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§19-A.  Election to charge Class E crime as civil violation
(CONTAINS TEXT WITH VARYING EFFECTIVE DATES)
(WHOLE SECTION TEXT EFFECTIVE 1/01/26)
1.   For purposes of this section, "eligible Class E crime" means any Class E crime, except a Class E crime:
A.  In Title 21‑A; or  [PL 2025, c. 496, §1 (NEW); PL 2025, c. 496, §3 (AFF).]
B.  For which the defendant, if convicted, would be eligible for probation or subject to a mandatory driver's license suspension.  [PL 2025, c. 496, §1 (NEW); PL 2025, c. 496, §3 (AFF).]
[PL 2025, c. 496, §1 (NEW); PL 2025, c. 496, §3 (AFF).]
2.   The attorney for the State may elect to charge a defendant alleged to have committed an eligible Class E crime with a civil violation instead of the eligible Class E crime unless the defendant was arrested and objects to the substitution of a civil violation charge. In deciding whether to make this election, the attorney for the State shall consider the severity of the defendant's conduct, the impact of the conduct on the victim, any prior convictions or adjudications entered against the defendant and any other factor relevant to whether a criminal or civil sanction will best accomplish the purposes of the general sentencing provisions in that particular case.
[PL 2025, c. 496, §1 (NEW); PL 2025, c. 496, §3 (AFF).]
3.   The determination by the attorney for the State under this section is not subject to judicial review.  For a person who is charged with and adjudicated as having committed a civil violation under this section, a penalty of not more than $1,000 may be adjudged. The court shall inform the Secretary of State of any Class E crime under Title 29‑A, including the relevant statutory section, that was reduced to a civil violation when a person is adjudicated of a civil violation under this section.
[PL 2025, c. 496, §1 (NEW); PL 2025, c. 496, §3 (AFF).]
4.   If the attorney for the State elects to charge a defendant with a civil violation instead of a Class E crime under Title 29‑A and the defendant is adjudicated as having committed the civil violation, the court shall include in the abstract transmitted pursuant to Title 29‑A, section 2607 information on the Class E crime, including the statutory citation, that the attorney for the State elected not to charge.
[PL 2025, c. 496, §1 (NEW); PL 2025, c. 496, §3 (AFF).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2025, c. 496, §1 (NEW). PL 2025, c. 496, §3 (AFF). 
The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes made through the First Special Session of the 132nd Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2026
                    . The text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
                
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve the State's copyright rights.
PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
	  |
	§19-A. Election to charge Class E crime as civil violation
	Generated 01.05.2026


	
                                            Generated 01.05.2026
	§19-A. Election to charge Class E crime as civil violation
	|  


image1.png




image.bmp
%M&@W




