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From: Joseph C. Brannigan, Senate Chair
Anne C. Perry, House Chair
Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

Re:  Recommendations on LD 45, An Act to Make Supplemental Appropriations and
Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government and to Change Certain Provisions
of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Year
Ending June 30, 2009

The Health and Human Services Committee is pleased to provide their report on the
supplemental budget bill, LD 45, and the change package to LD 45. Attached are two staff
spreadsheets that detail the votes of the committee on the original bill and the change package
We will submit the completed OFPR report forms later today.

The Health and Human Services Committee has tabled 2 General Fund items related to monthly
payments to nursing and residential care facilities to await the results of a meeting between -
officials from the Department of Health and Human Services and representatives of nursing and
residential care facilities. This meeting has been delayed due to the need for detailed financial
information that is not yet available. The tabled items are HHS items 89 and 100 and their
corresponding federal funds items 90 and 101.



Two General Fund items related to MaineCare reimbursement to critical access hospitals and
hospital-based physician practices have been tabled and referred to a joint subcommittee of 3
members of the Appropriations Committee and 3 members of the Health and Human Services
Committee. The subcommittee met all afternoon yesterday and will meet again today. We await
the recommendations of the subcommittee. The tabled items are HHS items 85 and 87 and their
corresponding federal funds items 86 and 88. We have delayed making decisions on these items
since they have the potential to significantly impact access to acute care, specialty care and
primary health care services across the entire state.

Health and Human Services Committee members asked that we mention in this letter a number
of issues. Please note that on HHS item 7, the proposed cut of $62,029 in contracted services in
Mental Health-Community account for adult mental health services, the committee voted in
favor of a cut of $52,029. The committee voted to restore $10,000 to NAMI and to direct the
Department of Health and Human Services to fund the additional $10,000 from their budget.
With regard to efficiencies that might be achieved in DHHS accounts, members suggested
considering combining warm line and hot line services and increasing coordination among
providers of social services.

We expect to report in the near future on the proposals to reimburse nursing and residential care
facilities on a monthly basis and on the proposals on MaineCare reimbursement to critical access
hospitals and hospital-based physician practices.

Thank you for your consideration.

c: Members, Health and Human Services Comfnittee
Commissioner Brenda Harvey
Christopher Nolan, OFPR
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