MRS Title 4, §805-A. QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADMISSION TO PRACTICE

§805-A. Qualifications for admission to practice

1. Certificate of qualification; admission. Any person who produces a certificate of qualification
from the board recommending that person's admission to the bar may be admitted to practice as an
attorney in the courts of this State on motion in open court. A person may not be denied the opportunity
to qualify for admission because of actual or perceived race, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry or national origin, age or familial status.

[PL 2021, c. 553, §1 (AMD).]

2. Issuance of certificate of qualification. A board of bar examiners shall issue a certificate of
qualification stating that the applicant is a person of good moral character and possesses sufficient
learning in the law to practice as an attorney in the courts of this State to each applicant who:

A. Produces satisfactory evidence of good moral character; [PL 2025, c. 182, §1 (AMD).]

B. Attains the passing grades established by the board on those examinations required by the board;
and [PL 1985, c. 124, §6 (NEW).]

C. [PL 2023, c. 141, §1 (RP)]

D. Establishes that the applicant has satisfied all of the other requirements under the Maine Bar
Admission Rules for the board to issue a certificate of qualification. [PL 2023, c. 141, §2
(NEW).]

[PL 2025, c. 182, §1 (AMD).]

3. Admission within one year of passing bar examination. An applicant for admission by
examination must be admitted to practice within one year from the date that the applicant has been
notified of that applicant's passing of the bar examination. This one-year period may be extended by
successive one-year periods by a Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court on motion for good cause shown
during the period.

[PL 2023, c. 141, §3 (AMD).]

4. Admission within one year of applying for admission on motion. An applicant who is an
attorney admitted to practice law in a state or territory of the United States or the District of Columbia
who meets the requirements for admission on motion under the Maine Bar Admission Rules must be
admitted to practice within one year from the date that the board of bar examiners receives the
applicant's application. This period may be extended by a 6-month period by the board of bar examiners
pursuant to the regulations of the board of bar examiners and then by successive one-year periods by a
Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court on motion for good cause shown during the 6-month period or
any succeeding one-year period.

[PL 2023, c. 141, §4 (NEW).]
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