
MRS Title 17-A, §511. VIOLATION OF PRIVACY

Generated 
09.28.2022 §511. Violation of privacy |  1

§511.  Violation of privacy
1.   A person is guilty of violation of privacy if, except in the execution of a public duty or as 

authorized by law, that person intentionally:
A.  Commits a civil trespass on property with the intent to overhear or observe any person in a 
private place;  [PL 1997, c. 467, §1 (AMD).]
B.  Installs or uses in a private place without the consent of the person or persons entitled to privacy 
in that place, any device for observing, photographing, recording, amplifying or broadcasting 
sounds or events in that place;  [PL 1997, c. 467, §1 (AMD).]
C.  Installs or uses outside a private place without the consent of the person or persons entitled to 
privacy therein any device for observing, photographing, hearing, recording, amplifying or 
broadcasting images or sounds originating in that place that would not ordinarily be visible, audible 
or comprehensible outside that place; or  [PL 2021, c. 373, §1 (AMD).]
D.  Engages in visual surveillance in a public place by means of mechanical or electronic equipment 
with the intent to observe or photograph, or record, amplify or broadcast an image of any portion 
of the body of another person present in that place when that portion of the body is in fact concealed 
from public view under clothing and a reasonable person would expect it to be safe from 
surveillance.  [PL 1997, c. 467, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2021, c. 373, §1 (AMD).]
1-A.   It is a defense to a prosecution under subsection 1, paragraph D that the person subject to 

surveillance had in fact attained 14 years of age and had consented to the visual surveillance.
[PL 1997, c. 467, §2 (NEW).]

2.   As used in this section, "private place" means a place where one may reasonably expect to be 
safe from surveillance, including, but not limited to, changing or dressing rooms, bathrooms and similar 
places.
[PL 2007, c. 688, §2 (AMD).]

3.   Violation of privacy is a Class D crime.
[PL 1975, c. 499, §1 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1975, c. 499, §1 (NEW). PL 1997, c. 467, §§1,2 (AMD). PL 1999, c. 116, §1 (AMD). PL 
2007, c. 688, §2 (AMD). PL 2021, c. 373, §1 (AMD). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 130th Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2022. The 
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


