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§311.  Rules governing
A biennial municipal caucus may be held by any political party for the purpose of electing delegates 

to a state convention and for any other business governed by the following provisions.  [PL 2005, c. 
387, §3 (AMD).]

1.  Call.  The caucus may be called by the chair or a majority of the members of the municipal 
committee of a political party.  If the municipal committee fails to call a caucus, the county committee 
may call the caucus.  At the request of that committee municipal officers shall provide available space 
in a public building for a caucus.  The municipality may charge a rental fee or janitorial service fee for 
the available space.  A municipality may hold its caucus outside the municipality if several 
municipalities elect to meet on a consolidated basis or if the committee calling the caucus determines 
that a facility outside the municipality is more suitable.
[PL 2017, c. 248, §4 (AMD).]

2.  Time.  A biennial municipal caucus of any party must be held during the general election year 
before March 20th.
[PL 2005, c. 387, §3 (AMD).]

3.  Notice.  The secretary of the committee shall have a notice of the caucus published in a 
newspaper having general circulation in the municipality at least 3 and not more than 7 days before it 
is to be held, or shall post a notice in a conspicuous, public place in each voting district in the 
municipality at least 7 days before the caucus.  The notice must contain the name of the party, the time 
and place of the caucus and the name of the person calling it.

A.  If the notice is not published as required by this subsection, the caucus is void if challenged by 
any voter eligible to participate in the caucus who was prejudiced by the failure to publish notice.  
[PL 2005, c. 387, §3 (AMD).]
B.  The secretary of the committee shall file a copy of the notice with the clerk who shall record it.  
[PL 2005, c. 387, §3 (AMD).]

[PL 2005, c. 387, §3 (AMD).]
4.  Procedure.  The chair of the municipal committee shall open the caucus.  In the chair's absence, 

the secretary or any resident voter enrolled in the party may open the caucus.  The caucus shall elect a 
secretary and a chair in that order.  The chair of the caucus shall then preside over the caucus and the 
secretary shall record the proceeding of the caucus.  The caucus shall determine its own parliamentary 
procedure.
[PL 2005, c. 387, §3 (AMD).]

5.  If no municipal committee.  If there is no municipal committee, any resident voter enrolled in 
the party may call a special caucus for the purpose of electing the committee following the notice 
procedure of subsection 3.
[PL 2005, c. 387, §3 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1985, c. 161, §6 (NEW). PL 1997, c. 436, §45 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 310, §17 (AMD). PL 
2005, c. 387, §3 (AMD). PL 2017, c. 248, §4 (AMD). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 130th Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2022. The 



MRS Title 21-A, §311. RULES GOVERNING

2  | §311. Rules governing Generated 
09.28.2022

text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


