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§2171. Short title; findings and declaration of purpose -- Article 1

1. Short title. This chapter may be known and cited as "the Nurse Licensure Compact," or "the
compact."

[PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

2. Legislative intent. This compact is the Maine enactment of the Nurse Licensure Compact as
revised by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing. The form, format and text of the compact
have been changed minimally so as to conform to Maine statutory conventions. The changes are
technical in nature, and it is the intent of the Legislature that this Act be interpreted as substantively the
same as the Nurse Licensure Compact that is enacted by other party states.

[PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
3. Findings. The party states find that:

A. The health and safety of the public are affected by the degree of compliance with and the
effectiveness of enforcement activities related to state nurse licensure laws; [PL 2017, c. 258, Pt.
A, §1 (NEW).]

B. Violations of nurse licensure and other laws regulating the practice of nursing may result in
injury or harm to the public; [PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

C. The expanded mobility of nurses and the use of advanced communication technologies as part
of our nation's health care delivery system require greater coordination and cooperation among
states in the areas of nurse licensure and regulation; [PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

D. New practice modalities and technology make compliance with individual state nurse licensure
laws difficult and complex; [PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

E. The system of duplicative licensure for nurses practicing in multiple states is cumbersome and
redundant for both nurses and states; and [PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

F. Uniformity of nurse licensure requirements throughout the states promotes public safety and
public health benefits. [PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

4. Purpose. The general purposes of this compact are to:

A. Facilitate the states' responsibility to protect the public's health and safety; [PL 2017, c. 258,
Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

B. Ensure and encourage the cooperation of party states in the areas of nurse licensure and
regulation; [PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

C. Facilitate the exchange of information between party states in the areas of nurse regulation,
investigation and adverse actions; [PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

D. Promote compliance with the laws governing the practice of nursing in each jurisdiction; [PL
2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

E. Invest all party states with the authority to hold a nurse accountable for meeting all state practice
laws in the state in which the patient is located at the time care is rendered through the mutual
recognition of party state licenses; [PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

F. Decrease redundancies in the consideration and issuance of nurse licenses; and [PL 2017, c.
258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

G. Provide opportunities for interstate practice by nurses who meet uniform licensure
requirements. [PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
[PL 2017, c. 258, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include
the following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects
changes made through the First Regular and Frist Special Session of the 13 1st Maine Legislature and is current through November
1, 2023. The text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State.
Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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