).]

C. The display and presentation of agricultural activities and projects undertaken by youth
organizations. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Agricultural society. "Agricultural society” means a nonprofit organization or association
incorporated in the State to promote education and encourage improvement in agriculture.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW)]

3. Animal. "Animal" means an animal entered in an event.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW)]

3-A. Driver. "Driver" means a person who drives or controls the animal that is pulling in a pulling
event.
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[PL 2017, c. 207, §1 (NEW)]

4. Event. "Event" means a pulling competition or livestock exhibition.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

5. Fair Fund. "Fair Fund" means the fund established in section 85.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

6. Fair licensee. "Fair licensee" or "licensee" means a person, agricultural society or other entity
licensed to conduct an agricultural fair in accordance with section 83.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

7. Licensed veterinarian. "Licensed veterinarian" means a person licensed as a veterinarian by
the State who is operating under the direction or authority of the department.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

8. Livestock. "Livestock" means cattle, equines, goats, members of the genus Lama, rabbits, sheep
and swine.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW)]

9. Poultry. "Poultry" means domesticated fowl and domesticated waterfowl.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

10. Premium. "Premium" means a ribbon, trophy or monetary amount or a service or object with
monetary value awarded as a prize in a competition.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

11. Prohibited substance. "Prohibited substance" means:

A. A stimulant, depressant, tranquilizer or local anesthetic that could affect the conduct, actions,
endurance, strength, speed, performance, appearance or disposition of an animal; [PL 2005, c.
563, §3 (NEW).]

B. Any substance that the commissioner through rulemaking in accordance with section 96,
subsection 6 determines could affect the conduct, actions, endurance, strength, speed, performance,
appearance or disposition of an animal; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

C. A drug, regardless of how harmless or innocuous, that interferes with the detection of any other
prohibited substance; or [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

D. A metabolite or derivative of a prohibited substance. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

12. Stipend. "Stipend" means an amount distributed from the Stipend Fund or the Fair Fund to a
qualifying fair licensee.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

13. Stipend Fund. "Stipend Fund" means the fund receiving money in accordance with Title 8,
sections 286 and 287 to provide aid and encouragement to fair licensees.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW)]

14. Trainer.
[PL 2017, c. 207, §2 (RP).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW). PL 2017, c. 207, §§1, 2 (AMD).

§82. Commissioner's duties and powers
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1. Licensing and apportionment. The commissioner shall issue fair licenses in accordance with
section 83. The commissioner shall apportion annually the stipend due from the Stipend Fund and the
Fair Fund to qualified fair licensees.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Administration of Stipend Fund and Fair Fund. In administering the provisions of this
chapter pertaining to the Stipend Fund and the Fair Fund, the commissioner shall:

A. Issue blanks for a licensee or the appropriate officer of a licensee to submit information
necessary for the commissioner to obtain full knowledge of the licensee's work for each year; [PL
2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. Certify to the Governor the amount of stipend due a licensee; and [PL 2005, c. 563, §3
(NEW).]

C. Make distributions from the Stipend Fund and the Fair Fund in accordance with this chapter.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

3. Authority to summons. The commissioner may summon and examine on oath an officer or
director of any entity holding a fair license or any person whose testimony the commissioner considers
necessary in the proper discharge of the commissioner's duties under this chapter. The commissioner
may require witnesses to offer for examination books or records in their custody or control that the
commissioner considers necessary for the performance of the commissioner's duties.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW)]

4. Authorization for payment. The commissioner may authorize payment of a stipend only to a
fair licensee that has adhered to the requirements of this chapter. A fair licensee is not entitled to a
stipend unless the licensee completes and returns blanks issued in accordance with subsection 2.
Neglect or failure on the part of a licensee to adhere to the requirements of this chapter is sufficient
cause for withholding that licensee's stipend.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

5. Rulemaking. The commissioner shall adopt rules to establish procedures for licensing and
awarding dates for agricultural fairs and performance standards for evaluating agricultural fairs. The
commissioner, in consultation with the executive director of the State Harness Racing Commission,
shall adopt rules that require agricultural fairs that receive a distribution of slot machine revenue in
accordance with Title 8, section 1036, subsection 2 to submit information regarding the use of that
revenue sufficient for the executive director to submit the report required by Title 8, section 1037.
Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter 2-A.

[PL 2011, c. 358, §1 (AMD).]

6. Report on revenues from the operation of slot machines. The commissioner shall coordinate
with the executive director of the State Harness Racing Commission to submit a report regarding the
distribution of slot machine revenues as required by Title 8, section 1037.

[PL 2011, c. 358, §2 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 358, §§1, 2 (AMD).
§83. Licensing of agricultural fairs

A person or entity is not eligible to receive a stipend unless that person or entity has been issued a
license by the department to hold an agricultural fair. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

1. Application; fee. A person or entity applying for a license under this section must submit a
completed application form and a $10 license fee to the commissioner no later than March 31st in the
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calendar year preceding the first year of the license. The application for the license must contain the
information prescribed by the commissioner and must be signed and sworn to by the applicant. When
the applicant is an agricultural society, an executive officer of the society must sign and swear to the
information on the application.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Issuance of license. If satisfied that an applicant will comply or, if an applicant has previously
held a license, that the applicant has complied and will continue to comply with the requirements of
this chapter and rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, the commissioner may issue a license to the
applicant for an agricultural fair. A license is issued for 3 consecutive years and only for the dates

assigned by the commissioner in accordance with section 84.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§84. Fair dates

1. Assigned fair dates. The commissioner shall set the dates for which an agricultural fair license
is effective in accordance with rules adopted pursuant to section 82, subsection 5. No later than May
15th of the calendar year preceding the first year of each 3-year license period, the commissioner shall
announce the assignment of fair dates and issuance of licenses.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Requests for changes in dates. A licensee may petition the commissioner for a change in the
fair dates assigned under this section. The petition must be received a minimum of 90 days prior to the
licensee's first assigned fair date for that year. Upon receipt of the petition, the commissioner shall
reconsider the dates assigned, following the same procedure by which the dates were originally

assigned, and shall make a determination within 30 calendar days.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

3. Cancellation or reduction in fair days. A licensee shall notify the commissioner of a
cancellation or any proposed decrease in the number of days of a fair. This notification must be made

a minimum of 60 days prior to the first fair day assigned to the licensee for a given year.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§85. Fair Fund

The Treasurer of State shall establish the Fair Fund and shall annually credit a sum of money equal
to 5% of the total amount designated as state share in accordance with Title 8, section 286 to the Fair
Fund. The commissioner shall make distributions from the Fair Fund only to licensees eligible for a
stipend under section 86, subsections 5 and 6. Distributions are prorated according to the amount of
premiums and gratuities actually paid by those licensees in full and in cash or valuable equivalent.
Restrictions on premiums and gratuities used to determine apportionment of a stipend under section 86,
subsection 5 apply to distribution from the Fair Fund. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§86. Stipend Fund

1. Annual distribution. The commissioner shall annually distribute all money contributed to the
Stipend Fund under Title 8, sections 286 and 287 to qualified licensees in accordance with this section.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

Generated
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2. Distribution of funds to fair licensees that conduct pari-mutuel racing. Forty-four percent
of the amounts contributed to the Stipend Fund under Title 8, sections 286 and 287 must be divided
into equal amounts for reimbursement to each licensee that:

A. Conducts pari-mutuel racing in conjunction with its annual fair; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
B. Has improved its racing facilities; and [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

C. Has met the standards for facility improvements set by the commissioner for that licensee. [PL
2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

A licensee that has not complied with the improvement standards set by the commissioner for a given
year is not eligible for a reimbursement under this subsection for that year.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

3. Distribution of funds to fair licensees who do not conduct pari-mutuel racing. Eight percent
of the amount contributed to the Stipend Fund under Title 8, sections 286 and 287 for a calendar year
must be divided into amounts in proportion to the sums expended for premiums by the licensee in that
year for reimbursement to each licensee that:

A. Does not conduct pari-mutuel racing; and [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. Has met the standards for facility improvements set by the commissioner for that licensee. [PL
2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

A licensee that has not complied with the improvement standards set by the commissioner for a given
year is not eligible for a reimbursement under this subsection for that year.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

4. Expenditures for administration and inspection services. The commissioner may expend
annually up to 13% of the Stipend Fund for administrative and inspection services provided under this

chapter.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

5. Distribution to all eligible licensees. The amount remaining in the Stipend Fund after
distributions in accordance with subsections 2, 3 and 4 must be divided among fair licensees meeting
the eligibility criteria in subsection 6, prorated according to the amount of premiums and gratuities
actually paid by those licensees in full and in cash or valuable equivalent.

In determining distribution under this subsection, no allowance is made on premiums offered and paid
by a licensee at any competition held other than during the period at which its annual fair is held.
Allowance may not be made or consideration given for lump sums, payments or premiums previously
arranged and agreed upon for the presentation and display of any animals or products without regard to
competition.

Premiums and gratuities used to determine apportionment under this subsection are limited to those
paid for:

A. Livestock and poultry; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

. Vegetables, grains, fruits and flowers; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

. Products derived from livestock; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

. Home-canned, home-cooked and home-baked goods; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
Grange and farm exhibits; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
Boys' and girls' club exhibits; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

. Mechanical arts exhibits; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

. Domestic and fancy articles produced in the home; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

— o ™mm o QW
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I. Pulling contests for equines and oxen; and [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

J. Pulling contests for farm tractors and pickup trucks. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

6. Eligibility for stipend. A licensee is not entitled to a stipend under this chapter unless:

A. The licensee holds a license that is valid for the year for which the stipend is calculated; [PL
2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. Exhibits of vegetables, fruits, grains or dairy products are regularly displayed in an attractive
manner upon the fairgrounds during the fair, the products exhibited are representative of those
produced in the county in which the fair is held and the quality of the products is acceptable to the
commissioner; [RR 2005, c. 2, §5 (COR).]

C. The health status of domestic animals shown or exhibited at the fair satisfies the health
requirements established by the commissioner in accordance with section 1811 and rules adopted
pursuant to section 1752; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

D. The fair is conducted in accordance with performance standards established in rules adopted
pursuant to section 82, subsection 5; and [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

E. The minimum premiums established in subsection 7 are paid. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
[RR 2005, c. 2, §5 (COR).]

7. Minimum premiums required. To be eligible to receive a stipend, a licensee must:

A. Upon receiving an initial license, spend a minimum of $750 per year on premiums for 3 years
for displays of agricultural products, excluding premiums for equine and ox pulling contests and
farm tractor and pickup truck pulling contests; and [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. Upon fulfilling the requirement under paragraph A, continue to spend a minimum of $1,200 on

premiums yearly for displays of agricultural products, excluding premiums for equine and ox

pulling contests and farm tractor and pickup truck pulling contests. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

8. Maximum allowed distribution from Stipend Fund. A licensee may not receive a stipend
from the Stipend Fund greater than the amount actually raised and spent by the licensee on premiums
and gratuities in the classes provided in subsection 5. A licensee may not receive a stipend from the
Stipend Fund in excess of $10,000, except that this limitation does not apply to any additional stipend
provided for by Title 8, section 287 or to funds distributed from the Fair Fund in accordance with
section 85, the Agricultural Fair Support Fund in accordance with section 91 or the Agricultural Fair
Promotion Fund in accordance with section 103.

[PL 2021, c. 681, Pt. J, §1 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
RR 2005, c. 2, §5 (COR). PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW). PL 2021, c. 681, Pt. J, §1 (AMD).
§87. Licensees ineligible for stipend

1. Distribution of profits as primary purpose. A licensee is not eligible for a stipend if the
licensee is an entity with stockholders or members and the commissioner determines that the primary
purpose of the licensed entity is the distribution of profits to its members or stockholders.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Premiums on unregistered males prohibited. A stipend may not be paid to any licensee
offering or paying premiums on unneutered male animals over 6 months of age that are not recorded in
the books of record for their respective breeds as recognized by the commissioner. The commissioner
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may make verification of breed records a part of the sworn certificate required under section 88,
subsection 1, paragraph A.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§88. Filing and certification; investigation of complaints

1. Filing requirement. A licensee may not receive payment of a stipend or state aid by special
appropriation until:

A. The licensee files a sworn certificate with the commissioner stating the amount of money raised
by the licensee in connection with the fair and the amount actually awarded and paid in premiums;
and [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. The commissioner submits a certificate to the executive director of the State Harness Racing
Commission stating that the commissioner has examined the claim of the licensee and determined
that the licensee has complied with sections 86 and 87 and has awarded and paid as premiums and
gratuities a sum equal to or greater than the stipend received by the licensee. [PL 2005, c. 563,
§3 (NEW).]

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Investigation of complaints. Upon receiving a written and signed complaint alleging a
violation of this chapter relating to the payment of state aid in any form to a licensee, the commissioner
may investigate the alleged violation and employ such agents as necessary to aid in the investigation.
Expenses incurred for an investigation under this subsection are paid out of the general appropriation
for state aid to licensees. When an investigation determines that a licensee has violated this chapter, the
expense of the investigation is paid from the amount that would otherwise have been paid to that
licensee. If a licensee against which the complaint is made receives its aid by special enactment, then
the expense of the investigation is paid from the appropriation for that licensee.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§89. Licensees holding pari-mutuel racing meets

In addition to other requirements provided in this chapter, a licensee that holds pari-mutuel racing
meets must put on an agricultural fair during one racing meet each year to be eligible to receive a
stipend. Exhibits must be kept in an attractive display for a minimum of 3 consecutive days during the
meet. The total premium payments for these exhibits must be an amount equal to or greater than the
premiums paid for pulling contests at the fair and race meet, and not less than 25% of the premiums
paid for harness horse races conducted during the annual fair. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

The conducting of pari-mutuel betting by an entity licensed by the State Harness Racing
Commission in accordance with Title 8, chapter 11 is not cause for withholding that entity's stipend.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§90. Annual reports

1. Annual reports. No later than December 31st of the year for which a stipend is requested, a
licensee claiming a stipend shall file with the commissioner a statement setting forth:

A. The financial condition and transactions of the licensee; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
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B. The amounts paid in premiums in each of the classes or displays used to determine
apportionment under section 85, subsection 5; and [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

C. Additional information requested by the commissioner relative to the character of displays and
the conduct of exhibitions. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

The licensee shall submit the required information on blanks furnished by the commissioner. Upon
receipt and after examination of these statements, and if the commissioner finds the submission to be
accurate, complete and in accordance with sections 85 and 86, the commissioner shall issue the
certificate required under section 88.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).

§91. Agricultural Fair Support Fund

1. Fund created. The Treasurer of State shall establish an account to be known as "the Agricultural
Fair Support Fund" and shall credit to it all money received under Title 8, section 1036, subsection 2,
paragraph D. The fund is a dedicated, nonlapsing fund. All revenues deposited in the fund must be
disbursed in accordance with this section, except that assessments and advances may be withdrawn in
accordance with Title 8, section 267-A.

[PL 2007, c. 539, Pt. G, §1 (AMD); PL 2007, c. 539, Pt. G, §15 (AFF).]

2. Disbursement. No later than January 31st of each year, all funds held as of the end of the
previous calendar year in the Agricultural Fair Support Fund must be distributed by the Treasurer of
State as follows:

A. Thirty-four percent of these funds must be distributed to all commercial tracks as defined in
Title 8, section 275-A and to all fair licensees that during the previous year were licensed to and
did accept pari-mutuel wagers on harness horse races. These funds must be distributed in the
manner prescribed in Title 8, section 298; and [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. Sixty-six percent of these funds must be divided in the following manner. The commissioner
may expend annually up to 13% of the funds available under this paragraph for administrative and
inspection services provided under this chapter and the remaining funds must be distributed among
all fair licensees that were licensed during the previous year. These funds must be distributed to
licensees according to the proportions established by section 86, subsection 5 and may be used at
the licensee's discretion. To receive distribution under this paragraph, a licensee holding pari-
mutuel racing in the previous year must have been in compliance with section 89. [PL 2013, c.
368, Pt. RR, §1 (AMD).]
[PL 2013, c. 368, Pt. RR, §1 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 539, Pt. G, §1 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 539, Pt. G, §15
(AFF). PL 2013, c. 368, Pt. RR, §1 (AMD).

§92. Constables

The officers of an agricultural society may appoint persons to act as constables at a licensed fair
sponsored by that society for the preservation of the public peace and the enforcement of the regulations
of the society. An appointment made under this section is valid only within the town where the fair is
held and only for the period from noon of the day preceding the commencement of the fair until noon
of the day after the termination of the fair. A constable appointed under this section has the powers and
duties of a constable under Title 30-A, section 2673. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
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PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§93. Property management

An agricultural society may acquire and hold property, real and personal. The annual income from
this property must be used for the purposes stated in the society's charter. The treasurer for a society
may receive conveyances or leases of property for the society, and hold, sell, mortgage or pledge the
property. A treasurer using this authority to manage property shall give bonds to the trustees of the
society for safekeeping and the faithful discharge of the treasurer's duties. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3
(NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§94. Entry fees; lien on animals or articles

1. Payment of entry fee. A person who enters an animal or article in a competition for premiums
offered by a licensee must pay the entry fee in accordance with the advertised rules and regulations of
the licensee, as long as the rules and regulations are not in conflict with the laws of the State or rules

adopted in accordance with the laws of the State.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Lien for failure to pay. When an entry fee is not paid as required under subsection 1, a lien is
created upon an animal or article to secure payment with costs. The lien may be enforced by a civil
action against the person owning the animal or article, or the person entering the animal or article in
the competition. Alternatively, the lien may be enforced in the same manner as liens on goods in
possession.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

3. Exception to lien. A lien under subsection 2 does not affect the ownership of an animal or
article when a person who was not responsible for the entry fee and had no notice of the lien purchases
the animal or article.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§95. Restriction on sale of goods and refreshments; lease of land

1. Sale of goods and exhibitions restricted. A person who sells refreshments or other
merchandise, or exhibits a show or play, unless in that person's own dwelling or usual place of business,
within a quarter of a mile of the fairgrounds during the time a licensed fair is conducted is subject to a
forfeit of not more than $100 to the licensee.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Lease restricted. A person who leases any land or building adjoining or overlooking the
fairgrounds to spectators of an exhibition on the fairgrounds during the time of the exhibition, without
the written consent of the licensee, is subject to a forfeit of not more than $100 to the licensee.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

3. Recovery on complaint. A forfeiture under this section may be recovered on complaint of the
licensee.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW)]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).

§96. Use of prohibited substance; animals entered in events
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1. Prohibition on administration of prohibited substance. A person may not feed, inject, insert
or otherwise administer or attempt to administer or instruct, aid or conspire with another person to
administer or employ anyone who administers or attempts to administer a prohibited substance to an
animal.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Prohibited use or exhibition of drugged animal. A person may not enter or use in an event
an animal that has been administered a prohibited substance. The commissioner may require that an
animal be tested for the presence of a prohibited substance before, during or after an event.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

3. Animals subject to examination; scope; request for test. An animal entered in an event is
subject to examination under the direction of a licensed veterinarian or an agent of the licensed
veterinarian. The licensed veterinarian, with the approval of the commissioner, may appoint
technicians and agents to perform duties under this section that are not prohibited by other provisions
of law. The examination may include physical, saliva, urine or blood tests or other tests or procedures
that the licensed veterinarian considers necessary to carry out the purposes of this section. The licensed
veterinarian may examine an animal entered in an event if that animal is on the grounds of the event.
The licensed veterinarian also may examine an animal withdrawn by the owner of the animal within 24
hours prior to an event for which the animal had been entered. The pull superintendent appointed under
section 99, subsection 1 may undertake a visual examination of any animal entered in an event and may
request a licensed veterinarian or an agent of the licensed veterinarian to undertake an examination
under this subsection.

[PL 2017, c. 207, §3 (AMD).]

4. Refusal to submit animal for examination. The owner or driver may not refuse to secure or
restrain an animal for examination under this section by a licensed veterinarian or a technician or agent
of the licensed veterinarian and may not interfere with the restraining or securing of an animal for that
examination.

[PL 2017, c. 207, §3 (AMD).]

5. Presence of prohibited substance; prima facie evidence. If the chemical analysis of a test
performed under subsection 3 indicates the presence of a prohibited substance, it is prima facie evidence
that the substance has been administered to the animal. For purposes of this section, each administration
of a prohibited substance to an animal and each occasion on which a prohibited substance was
administered in violation of subsection 1 constitutes a separate violation.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

6. Authority of commissioner to make rules. The commissioner may adopt rules relating to the
administration of tests, the care and custody of test samples and all other matters necessary to carry out
the purposes of this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

7. Responsibility of owner and driver for condition of animal. In the absence of substantial
evidence to the contrary, the owner and driver of an animal are responsible for the condition of the
animal, including the presence of a prohibited substance, and are charged with knowledge of all the
provisions contained in this section and the rules adopted pursuant to this section. If the owner is
prevented from performing the owner's duties for an animal under this subsection, by illness or other
cause, or is absent from the event where an animal under the owner's care is entered and stabled, the
owner shall immediately notify the secretary or general manager of the event.

[PL 2017, c. 207, §3 (AMD) ]

8. Administrative hearing; suspension. In lieu of a civil action under subsection 9, the
commissioner may institute an administrative proceeding on any alleged violation of this section. If
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the commissioner institutes an administrative proceeding, the commissioner shall give notice and an
opportunity for hearing under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 4. Upon giving notice to a person who
is alleged to be in violation of this section, the commissioner shall immediately prohibit that person
from competing in an event within the State. This prohibition remains in effect for 30 days or until the
commissioner's decision following the hearing is received, whichever occurs first, except that the
prohibition period is extended by any delays of the hearing requested by the person against whom the
violation is alleged.

If the person against whom the violation is alleged does not request a hearing or if, after a hearing, the
commissioner finds the person has committed the violation, the commissioner shall prohibit that person
from competing in any event within the State for a period of 2 years for the first offense, 3 years for the
2nd offense and 5 years for the 3rd and subsequent offenses and shall also exclude the animal from
competing in any event within the State for a period of one year. The commissioner may also, in an
adjudicatory proceeding, in lieu of a civil action under subsection 9, impose an administrative penalty
not to exceed $1,000 for a violation of this section.

The commissioner may establish, by rule, a schedule of administrative penalties for violations of this
section that includes fines and prohibitions on competing. The schedule must be based on the severity
of the violation. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title
5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[PL 2017, c. 207, §4 (AMD).]

9. Civil violations. A person who violates subsection 1, 2 or 4 commits a civil violation for which
the following may be adjudged:

A. For the first violation, a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $500; or [PL 2005, c. 563,
§3 (NEW).]

B. For a 2nd or subsequent violation, a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000. [PL 2005,
c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

Fines adjudged under this subsection must be deposited in the General Fund.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

10. Suspension. When a violation is adjudicated under subsection 9, the commissioner shall
immediately suspend the person adjudicated to have committed the violation from participating in
events for a period of 2 years for the first offense, 3 years for the 2nd offense and 5 years for the 3rd
and subsequent offenses and shall also exclude the animal involved from competing in any event for a
period of one year. An action by the commissioner based upon an adjudication under this section is
automatic, and there is no right to a hearing before the commissioner on the suspension. A person who
participated in an event during any period of suspension or prohibition ordered by the commissioner
under this subsection or subsection 8 and the owner of any animal that competes during a period of
suspension or prohibition commit an additional violation of this section.

[PL 2017, c. 207, §5 (AMD).]

11. Forfeiture. The owner of an animal found to have been administered a prohibited substance
in violation of this section forfeits all prize money and any trophies, ribbons and points won at an event
by the affected animal. The prize money and trophies, ribbons and points must be redistributed by the
secretary or general manager of the event in accordance with its rules or bylaws.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

12. Exception; therapeutic use of drugs. This section does not prohibit the administration to an
animal of a drug the use of which is required for treatment of an illness or condition unrelated to the
performance of the animal in an event. An animal in an event that receives a medication that contains
a prohibited substance is not eligible for the event, unless the following requirements have been met

1022023 Title 7. AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS | 35



MRS Title 7. AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

and the information requested is submitted as a statement in writing to the secretary or general manager
of the event.

A. The medication must be therapeutic and necessary for treatment of an illness or injury. [PL
2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. The animal must be withdrawn from the event for a period of at least 24 hours after medication
has been administered. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

C. Only a licensed veterinarian or an owner acting under the direction of a licensed veterinarian
may administer medication. The owner may administer medication under the direction of a
licensed veterinarian if the licensed veterinarian has assumed responsibility for making medical
judgments regarding the health of the animal, has sufficient knowledge of the animal to make a
general or preliminary diagnosis of the animal and is readily available to care for the animal in the
event of an adverse reaction to medication or the failure of the owner to adhere to a therapy regimen.
[PL 2017, c. 207, §6 (AMD).]

D. The amount, strength and mode of administration of medication must be identified. [PL 2005,
c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

E. The statement must include the date and time of the administration of medication. [PL 2005,
c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

F. The animal must be identified by name, age, sex, color and entry number. [PL 2005, c. 563,
§3 (NEW).]

G. The statement must contain the diagnosis and reason for administering the medication. [PL
2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

H. The statement must be signed by the person administering the medication. [PL 2005, c. 563,
§3 (NEW).]

I. The statement must be filed with the secretary or general manager of the event within one hour
after the administration of medication or one hour after the secretary or general manager of the
event returns to duty, if the administration is at a time other than during event hours. [PL 2005, c.
563, §3 (NEW).]

J. The statement must be signed by the secretary or general manager of the event and the time of
receipt of the statement must be recorded on the statement by the secretary or general manager.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

If the chemical analysis of a sample taken pursuant to subsection 3 from the animal treated under this
subsection indicates the presence of a prohibited substance and all the requirements of this subsection
have been met, the information contained in the statement and any other relevant evidence must be
considered at a hearing provided under subsection 8 in determining whether there has been a violation
of any provision of this section.
[PL 2017, c. 207, §6 (AMD).]

13. Inapplicability to horse racing. This section does not affect laws governing horse racing or
affect horse sales or horse auction sales when those sales are solely for the sale of racehorses or breeding
stock that are used in the production of racehorses and when those sales are held or conducted on the
premises of a racing association under the jurisdiction of, and with the authorization and approval of,
the State Harness Racing Commission.

As used in this subsection, "racehorse" means a live horse, including a stallion, mare, gelding, ridgeling,
colt or filly, that is eligible to participate in a horse racing contest in this State where pari-mutuel racing
is permitted under the rules adopted by the State Harness Racing Commission. This subsection does
not exempt racehorses participating in an event covered by this chapter.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

Generated
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SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 73, §1 (AMD). PL 2017, c. 207, §§3-6 (AMD).
§97. Pulling events between animals

1. Permit required. A person or entity may not sponsor a public or private pulling event between
animals or pairs of animals within the State without a permit from the commissioner issued in
accordance with this section and rules adopted pursuant to this section.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Application. A person or entity shall make an application for a permit in writing to the
commissioner at least 10 days prior to the date on which a pulling event is intended to take place. The
applicant shall provide the name of the person or entity conducting the event, the date and place the
event is to be held and the names of the pull superintendent and superintendent assistants appointed to
officiate at the event. One application and one permit may include one or more separate events when

specified. Permits granted under this section are not transferable.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

3. Fees. The commissioner shall charge a permit fee of $40 per pull day for an event sponsored
by a person or entity receiving a stipend under section 86. The commissioner shall charge a seasonal
permit fee of $75 to a person or entity that does not receive a stipend under section 86. The seasonal
permit covers all pulls conducted by that entity for the year in which the permit is issued. All revenue
derived from the permit fees must be deposited in a nonlapsing dedicated account.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

4. Statutory rules. A permit may not be issued under this section unless the person or entity
conducting the event has adopted the following rules governing the conduct of each pulling event.

A. All drivers who are to compete in contests must have their teams ready at the published starting
time. All classes must be closed after the positions are drawn. Classes must start as nearly as
possible to the published time. [PL 2017, c. 207, §7 (AMD).]

B. Check weighing must be allowed prior to the official weigh-in. All weighing must be done in
the forenoon if possible. Teams must have on halters. Horses and ponies must have on shoes. [PL
2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

C. Measuring must be in a straight line to the nearest point on the drag. Line-to-line measuring is
allowed. The front of the drag must touch the line before turning. To get the full-line measure, the
drag must be turned more than 1/2 way or the back of the drag must be over the line. [PL 2005,
c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

D. Teams must stay hooked to the drag at all times. Unhitching and rehitching are not allowed.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

E. An actual separation, breaking or bending of equipment constitutes a breakdown. A team
breaking down may take the distance pulled or return to the last position and pull over. Only one
breakdown is allowed. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

F. Time limits are a maximum of 5 minutes. Time starts when the drag is moved. The time limit
to hook on in distance pulls is 3 minutes. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

G. On horses, the very light use of the reins on the hindquarters only is allowed and over and under
is not allowed. Whips, brads or goads are not allowed. Reins may not be doubled up. Electrical
or electronic devices are not allowed. Open bridles are not allowed. Ponies may not be struck
except in a sweepstakes, when they may be struck with a cap or bare open hand. [PL 2005, c.
563, §3 (NEW).]
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H. On oxen, the use of the goad must be very light. The goad may not have a brad in it, only a
plain yoke and chain or pole that may be pulled, except that a rope may be allowed in children's
classes as provided in rules adopted pursuant to subsection 5. All chains must be covered to the
hook. Plastic goads are not allowed. The goad stick may not be over 4 feet long unless approved
by the pull superintendent and may not exceed 1/2 inch in diameter on the small end. The goad
stick may be taped but not weighted. The stick may be used lightly on the face to control the oxen
but not around the eyes. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

I. Any number of helpers is allowed to help hitch. After hitch-on, there may be no more than 2
helpers. The helpers shall stay behind the drag unless needed to help the driver. The helpers may
not have a stick. This paragraph applies to distance pulls only. [PL 2017, c. 207, §8 (AMD).]

J. All participants must be properly dressed. Proper language must be used at all times. Any
participant under the influence of alcohol or other intoxicating substances must be disqualified from
the contest. Tests may be made to determine intoxication. The drinking of intoxicating beverages
by participants in and around the ring is prohibited. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

K. The person or entity sponsoring the event decides the splitting of teams. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3
(NEW).]

L. Heading of horses or oxen is not allowed. One inch pulled constitutes a hitch. Stepping over
the rail counts as a hitch and 5 minutes are allowed for hitching. Three attempts may be made
within that period. Time taken out to position the drag for the next pull may not be counted. Drivers
may not be changed after the first load is pulled. A team deliberately driven over the rail is
disqualified from the contest. In case of a tie on the longest distance, the 2nd-longest distances
already pulled will take first place. Persons acting as eveners shall remain quiet after hitching on.
This paragraph does not apply to distance pulls. [PL 2017, c. 207, §8 (AMD).]

M. There may not be heading of horses after a pull starts unless there is a mix-up, snarl or
breakdown. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

N. A substantial barrier must be maintained at the end of the ring toward which the pull is

proceeding to prevent or substantially impede runaways. A driver losing control of the team is
disqualified immediately. [PL 2017, c. 207, §8 (AMD).]

O. There is 100 pounds' tolerance on draft steers and oxen on and after Labor Day weekend. [PL
2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

P. An animal that is thin or dehydrated, shows open sores or is lame is disqualified. [PL 2005, c.
563, §3 (NEW).]

Q. Before a team is allowed to pull, the owner shall provide a certificate of liability insurance in
the amount of $300,000. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

R. An animal must have an ear tag or microchip implant for identification purposes. The pull
superintendent or the assistant pull superintendent shall verify the animal's identification at the time
of weigh-in and at the time of entry. [PL 2017, c. 207, §9 (NEW).]

[PL 2017, c. 207, §§7-9 (AMD).]

5. Rules. The commissioner may, with the advice of the Pull Events Commission, adopt rules

necessary to carry out the purposes of this section and sections 98 and 99. Rules adopted pursuant to
this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW). PL 2017, c. 207, §§7-9 (AMD).

§98. Pull Events Commission
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The Pull Events Commission, as authorized by Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 3-A, is
established in accordance with this section. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

1. Membership. The Pull Events Commission consists of 10 members:

A. Two members appointed by a statewide association representing owners of draft horses and
oxen who participate in pulling events; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. One member appointed by a statewide association representing owners of oxen who participate
in pulling events; [PL 2011, c. 487, §1 (AMD).]

C. One member appointed by a statewide farmers association representing owners of draft horses
who participate in pulling events; [PL 2011, c. 487, §1 (AMD).]

C-1. One member appointed by a statewide farmers association representing owners of draft oxen
who participate in pulling events; [PL 2011, c. 487, §1 (NEW).]

D. One fair superintendent appointed by the commissioner; [PL 2011, c. 487, §1 (AMD).]

D-1. One member appointed by a state association of agricultural fairs; [PL 2011, c. 487, §1
(NEW).]

E. One representative appointed by state humane organizations; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

F. One member, appointed by the commissioner, representing the general public; and [PL 2011,
c. 487, §1 (AMD).]

G. [PL2011, c.487,§1 (RP)]

H. One member appointed by the Animal Welfare Advisory Council. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3
(NEW).]
[PL 2011, c. 487, §1 (AMD).]

2. Chair; meetings; secretary; quorum. The Pull Events Commission shall elect one of its
members as chair. The chair serves a 2-year term and may not serve as chair for consecutive terms.
The commission shall meet a minimum of twice annually. The commissioner shall designate a person
to serve as secretary to the Pull Events Commission. A quorum of the commission for the transaction
of business is 6 members. An action may not be taken by the commission without approval of a

majority of the members present.
[PL 2011, c. 487, §2 (AMD).]

3. Terms; vacancies. Appointments to the Pull Events Commission must be for terms of 3 years.
The appointing authority fills a vacancy for a full 3-year term. The appointing authority may remove
a commission member for cause, which includes poor attendance. The chair shall make
recommendations to the appointing authority concerning a removal.

[PL 2011, c. 487, §3 (AMD).]

4. Rulemaking. The Pull Events Commission shall adopt rules establishing the qualifications and
procedure for the certification of pull superintendents and assistant pull superintendents and guidelines
for dealing with violations of section 95 and the rules adopted under this subsection. Rules adopted
pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

5. Other duties. The Pull Events Commission shall:

A. Periodically review the statutory rules for pulls as contained in section 97, subsection 4 and
recommend to the Legislature changes as necessary; [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. Give advice and recommendations to the commissioner on request or as the commission
considers necessary; and [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]
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C. Coordinate, develop and conduct pull superintendent training seminars. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3
(NEW).]
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 73, §2 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 487, §§1-3 (AMD).
§99. Pull superintendent

1. Appointment. FEach person or entity conducting a pulling event shall appoint a pull
superintendent who is certified by the commissioner as qualified in accordance with rules adopted under
section 98. The name of the pull superintendent must be submitted in conjunction with the application
for a permit to conduct each event. Only a person listed on the application as a pull superintendent or
assistant pull superintendent may officiate.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

2. Restrictions on officiating. A pull superintendent may not officiate as pull superintendent for
a class in a pulling event in which that pull superintendent is participating as a competitor. An assistant
pull superintendent may not officiate as pull superintendent for a class in a pulling event in which that
assistant pull superintendent is participating as a competitor.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

3. Enforcement responsibilities. A pull superintendent shall enforce the laws and rules governing
pulling events and shall report participants who are disqualified, violations of the law and other matters,
as appropriate, to the Pull Events Commission.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§100. Enforcement actions by commission

Upon receipt of a report pursuant to section 99, subsection 3, the Pull Events Commission shall
send a copy of the report to the sponsor whose name appears on the application for the pulling event
and to the person whose conduct has been reported to the commission. [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

1. Violation by driver. Upon receipt of a written report alleging that a driver has violated the
laws or rules governing pulling events, the Pull Events Commission may after a hearing disqualify a
driver from participation in pulling events.

[PL 2017, c. 207, §10 (AMD)]

2. Violation by pull superintendent or assistant pull superintendent. Upon receipt of a written
report alleging that a pull superintendent or assistant pull superintendent has violated the laws or rules
governing pulling events or has failed to take appropriate action to enforce the laws and rules governing
pulling events, the Pull Events Commission may after a hearing suspend or revoke that person's
certification to act as a pull superintendent.

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW). PL 2017, c. 207, §10 (AMD).
§101. Violations relating to pulling events

1. Conducting pulling event without permit. A person that conducts, causes to be conducted or
sponsors a public or private pulling event between animals or pairs of animals within the State without
a permit from the commissioner commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less than $100 nor
more than $500 may be adjudged.
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[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW)]

2. Prohibition on participating in pulling events. A person who has been convicted of a violation
of Title 17, section 1031 or has been adjudicated to have committed a civil violation of section 4011
within the previous 5 years may not participate as an animal owner or handler or in any other capacity,
directly or indirectly, in a pulling event. A person who participates in a pulling event in violation of this
subsection commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $500 may be
adjudged.
[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

3. Permit revocation. The commissioner may, in accordance with Title 5, chapter 375, revoke or
refuse to renew a permit to hold a pulling event:

A. If after receiving notice from the department the sponsor of a pulling event allows a person to
participate as an owner or handler or in any other capacity, directly or indirectly, in a pulling event
within 5 years of that person's being convicted of a violation of Title 17, section 1031 or being
adjudicated of a civil violation of section 4011; or [PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

B. When the commissioner has received written notification from the Pull Events Commission of
violations of laws or rules at a pulling event conducted under a permit held by that sponsor. [PL
2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

[PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 563, §3 (NEW).
§102. Reciprocal disciplinary action

The department shall obtain current listings from other jurisdictions of persons who have been
suspended or barred from pulling competitions. The department shall refuse to allow any person who
has been suspended or barred from pulling competitions in another jurisdiction to compete in any
pulling competition until the department receives notification from the jurisdiction that has suspended
or barred the person from pulling competitions that the person is again eligible to compete in pulling
competitions in that jurisdiction. [PL 2013, c. 155, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2013, c. 155, §1 (NEW).
§103. Agricultural Fair Promotion Fund

1. Eligible nonprofit organization defined. As used in this section, "eligible nonprofit
organization" means a nonprofit organization that is exempt from federal income taxation under Section
501(a) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as an organization described by Section
501(c) and that has had, for at least the preceding 25 years, a sole or primary purpose of promoting
agricultural fairs in the State.

[PL 2021, c. 681, Pt. J, §2 (NEW).]

2. Identification of eligible nonprofit organizations. On January 1st and July 1st of each year,
the commissioner shall send a list of all eligible nonprofit organizations to the Treasurer of State.
[PL 2021, c. 681, Pt. J, §2 (NEW).]

3. Fund created. The Treasurer of State shall establish an account to be known as "the Agricultural
Fair Promotion Fund" and shall credit to it all money received under Title 8, section 1218, subsection
1, paragraph E. The fund is a dedicated, nonlapsing fund. All revenues deposited in the fund must be
disbursed in accordance with this section.

[PL 2021, c. 681, Pt. J, §2 (NEW).]
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4. Distribution. On January 31st and July 31st of each year, all amounts credited to the fund
established pursuant to this section as of the last day of the preceding month and not distributed before
that day must be distributed by the Treasurer of State in equal shares to each organization in the State

that has been identified by the commissioner as an eligible nonprofit organization under subsection 2.
[PL 2021, c. 681, Pt. J, §2 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2021, c. 681, Pt. J, §2 (NEW).

CHAPTER 5
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND MAINE AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

§121. Maine Agricultural Experiment Station

1. Establishment. The department of the University of Maine System known and designated as
the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station, referred to in this section as the "station," established at the
University of Maine at Orono in connection with the university and under the direction of the university,
the director and the Board of Agriculture, for the purpose of carrying into effect an Act of the Congress
of the United States, approved March 2, 1887, to establish agricultural experiment stations in
connection with the colleges established in the several states under an Act approved July 2, 1862, and
of the Acts supplementary thereto, must be maintained in accordance with the purposes for which it
was originally established.

[PL 1997, c. 711, §3 (NEW).]

2. Director. The President of the University of Maine at Orono, in consultation with the Board of
Agriculture, shall appoint for a term of 5 years the Director of the Maine Agricultural Experiment
Station, referred to in this section as the "director." After the term has expired, the director is eligible
for reappointment. The director may be removed by the President of the University of Maine at Orono,
in consultation with the Board of Agriculture, for cause. The director shall work with the Board of
Agriculture to oversee the work of the university faculty at the station. The director of the station is
the executive and administrative officer of the station and shall exercise supervision, direction and
control over the station in accordance with the programs and policies of the University of Maine System
and those established by the Board of Agriculture.

[PL 1997, c. 711, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1985, c. 779, §25 (AMD). PL 1997, c. 711, §3 (RPR).
§122. Orcharding and crops

The Maine Agricultural Experiment Station shall conduct scientific investigations in orcharding,
corn and other farm crops and, to this end, shall maintain the farms purchased in the name of the State,
and stocked and equipped for the use and benefit of the station. The Director of the Maine Agricultural
Experiment Station, with the agreement of the Board of Agriculture, has the general supervision,
management and control of those farms and of all investigations thereon. The board and the director
shall seek agreement on all issues. In the event that agreement can not be reached, final authority rests
with the director. [PL 2005, c. 512, §2 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1997, c. 711, §4 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 512, §2 (AMD).
§123. Animal husbandry
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The Maine Agricultural Experiment Station shall conduct scientific investigations in animal
husbandry, including experiments and observations on dairy cattle and other domestic animals, and
these investigations are under the control of the director of the station with the agreement of the Board
of Agriculture. The experiments in animal husbandry may be conducted at any of the farms owned by
the State. The board and the director shall seek agreement on all issues. In the event that agreement
can not be reached, final authority rests with the director. [PL 1997, c. 711, §4 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1997, c. 711, §4 (AMD).
§124. Expenditure of appropriation

Sums that are appropriated in favor of the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station must be expended
by the director of the station with the agreement of the Board of Agriculture in executing sections 121,
122 and 123. The board and the director shall seek agreement on all issues. In the event that agreement
can not be reached, final authority rests with the director. [PL 1997, c. 711, §4 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1997, c. 711, §4 (AMD).
§125. Board of Agriculture

1. Establishment; duties. The Board of Agriculture, referred to in this section as the "board," as
established in Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 4-A, is created within the University of Maine
System. The board shall advise the Chancellor of the University of Maine System and the President of
the University of Maine at Orono on matters concerning the operation and management of agricultural
research conducted by the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station and university farm-based programs,
including those of the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service. The board's duties are
limited to advising the chancellor and the president on research and programs relating to agriculture.
The board does not advise the Director of the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station or have a role in
the operation of research and programs within the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station that relate to
forestry, wildlife, or fisheries and aquaculture. The board shall assist the chancellor and the president
in articulating the mission of the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station as it pertains to agriculture.
The director, with the agreement of the board, shall develop a budget for the station. The board and
the director shall seek agreement on all issues. In the event that agreement can not be reached, final
authority rests with the director. The board may not interfere with funding and grants for commodity
research programs brought to the University of Maine System directly or through the efforts of
commodity groups. The board shall respect the expertise of the various commodity groups and shall
maintain the integrity of the research being recommended and reviewed by specific commodity groups.
The board shall assist in the coordination of activities with commodity groups interested in or
supporting agricultural research. The board shall consult with the following agricultural commodity
advisory committees on agricultural research and extension priorities:

A. The University of Maine System Wild Blueberry Advisory Committee; and [PL 1997, c. 711,
§5 (NEW).]
B. The Maine Potato Board Research and Product Development Committee. [PL 1997, c. 711,
§5 (NEW).]

[PL 1997, c. 711, §5 (NEW).]

2. Membership. The board consists of the following 20 members:

A. A designee of the President of the University of Maine at Orono; [PL 1997, c. 711, §5
(NEW).]

B. A designee of the Chancellor of the University of Maine System; [PL 1997, c. 711, §5
(NEW).]
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C. The Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry or the commissioner's designee;

[PL 1997, c. 711, §5 (NEW); PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §6 (REV).]

D. The president of a statewide farm bureau or the president's designee; [PL 2009, c. 393, §1
(AMD).]

E. The president of a statewide agricultural council or the president's designee; [PL 2009, c. 393,
§1 (AMD).]

F. Eight members representing the agricultural industry, one person designated by each of the
following:

(1) The Maine Potato Board;

(2) The Wild Blueberry Commission of Maine;

(3) A statewide pomological society;

(4) A statewide vegetable and small fruit growers association;

(5) A statewide dairy industry association;

(6) A statewide landscape and nursery association;

(7) A statewide florist and growers association; and

(8) A statewide organic farmers and gardeners association; [PL 1997, c. 711, §5 (NEW).]

G. Two members of the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
agricultural matters, one appointed by the President of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker
of the House; [PL 1997, c. 711, §5 (NEW).]

H. One farmer with livestock experience in an area other than dairy farming, chosen from a list of
3 nominees submitted by a statewide beef and sheep producers association, appointed by the
Governor; [PL 1997, c. 711, §5 (NEW).]

I. Two research faculty members associated with agricultural research at the University of Maine
at Orono, appointed by the Board of Trustees of the University of Maine System; [PL 2009, c.
393, §1 (AMD).]

J. The Director of the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service; and [PL 2009, c. 393,
§1 (AMD).]

K. One member representing the aquaculture industry designated by a statewide aquaculture
industry association. [PL 2009, c. 393, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2009, c. 393, §1 (AMD); PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §6 (REV).]

3. Terms. Each member serves a term of 5 years, except that the terms of legislative members
expire the first Wednesday in December of even-numbered years. Vacancies must be filled by the
appointing authority to complete the term of the preceding appointee.

[PL 1997, c. 711, §5 (NEW).]

4. Chair; secretary. The board shall select annually one of its members to serve as chair. The
Director of the Agricultural Experiment Station shall serve as secretary to the board but the director is
not a member of the board and has no vote.

[PL 1997, c. 711, §5 (NEW).]

5. Compensation. The board members are entitled to legislative per diem compensation for
attendance at board meetings in accordance with Title 5, chapter 379.

[PL 1997, c. 711, §5 (NEW).]

6. Report. The Board of Agriculture shall report at least annually to the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural matters and to the Board of Trustees of the
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University of Maine System. The report must include an accounting of meetings and actions of the
Board of Agriculture, including agreements entered into, status of demonstration projects, research
findings, informational activities and an evaluation of the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station and
Cooperative Extension Service programs, with recommendations regarding changes or improvements
in the programs and the budget. The Board of Agriculture shall submit annually to the Board of
Trustees of the University of Maine System proposals for additional funding for capital building
projects at the research farms.

[PL 1997, c. 711, §5 (NEW).]

7. Long-range plan. By January 15, 2000, the board shall establish a long-range plan for operation
of the Agricultural Experiment Station and the Cooperative Extension Service programs that includes
but is not limited to plans for each of the research farms, joint appointments for experiment station and
extension faculty, better utilization of research farms and objectives for research for each agricultural
commodity in the State. The plan developed by the board does not include operations, research and
programs relating to forestry, wildlife, aquaculture and fisheries.

[PL 1999, c. 72, §1 (AMD)]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 1997, c. 711, §5 (NEW). PL 1999, c. 72, §1 (AMD). PL 2009, c. 393, §1 (AMD). PL 2011,
c. 657, Pt. W, §6 (REV).

CHAPTER 6
MAINE AGRICULTURE PROTECTION ACT

§151. Short title

This Act may be known and cited as "the Maine Agriculture Protection Act." [PL 2007, c. 649,
§3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).
§152. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
following meanings. [PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

1. Agricultural composting operation. "Agricultural composting operation" means composting
that takes place on a farm. "Agricultural composting operation" does not include an operation that
involves nonorganic municipal solid waste or that composts municipal sludge, septage, industrial solid
waste or industrial sludge. "Agricultural composting operation" does not include an operation that
composts materials with a moderate or high risk of contamination from heavy metals, volatile and
semivolatile organic compounds, polychlorinated biphenyls or dioxin.

[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

2. Agricultural products. "Agricultural products" means those plants and animals and their
products that are useful to humans and includes, but is not limited to, forages and sod crops, grains and
feed crops, dairy and dairy products, poultry and poultry products, bees and bees' products, livestock
and livestock products, manure and compost and fruits, berries, vegetables, flowers, seeds, grasses and
other similar products, or any other plant, animal or plant or animal products that supply humans with
food, feed, fiber or fur. "Agricultural products" does not include trees grown and harvested for forest
products.

[PL 2015, c. 145, §1 (AMD).]
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3. Agricultural support services. "Agricultural support services" means the aerial or surface
application of seed, fertilizer, pesticides or soil amendments and custom harvesting.
[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

4. Composting. "Composting" means the controlled aerobic decomposition of organic materials
to produce a soil-like product beneficial to plant growth and suitable for agronomic use.
[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

5. Farm. "Farm" means the land, plants, animals, buildings, structures, ponds and machinery used
in the commercial production of agricultural products.
[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

6. Farm operation. "Farm operation" means a condition or activity that occurs on a farm in
connection with the commercial production of agricultural products and includes, but is not limited to,
operations giving rise to noise, odors, dust, insects and fumes; operation of machinery and irrigation
pumps; disposal of manure; agricultural support services; and the employment and use of labor.

[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW). PL 2015, c. 145, §1 (AMD).

§153. Farm; farm operation or agricultural composting operation not a nuisance

A farm, farm operation or agricultural composting operation may not be considered a public or
private nuisance under Title 17, chapter 91 if the farm, farm operation or agricultural composting
operation alleged to be a nuisance is in compliance with applicable state and federal laws, rules and
regulations and: [PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

1. Farm; farm operation; agricultural composting operation. The farm, farm operation or
agricultural composting operation conforms to best management practices, as determined by the
commissioner in accordance with Title 5, chapter 375;

[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

2. Storage or use of farm nutrients; complaints. For complaints regarding the storage or use of
farm nutrients as defined in section 4201, subsection 4, the farm, farm operation or agricultural
composting operation has implemented a nutrient management plan developed in accordance with
section 4204 and operation of the farm, farm operation or agricultural composting operation is
consistent with the nutrient management plan; or

[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

3. Change in land use; occupancy of land. The farm, farm operation or agricultural composting
operation existed before a change in the land use or occupancy of land within one mile of the boundaries
of the farm, farm operation or agricultural composting operation as long as, before the change in land
use or occupancy, the farm, farm operation or agricultural composting operation would not have been
considered a nuisance. This subsection does not apply to a farm, farm operation or agricultural
composting operation that materially changes the conditions or nature of the farm, farm operation or
agricultural composting operation after a change in the land use or occupancy of land within one mile
of the boundaries of the farm, farm operation or agricultural composting operation. Nothing in this
subsection affects the applicability of any of the other provisions of this chapter.

[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).

§154. Violation of municipal ordinances
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A farm operation or agricultural composting operation located in an area where agricultural
activities are permitted may not be considered a violation of a municipal ordinance if the farm operation
or agricultural composting operation conforms to best management practices as determined by the
commissioner in accordance with section 153, subsection 1. [PL 2015, c. 145, §2 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW). PL 2015, c. 145, §2 (AMD).
§155. Application; municipal ordinances

This chapter does not affect the application of state and federal laws. A municipality must provide
the commissioner with a copy of any proposed ordinance that affects farm operations or agricultural
composting operations. The clerk of the municipality or a municipal official designated by the clerk
shall submit a copy of the proposed ordinance to the commissioner at least 90 days prior to the meeting
of the legislative body or public hearing at which adoption of the ordinance will be considered. The
commissioner shall review the proposed ordinance and advise the municipality as to whether the
proposed ordinance restricts or prohibits the use of best management practices. This section does not
affect municipal authority to enact ordinances. [PL 2015, c. 145, §3 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW). PL 2015, c. 145, §3 (AMD).
§156. Complaint resolution

The commissioner shall investigate all complaints involving a farm, farm operation or agricultural
composting operation, including, but not limited to, complaints involving the use of waste products,
groundwater and surface water pollution and insect infestations. In cases of insect infestations not
arising from agricultural activities, when the State Entomologist believes that the infestation is a public
nuisance and is able to identify the source or sources of the infestation, the commissioner shall refer
the matter to the Department of the Attorney General. If the commissioner finds upon investigation
that the person responsible for the farm, farm operation or agricultural composting operation is using
best management practices, the commissioner shall notify that person and the complainant of this
finding in writing. Notwithstanding section 153, subsection 3, if the commissioner identifies the source
or sources of the problem and finds that the problem is caused by the use of other than best management
practices, the commissioner shall: [PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

1. Changes. Determine the changes needed in the farm, farm operation or agricultural composting
operation to comply with best management practices and prescribe site-specific best management
practices for that farm, farm operation or agricultural composting operation;

[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

2. Advise person responsible. Advise the person responsible for the farm, farm operation or
agricultural composting operation of the changes, as determined in subsection 1, that are necessary to
conform with best management practices and determine subsequently if those changes are
implemented; and

[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

3. Findings. Give the findings of the initial investigation and subsequent investigations and any
determination of compliance to the complainant and person responsible.

[PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY

PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).
§157. Good faith
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The Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 11 applies in any private action filed against the owner
or operator of a farm, farm operation or agricultural composting operation in which it is alleged that
the farm, farm operation or agricultural composting operation constitutes a nuisance if it is determined
that the action was not brought in good faith and was frivolous or intended for harassment only. [PL
2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).
§158. Failure to adopt best management practices

If the person responsible for a farm, farm operation or agricultural composting operation does not
apply best management practices as required by the commissioner, the commissioner shall send a
written report to an appropriate agency if a federal or state law has been violated and to the Attorney
General. The Attorney General may institute an action to abate a nuisance or to enforce the provisions
of this chapter or any other applicable state law, and the court may order the abatement with costs as
provided under Title 17, section 2702, such injunctive relief as provided in this section or by other
applicable law, or that a civil violation has been committed. Failure to apply best management practices
in accordance with this chapter constitutes a separate civil violation for which a fine of up to $1,000,
together with an additional fine of up to $250 per day for every day that the violation continues, may
be adjudged. [PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).
§159. Agricultural Complaint Response Fund

There is established the nonlapsing Agricultural Complaint Response Fund. The commissioner may
accept from any source funds designated to be placed in the fund. The commissioner may authorize
expenses from the fund as necessary to investigate complaints involving a farm, farm operation or
agricultural composting operation and to abate conditions potentially resulting from farms, farm
operations or agricultural composting operations. [PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).
§160. Educational outreach

The commissioner shall conduct an educational outreach program for the agricultural community
to increase awareness of the provisions of this chapter and the best management practices of the
department. The commissioner shall inform the public about the provisions of this chapter, the
complaint resolution process adopted by the department and state policy with respect to preservation
and protection of agricultural and natural resources. [PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).
§161. Rules

The commissioner shall adopt rules in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act to
interpret and implement this chapter. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules
as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. [PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 649, §3 (NEW).

§162. Maine Farm Agricultural Resource Management and Sustainability recognition program
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The commissioner shall establish a process for designating Maine Farm Agricultural Resource
Management and Sustainability recipients according to this section. This designation provides farmers
an opportunity to recognize their commitment to sustainable agricultural practices and long-term
resource management and to increase public awareness of agricultural producer commitment to best
management practices. [PL 2017, c. 160, §1 (AMD).]

1. Application. An applicant for designation as a Maine Farm Agricultural Resource Management
and Sustainability recipient shall submit a completed application for verification in accordance with
subsection 3 to the department. The department shall develop an application and make it available
through the offices of the soil and water conservation districts and private organizations and public
agencies that support or represent farmers in the State.

[PL 2017, c. 160, §1 (AMD).]

2. Eligibility. A farm is eligible for designation under this section if it engages in the management
of cropland or the production of livestock, specialty crops or value-added products and meets the
criteria established by the commissioner as follows:

A. The farm consists of land classified as prime farmland, land of statewide or local importance or
unique farmland by the Natural Resources Conservation Service within the United States
Department of Agriculture. In counties where land of local importance has not been identified, land
that is actively farmed may be eligible as provided in rules adopted under subsection 4; [PL 2009,
c. 356, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

B. The farm is engaged in the commercial production of agricultural products; or [PL 2017, c.
160, §1 (AMD).]

C. The farm complies with additional criteria established in rules adopted under subsection 4. [PL
2017, c. 160, §1 (AMD).]

A farm that is farmed under a lease may be designated as long as the landowner and the lessee sign the
application.
[PL 2017, c. 160, §1 (AMD).]

3. Verification of eligibility. An applicant for designation as a Maine Farm Agricultural Resource
Management and Sustainability recipient shall submit a completed application form together with
support materials as required in rules adopted under subsection 4 to the department for verification of
eligibility.

[PL 2017, c. 160, §1 (AMD).]

4. Rules. The commissioner may adopt rules to further define the verification process under
subsection 3 and establish additional eligibility criteria as needed for designation of Maine Farm
Agricultural Resource Management and Sustainability recipients. The commissioner may provide signs
or certificates or develop other means of recognizing a farm that has attained designation as a Maine
Farm Agricultural Resource Management and Sustainability recipient. Rules adopted under this

subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[PL 2017, c. 160, §1 (AMD).]

5. Fee. The commissioner may charge fees as necessary for the administration of this section.
[PL 2017, c. 160, §1 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2009, c. 356, Pt. A, §1 (NEW). PL 2011, c. 682, §38 (REV). PL 2017, c. 160, §1 (AMD).
§163. Pilot program for establishing agricultural districts and agriculture enhancement groups

The commissioner may establish a pilot program to examine the effectiveness of agricultural
districts in keeping farmland in agricultural production and enhancing the profitability of farming. For
the purposes of this section, "pilot program" means an agricultural districts program that allows farmers
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to propose that the department designate their farmland as an agricultural district where commercial
agriculture is encouraged and farmland protected through collaborative efforts at the state and local
level. [PL 2009, c. 356, Pt. A, §2 (NEW).]

1. Eligibility criteria for agricultural districts. In order to be eligible to participate in the pilot
program, farms must form agricultural districts. An agricultural district must be composed of 3 or more
farms that are located in geographic proximity to each other, produce similar types of agricultural
products or share common marketing interests. The commissioner shall review eligibility criteria for
participants in agricultural districts in other states and may develop additional criteria for participation

with the pilot program, including, but not limited to, minimum acreage and farm income thresholds.
[PL 2009, c. 356, Pt. A, §2 (NEW).]

2. Benefits. The commissioner shall review benefits accruing to participants in agricultural
districts in other states. Prior to initiating the pilot program, the commissioner shall develop a
description of potential benefits accruing to participants in a pilot program. Potential benefits may
include, but are not limited to, scoring bonuses for competitive grants, loans or business assistance
programs and for project proposals screened for submission to the Land for Maine's Future Trust Fund
under Title 5, section 6203-D or the Conservation and Recreation Fund under Title 5, section 6203-E.
The commissioner shall consult with other agencies administering programs affected by the proposed
benefits.

[PL 2023, c. 284, §19 (AMD).]

3. Selection of regions. The commissioner shall distribute a description of the purpose and
potential benefits of forming an agricultural district. Distribution may be through public agencies and
private organizations that have regular contact with farmers in the State. The description must be posted
on the department's publicly accessible website. The description notice must include information on
how to contact the department to express interest in learning more about or participating in an
agricultural district.

Based on the response to the initial solicitation, the commissioner may designate one or more districts.
Prior to making a selection, the commissioner shall communicate with local or regional planning
commissions and state, local or regional land trusts to ascertain their willingness to participate in efforts
to protect farmland in the proposed districts.

If more than one district is designated for the pilot program, the commissioner shall strive to select
districts in different parts of the State or different sectors of the State's agricultural economy.
[PL 2009, c. 356, Pt. A, §2 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2009, c. 356, Pt. A, §2 (NEW). PL 2023, c. 284, §19 (AMD).
§164. Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Program

1. Program established; administration. The Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection
Program, referred to in this section as "the program," is established to provide protection to strategically
significant working farmland properties as defined in Title 5, section 6201, subsection 4-A whose
continued availability to commercial agricultural businesses is essential to the long-term future of the
economic sector. The department shall administer the program either directly or by contract with a
suitable organization.

[PL 2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

2. Review panel. The department shall establish a review panel to advise the commissioner in the
operation of the program, including, but not limited to, evaluating applications and recommending to
the department applicants for participation in the program.

[PL 2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]
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3. Selection criteria. The selection criteria with which to evaluate applications for protection of

working farmland property under the program must include, but are not limited to:

[PL

and
and
[PL

A. The interest of the owner of the working farmland property to make the farmland available via
lease or transfer the protected property to another farmer or other farmers to advance the
department's goal of preserving and increasing access to farmland for new and growing farms; [PL
2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

B. The threat of conversion of the working farmland property such that it would become
unavailable for commercial production of agricultural products; [PL 2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

C. The percentage of soils classified by the United States Department of Agriculture as prime
farmland, unique farmland, farmland of statewide importance and farmland of local importance;

[PL 2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

D. The agricultural structures and improvements associated with the working farmland property;
[PL 2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

E. The economic viability of the working farmland property in terms of current and potential future
commercial agricultural activities in local, regional and statewide markets; connection of the
working farmland property to agricultural services including processors, aggregators and
distributors; and number of on-farm jobs supported by the working farmland property; [PL 2021,
c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

F. The proximity of other working farmland properties in the town or region; [PL 2021, c. 135,
§5 (NEW).]

G. The degree of community support for the proposed protection of the working farmland property;
[PL 2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

H. The multiple natural resources values associated with the working farmland property, including
open space land, forested land and wetlands; riparian buffers; wildlife habitat; and freshwater
aquifers; and [PL 2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

I. Whether the applicant is from or serving an underserved or underprivileged community as
defined by the department by rule. Rules adopted under this paragraph are routine technical rules
pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. [PL 2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

4. Grant agreements. The commissioner shall enter into grant agreements with state agencies
cooperating entities for the purpose of receiving grants from the Maine Working Farmland Access
Protection Fund under Title 5, section 6203-C.

2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2021, c. 135, §5 (NEW).

§17

ina

CHAPTER 6-A
MANAGEMENT OF MOSQUITOES

1. Management of mosquitoes for protection of public health; state policy

It is the policy of the State to work to find and implement ways to prevent mosquito-borne diseases
manner that minimizes risks to humans and the environment. The State, led by the department and

the Department of Health and Human Services pursuant to this chapter and Title 22, chapter 257-B,
respectively, shall monitor mosquito-borne diseases and shall base mosquito management methods,
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including potential pesticide use, on an evaluation of the most current risk assessments. On a continuing
basis, the State shall research and evaluate means of reducing disease-carrying mosquitoes without the
use of pesticides. When the Department of Health and Human Services determines that the disease risk
is high and public education efforts are insufficient to adequately prevent mosquito-borne diseases in
the State, the Department of Health and Human Services may declare a mosquito-borne disease public
health threat pursuant to Title 22, chapter 257-B and the State may undertake emergency activities to
reduce disease-carrying mosquito populations that threaten the health of residents of this State. The
State in undertaking emergency activities shall use a combination of the lowest risk, most effective
integrated pest management techniques and science-based technology and shall consult with officials
from affected municipalities in determining the most appropriate combination of response strategies.
[PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).
§172. Department lead agency; powers of commissioner

1. Lead agency. The department is the lead agency of the State for carrying out mosquito
management activities as described in this chapter.

[PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

2. Management methods. The commissioner may use appropriate methods for the management
of mosquitoes and the prevention of their breeding in a manner consistent with section 171, including,
but not limited to, conducting or contracting for mosquito management activities and purchasing
equipment necessary for the purposes of carrying out this chapter.

[PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).
§173. Duties of commissioner

1. Study; plan; arrange cooperation. When sufficient money for such purposes is available in
the fund, the commissioner, in cooperation with appropriate personnel from the Department of Health
and Human Services, shall:

A. Consider and study mosquito management problems, including mosquito surveillance; [PL
2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

B. Identify means of managing disease-carrying mosquitoes in a manner that minimizes pesticide
use; [PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

C. Coordinate plans for mosquito management work that may be conducted by private landowners,
groups, organizations, municipalities, counties and mosquito management districts formed
pursuant to section 175; and [PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

D. Arrange, to the extent practicable, cooperation among state departments and with federal
agencies in conducting mosquito management operations within the State. [PL 2013, c. 548, §1
(NEW).]

[PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

2. Consultation. The commissioner shall consult with the University of Maine Cooperative
Extension and private sector experts and municipalities in developing plans and procedures for
implementing this chapter.

[PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

3. Assist with disseminating information. When sufficient money for such purposes is available
in the fund, the commissioner, in cooperation with appropriate personnel from the Department of Health
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and Human Services and experts from the University of Maine Cooperative Extension, shall assist
private landowners, groups, organizations, municipalities, counties and mosquito management districts
formed pursuant to section 175 to disseminate information to the residents of the State about ways to
reduce mosquito populations, to eliminate mosquito breeding sites and to protect themselves from
mosquito-borne diseases as well as other relevant information.

[PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

4. Implement mosquito management response. When a mosquito-borne disease public health
threat is declared by the Commissioner of Health and Human Services pursuant to Title 22, section
1447, the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall implement an effective
management response consistent with section 171. The management response must include
combinations of integrated pest management techniques. The Commissioner of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry shall consider the availability of funds in the fund in planning the response.
[PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).
§174. Maine Mosquito Management Fund

The Maine Mosquito Management Fund, referred to in this chapter as "the fund," is established to
carry out the purposes of this chapter. The fund consists of any money received as contributions, grants
or appropriations from private and public sources. The fund, to be accounted for within the department,
must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts. Any balance remaining in
the fund at the end of a fiscal year does not lapse but must be carried forward to the next fiscal year.
The department may expend the money available in the fund and make grants to private landowners,
groups, organizations, agencies, municipalities, counties, the University of Maine Cooperative
Extension and mosquito management districts formed pursuant to section 175 to carry out the purposes
of this chapter. [PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).
§175. Mosquito management districts

For the purposes of preserving and promoting the public health and welfare by providing for
coordinated and effective management of mosquitoes, municipalities may cooperate with each other
through the creation of mosquito management districts. [PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).
§176. Rules

The commissioner may adopt rules to carry out the purposes of this chapter. Rules adopted pursuant

to this section are major substantive rules as described in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. [PL
2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2013, c. 548, §1 (NEW).

CHAPTER 7

EXTENSION WORK WITH STATE UNIVERSITY
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§191. Purpose

In order to aid in diffusing among the people of this State useful and practical information on
subjects relating to agriculture and natural resources, youth development, and home economics and
community life and to encourage the application of the same, there may be inaugurated in each of the
several counties of the State extension work which shall be carried on in cooperation with the Trustees
of the University of Maine System and the University of Maine. [PL 1985, c. 779, §26 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1985, c. 283, §1 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 779, §26 (AMD).
§192. Demonstrations and information

Cooperative extension work shall consist of the giving of practical demonstrations in agriculture
and natural resources, youth development, and home economics and community life and imparting
information on those subjects through field demonstrations, publications and otherwise. This work shall
be carried on in each county in such manner as may be mutually agreed upon by the executive
committee of the county extension association provided for in section 193, and the trustees of the
University of Maine System, the University of Maine, or their duly appointed representatives. [PL
1985, c. 779, §27 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1985, c. 283, §2 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 779, §27 (AMD).
§193. County extension associations

For the purpose of carrying out this chapter, there may be created in each county or combination
of 2 counties within the State an organization to be known as a "county extension association," and its
services available to all residents of a county. Such county extension association shall have adopted a
constitution and set of bylaws acceptable to the University of Maine and they shall be recognized as
the official body within that county or counties for carrying on extension work in agriculture and natural
resources, youth development, and home economics and community life within that county or counties
in cooperation with the University of Maine. The county extension is viewed as a unique and important
educational program of county government. The county extension association may make such
regulations and bylaws for its government and the carrying on of its work as are not inconsistent with
that chapter, provided that one such organization shall be formed in each county. [PL 1985, c. 779,
§28 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1985, c. 283, §3 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 779, §28 (AMD).
§194. Budget and taxes

The executive committee of each county extension association shall prepare an annual budget as
requested, showing in detail its estimate of the amount of money to be expended under this chapter
within the county or counties for the fiscal year, shall submit the same to a vote of the association at
the regular annual meeting and, if the budget is approved by a majority vote of the members of the
association present at such meeting, the executive committee shall submit the same to the board of
county commissioners on a date requested by the county commissioners, and the county commissioners
may, if they deem it justifiable, adopt an appropriate budget for the county extension program and levy
a tax therefor. The amount thus raised by direct taxation within any county or combination of counties
for the purposes of this chapter shall be used for the salaries of clerks, provision of office space,
supplies, equipment, postage, telephone, a contribution toward the salaries of county agents and such
other expenses as necessary to maintain an effective county extension program. Whenever the
inhabitants of 2 counties shall unite for organization in one association, the executive committee shall
present its budget to the county commissioners of both counties. The county commissioners of those
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counties shall meet jointly to consider and adopt a budget for each county. The amount and proportion
of the budget shall be shared in a manner determined by mutual agreement at a joint meeting of the
county commissioners. [PL 1985, c. 283, §4 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1985, c. 283, §4 (AMD).
§195. Annual reports

A county extension association shall annually present to the University of Maine and the county
commissioners its plan of extension work for the ensuing year and a full detailed report of its extension
activities for the preceding fiscal year, including a detailed report of its receipts and expenditures from
all sources. The financial report of a county extension association must be on forms prescribed by the
University of Maine and the county commissioners. [PL 2005, c. 512, §3 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1985, c. 283, §5 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 779, §29 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 512, §3 (AMD).
§196. Building associations authorized

The county commissioners of a county or combination of 2 counties in which there is a county
extension association may form a county extension building association pursuant to this section and
Title 13, chapter 81. In addition to the powers and authority granted and duties and limitations imposed
under Title 13, chapter 81, the county extension building association has all the powers and authority
granted under this section and is subject to all the duties and limitations imposed under this section,
except that, in the case of any conflict between this section and Title 13, chapter 81, this section
controls. A county extension building association is a political subdivision of the State and a constituted
authority for purposes of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986, Section 103. [PL 2001, c.
594, §1 (NEW).]

1. Purpose. The purpose of a county extension building association is to acquire, by purchase,
lease or otherwise, buildings and other real and personal property to be used by a county extension

association in carrying out its public purposes under this chapter.
[PL 2001, c. 594, §1 (NEW).]

2. Directors. The county commissioners of the county or counties forming the county extension
building association shall determine the method of choosing the building association's directors. A
majority of the directors of a county extension building association must be appointed by the county
commissioners of the county or counties comprising the affiliated county extension association.

[PL 2001, c. 594, §1 (NEW).]

3. Borrowing. In order to carry out its purpose, a county extension building association by a vote
of the directors may borrow money on behalf of the county or of either or both of the counties
comprising the affiliated county extension association by the issuance of bonds or notes and grant
mortgages and security interest in the county extension building association's property to secure the
obligations. All bonds or notes must be for a term not to exceed 30 years and contain such terms and
conditions as the directors of the county extension building association determine. The bonds or notes
may not be an obligation of or pledge the faith and credit of the State or any county or political
subdivision other than the county extension building association. Bonds or notes may be issued by the
county extension building association under this section without obtaining the consent of any
commission, board, bureau or agency of the State or of the county or counties comprising the affiliated
county extension association and without any other proceeding or conditions than those proceedings or
conditions that are specifically required by this section.

[PL 2001, c. 594, §1 (NEW).]

1022023 Title 7. AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS | 55



MRS Title 7. AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

4. Limitations; dissolution. No part of the net earnings of a county extension building association
may inure to the benefit of any member, director or officer of the county extension building association
or any private individual, except that reasonable compensation may be paid for services rendered, and
a member, director or officer of a county extension building association or any private individual is not
entitled to share in the distribution of any of the corporate assets on dissolution of the county extension
building association. On the dissolution of a county extension building association or on the
termination of its activities, the assets of the county extension building association remaining after the
payment of its liabilities must be distributed to the county in which the county extension building
association is housed.

[PL 2001, c. 594, §1 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2001, c. 594, §1 (NEW).
§197. Meat processing workforce development and education

The University of Maine within available funding shall provide cooperative extension education
regarding meat and poultry processing, including quality control training and hazard analysis and
critical control point training and plan development for meat and poultry processors. [RR 2023, c. 1,
Pt. A, §4 (COR).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2023, c. 473, §1 (NEW). RR 2023, c. 1, Pt. A, §4 (COR).

CHAPTER 8
PURCHASE OF FOODSTUFFS FROM MAINE CONCERNS
(REPEALED)

§201. Statement of policy

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1979, c. 448, §1 (NEW). MRSA T. 7 §205 (RP).

§202. Preference for in-state producers

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1979, c. 448, §1 (NEW). MRSA T. 7 §205 (RP).

§203. Administration by Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1979, c. 448, §1 (NEW). PL 1979, c. 731, §19 (AMD). MRSA T. 7 §205 (RP).
§204. Cooperation by State Government organizations

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1979, c. 448, §1 (NEW). PL 1979, c. 731, §19 (AMD). MRSA T. 7 §205 (RP).
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§205. Termination

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1979, c. 448, §1 (NEW). MRSA T. 7 §205 (RP).

CHAPTER 8-A
FOOD AND FOOD POLICY
SUBCHAPTER 1
PURCHASE OF FOODSTUFFS FROM MAINE

§211. Statement of policy

It is the policy of the State to encourage the procurement of Maine foods and food products by state
institutions to increase the viability of Maine farms and food businesses, thus making a positive
contribution to the State's economy and enhancing food self-sufficiency for the State. [PL 2019, c.
677, §1 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 608, §2 (NEW). PL 2019, c. 677, §1 (AMD).
§212. Definitions

1. Brokers or wholesalers.
[PL 2019, c. 677, §2 (RP).]

2. Maine food producer. "Maine food producer" means any person who is a resident farmer,
person who fishes commercially or processor of food grown or harvested in the State, or an association
of resident farmers, persons who fish commercially or food processors in a cooperative or producer

group.
[PL 2019, c. 677, §3 (AMD).]

3. State or school purchaser.
[PL 2019, c. 677, §4 (RP).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 608, §2 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 443, §18 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 20, §002 (AMD). PL
2003, c. 20, §004 (AFF). PL 2019, c. 677, §§2-4 (AMD).

§213. Implementation of state policy to purchase foodstuffs from Maine concerns
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 608, §2 (NEW). PL 2005, c. 382, §C1 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 677, §5 (RP).
§214. Coordination of purchases of foodstuffs from Maine concerns

(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1983, c. 608, §2 (NEW). PL 1985, c. 271, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 700, §A30 (AMD). PL
1991, c. 780, §DDD21 (AMD). PL 2003, c. 689, §B6 (REV). PL 2005, c. 382, §C2 (AMD). PL
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2011, c. 655, Pt. EE, §12 (AMD). PL 2011, c. 655, Pt. EE, §30 (AFF). PL 2019, c. 677, §6
(RP).

§214-A. Maine foods procurement program

In accordance with this section, the commissioner shall establish and promote a Maine foods
procurement program with the goal that, no later than 2025, 20% of all food and food products procured
by state institutions are Maine food or food products. [PL 2019, c. 677, §7 (NEW).]

1. Institutional market development coordinator. The commissioner shall designate an
employee of the department as an institut