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June 19, 2001

69th Legislative Day

LEGISLATIVE RECORD - HOUSE, June 19, 2001


ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION

69th Legislative Day

Tuesday, June 19, 2001


The House met according to adjournment and was called to order by the Speaker.


Prayer by Most Reverend Joseph J. Gerry, Bishop, Catholic Diocese of Portland.


Pledge of Allegiance.


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.

_________________________________

COMMUNICATIONS


The Following Communication:  (H.C. 306)
STATE OF MAINE 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

June 18, 2001

Honorable Michael H. Michaud, President of the Senate

Honorable Michael V. Saxl, Speaker of the House

120th Maine Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Michaud and Speaker Saxl:

Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 39
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount of $9,000,000 to Purchase School Buses for Public Schools 

L.D. 342
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount of $10,000,000 to Make Maine Courts Compliant with the Federal American With Disabilities Act of 1990 

L.D. 1166
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount of $15,000,000 to Fund a Cost Sharing Program for the Construction of Parking Garages in Regional Service Center Communities 

L.D. 1138
An Act to Enable Low-income and Moderate-income Families to Conserve Energy in their Homes

L.D. 1319
An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount of $28,000,000 to Provide Funds for Public School Renovations 

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Jill M. Goldthwait

Senate Chair

S/Rep. Randall L. Berry

House Chair


READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________


The Following Communication:  (S.C. 368)

SENATE OF MAINE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

3 STATE HOUSE STATION

AUGUSTA, ME 04333-0003

June 18, 2001

The Honorable Michael V. Saxl

Speaker of the House

2 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333

Dear Speaker Saxl:

In accordance with Joint Rule 506, please be advised that the Senate today confirmed upon the recommendation of the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government the nominations of John C. Cooney of Brunswick, for appointment to the Workers' Compensation Board; Gary M. Koocher of Portland, for appointment to the Workers' Compensation Board; and Anthony Monfiletto of Yarmouth, for reappointment to the Workers' Compensation Board.

Upon the recommendation of the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, the nominations of Howard C. Reiche of Falmouth, for appointment to the School Board of the Governor Baxter School for the Deaf and Susan Blethen of Falmouth, for reappointment to the School Board of the Governor Baxter School for the Deaf.

Sincerely,

S/Joy J. O’Brien

Secretary of the Senate


READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________

ORDERS


On motion of Representative ETNIER of Harpswell, the following Joint Resolution:  (H.P. 1380) (Under suspension of the rules, cosponsored by Senator GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock and Representatives: BAGLEY of Machias, BAKER of Bangor, BERRY of Livermore, BOUFFARD of Lewiston, BRANNIGAN of Portland, BULL of Freeport, CANAVAN of Waterville, CHIZMAR of Lisbon, COTE of Lewiston, COWGER of Hallowell, DUDLEY of Portland, DUGAY of Cherryfield, DUNLAP of Old Town, ESTES of Kittery, FULLER of Manchester, GREEN of Monmouth, JACOBS of Turner, JONES of Greenville, KOFFMAN of Bar Harbor, LaVERDIERE of Wilton, LEMOINE of Old Orchard Beach, LUNDEEN of Mars Hill, MAILHOT of Lewiston, MARLEY of Portland, MAYO of Bath, McDONOUGH of Portland, McGOWAN of Pittsfield, McLAUGHLIN of Cape Elizabeth, McNEIL of Rockland, MICHAUD of Fort Kent, PATRICK of Rumford, POVICH of Ellsworth, QUINT of Portland, SAVAGE of Buxton, Speaker SAXL of Portland, SIMPSON of Auburn, SKOGLUND of St. George, STANLEY of Medway, TESSIER of Fairfield, TWOMEY of Biddeford, VOLENIK of Brooklin, Senators: ABROMSON of Cumberland, President Pro Tem BENNETT of Oxford, BROMLEY of Cumberland, DOUGLASS of Androscoggin, EDMONDS of Cumberland, KILKELLY of Lincoln, LaFOUNTAIN of York, LEMONT of York, LONGLEY of Waldo, MARTIN of Aroostook, President MICHAUD of Penobscot, MILLS of Somerset, NUTTING of Androscoggin, RAND of Cumberland, SMALL of Sagadahoc) (Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 214)

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF COMMERCE AND THE UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR NOT TO DRILL FOR OIL OR NATURAL GAS ON GEORGES BANK


WE, your Memorialists, the Members of the One Hundred and Twentieth Legislature of the State of Maine now assembled in the First Regular Session, most respectfully present and petition the President of the United States, the United States Secretary of Commerce and the United States Secretary of the Interior, as follows:


WHEREAS, the area off the coast of New England between Cape Cod and Nova Scotia, known as Georges Bank, is one of the best fishing locations in the world, with bountiful populations of lobster and fish, and supports a fishing industry integral to the economies and lifestyles within the United States, Canada and other nations; and


WHEREAS, for over 20 years the United States Government has banned drilling for oil and natural gas on Georges Bank and the fishing industries, private enterprises, environmentalists and the government have long cooperated to preserve the natural abundance of that area; and


WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States has approved one-year moratoriums on drilling since 1982 and former President George Bush and former President William Clinton each issued administrative orders to prohibit coastal drilling until at least 2012; and


WHEREAS, it has recently been suggested that the ban on drilling on Georges Bank be reconsidered in order to find potential oil and gas deposits; and


WHEREAS, lifting this ban has been opposed by Maine's entire congressional delegation as well as all 5 of New England's Republican United States Senators, scientists, environmentalists and the business and tourist communities; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED:  That We, your Memorialists, respectfully urge and request that the President of the United States, the United States Secretary of Commerce and the United States Secretary of the Interior support the current ban on drilling on Georges Bank, as did the President's predecessors, and listen to the people of the area who do not want drilling to occur and who wish to not risk any damage to the most vital fishing bank in the world; and be it further


RESOLVED:  That suitable copies of this resolution, duly authenticated by the Secretary of State, be transmitted to the Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United States, the United States Secretary of Commerce and the United States Secretary of the Interior and to each Member of the Maine Congressional Delegation and the Governor of the State of Maine.


READ.


Representative KASPRZAK of Newport REQUESTED a roll call on ADOPTION.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Newport, Representative Kasprzak.


Representative KASPRZAK:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I just wanted to be on record to say that I disagree.  I disagree.  I disagree ever so strongly with this Joint Order and I won't personally be responsible for leaving Mainers without sufficient energy.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Harpswell, Representative Etnier.


Representative ETNIER:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I want to be on record in support of people of the State of Maine, those who make their living not only in the State of Maine, but also in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Virginia, Carolina and other states along the eastern seaboard.  I want to be on record with support of our Congressional Delegation, our Senators and all the Senators in the northeast.  I want to support all those that are making their living from the fishing industries and who have made tremendous sacrifices over the past number of decades to bring back the ground fish stock on the Georges Bank, one of the most productive fishing grounds in the entire world.  I have fished there myself on a commercial sword fishing venture, fishing vessels of years ago.  It is a truly unique body of water.  I urge your strong support for this.  We need to send a strong message to our friends in Washington that we support the industry, the fishing industry, and want reasonable measures taken to protect it.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse.


Representative WATERHOUSE:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  All those people that the good people that the Representative from Harpswell mentioned also use energy.  The interesting thing is I think this is the ultimate NIMBY.  We don't want oil refineries.  We don't want nuclear power.  We don't want coal-burning generation.  We don't want trash to energy incinerators.  We don't want hydro dams.  We want to throw the switch for our lights, our TVs, our microwaves and all our electrical gadgets.  Life involves tradeoff and this is a reality check.  I hope you will support the good Representative previously from Newport and vote against this measure.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Rockland, Representative McNeil.


Representative MCNEIL:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I would like to strongly agree with the Representative from Harpswell, Representative Etnier.  I would like to remind everybody that that is where most of the fish and all of the marine resource items that you partake of in the grocery stores and on the roadside come from.  I hope you will support this resolution.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Penobscot, Representative Perkins.


Representative PERKINS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  In spite of the groans and moans of my neighbors here, I am going to say a couple of things about this resolution memorializing Congress, which usually doesn't do much down there.  I was a commercial salmon fisherman in Alaska for years.  I fished often right around the oil rigs and they seemed to go along pretty well together up there and everybody uses energy and salmon up there, even the huge Exxon Valdese spill, which a lot of people thought was the end of the whole bay there, Prince William Sound.  That cleared up way faster than anybody thought.  Think it over.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Old Orchard Beach, Representative Lemoine.


Representative LEMOINE:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Since men first began crossing the Atlantic in sailing vessels, they have been coming to the Georges Banks.  It is one of the world's most productive fisheries.  It is a sustainability, which has proven itself  generations after generations.  It is at risk if we proceed with this proposal to drill for natural gas and oil in that pristine area.  It is at risk for which we may never see a recovery.  We would do that for a very short-term energy gain for the national consumption.  If we are doing tradeoffs, which the good Representative from Bridgton pointed out, there are some that are not worthwhile.  This is not worthwhile.  I urge every member of this body to vote for a sound environmental policy, for a sound commercial policy, for a sound public policy and that is to leave the Georges Banks alone.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Old Town, Representative Dunlap.


Representative DUNLAP:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I also rise in support of the pending motion.  As my good friend from Bridgton has pointed out, nobody is opposed to cheap power.  However, I would point out to my colleague that refrigerators run much more efficiently when they are filled with food.  I think that looking at the food source that comes off the Georges Bank, there is none better in the world for what it provides us.  I really believe that it is important to support the 

remarks of my friend from Harpswell in the amount of jobs that come off the Georges Bank.  Let's keep the revenues and the incomes in the Gulf of Maine area and not send them to Texas.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Hampden, Representative Duprey.


Representative DUPREY:  Mr. Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative DUPREY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  To anybody who can answer, if they were to drill in this area, would Maine realize any tax profits?  Yesterday we heard during the budget debate that Maine is a poor state because we don't get any gas or oil or tax revenues.  If we were to drill, would we get tax revenues or would we not because this is international waters?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Hampden, Representative Duprey has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Harpswell, Representative Etnier.


Representative ETNIER:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  In response to the good Representative's question, the State of Maine would receive no tax revenues from exploration or drilling on that site.  The Georges Bank is in international waters.  It certainly is not in the State of Maine waters.  There might be some benefit to Massachusetts, perhaps, it is the closest land site, but certainly not the State of Maine.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Adoption.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 416

YEA - Andrews, Ash, Bagley, Baker, Belanger, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bouffard, Brannigan, Brooks, Bruno, Bryant, Bull, Bumps, Bunker, Carr, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cowger, Cummings, Davis, Desmond, Dorr, Dugay, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Glynn, Gooley, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Honey, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Laverriere-Boucher, Ledwin, Lemoine, Lessard, Lovett, Lundeen, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Mayo, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, McNeil, Michaud, Mitchell, Murphy E, Murphy T, Muse C, Norbert, Norton, Nutting, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Pineau, Richard, Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Stanley, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tobin D, Tracy, Trahan, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Young, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Annis, Berry DP, Bliss, Bowles, Chase, Clough, Collins, Crabtree, Cressey, Daigle, Duncan, Duprey, Foster, Goodwin, Haskell, Heidrich, Jodrey, Kasprzak, MacDougall, McKenney, Morrison, Nass, Perkins, Pinkham, Rosen, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Smith, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Tobin J, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Weston, Wheeler EM, Winsor.


ABSENT - Buck, Canavan, Cote, Dudley, Labrecque, Madore, Matthews, Mendros, Michael, Muse K, O'Brien JA, Peavey, Perry, Povich, Quint, Richardson, Rines, Watson, Wheeler GJ.


Yes, 95; No, 37; Absent, 19; Excused, 0.


95 having voted in the affirmative and 37 voted in the negative, with 19 being absent, and accordingly the Joint Resolution was ADOPTED.


Sent for concurrence.

_________________________________

SPECIAL SENTIMENT CALENDAR


In accordance with House Rule 519 and Joint Rule 213, the following items:

Recognizing:


Atlantic Regional Federal Credit Union, in Brunswick, for 60 years of service provided to the citizens of the Mid-coast Region.  The credit union was chartered in 1941.  From the credit union's humble beginning, where business was conducted at a kitchen table, it has grown into an institution that now serves over 17,500 members from Freeport to Wiscasset.  Atlantic Regional Federal Credit Union is the largest federally chartered credit union in the State.  "People helping people," has always been its motto and this is a statement of the values that account for the stature the credit union has achieved over the 60 years of conducting business in these communities;

(HLS 581)

Presented by Representative GERZOFSKY of Brunswick.

Cosponsored by Senator EDMONDS of Cumberland, Representative SCHNEIDER of Durham, Representative RICHARDSON of Brunswick.


On OBJECTION of Representative ETNIER of Harpswell, was REMOVED from the Special Sentiment Calendar.


READ and PASSED and sent for concurrence.

_________________________________

In Memory of:


Dr. Edward Martin, of Rumford, a longtime family physician for generations of families in the greater Rumford area, who was known for his commitment to and compassion for his patients.  He was a founder and medical director of the Cozy Inn Nursing Home, now known as the Rumford Community Home.  Dr. Martin was the recipient of numerous awards for his outstanding care of his patients, including the prestigious Health and Safety Advocacy Award from the Maine Labor Group on Health and the University of Vermont Medical Alumni Association's Award of Service to Medicine and the Community.  Dr. Martin was a pilot and an FAA physician offering his service to area pilots.  He was also a history buff and was well known for his knowledge of art and antiques.  Dr. Martin was the founder of the Acadian Society of the area and was its advisor for many years.  As a staunch environmentalist, he championed the effort to eliminate dioxin and toxic waste dumping by the paper industry.   Dr. Martin will be greatly missed by his loving family, many friends and generations of patients;

(HLS 588)

Presented by Representative PATRICK of Rumford.

Cosponsored by Representative BRYANT of Dixfield, Senator FERGUSON of Oxford, Representative DUPLESSIE of Westbrook, Speaker SAXL of Portland, Senator MARTIN of Aroostook.


On OBJECTION of Representative PATRICK of Rumford, was REMOVED from the Special Sentiment Calendar.


READ.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Rumford, Representative Patrick.


Representative PATRICK:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I stand here today with a heavy heart to remember the life of good and generous man.  Doctor J. Edward Martin, "Doc," as his lifelong patients liked to call him was born in Mexico, Maine, on January 8, 1908.  He considered himself a hometown boy graduating from Mexico High School in 1945.  He attended Colby College until World War II interrupted his studies.  He served in the United States Navy and served in Pearl Harbor in 1947.  At the end of the war he returned to Colby to finish his degree.  He recognized the need in Maine for family physicians.  He entered the University of Vermont College of Medicine.  He completed his internship at Central Maine Medical Center after practicing in the Jay/Livermore Falls area for many years he 

returned to the Rumford/Mexico area where he gave nearly 40 years of service to those people he loved best, his hometown.


It was during that time that he delivered 2,500 of the town's finest babies and sat many nights and weekends with his old time patients as they lived and died with dignity.  With several fine generation families still in his practice when he retired, he embodied the art of family practice.  He loved his patients and they loved him.  Doc was a champion of the underdog.


His many known challenges to the paper company and their toxic waste dumping along with the need to remove dioxin in the papermaking process are legendary.  He became known as an outspoken physician who was the centerpiece of the TV documentary, Cancer Valley.  This came with great personal problems to Doc.  He taught me as a patient about 17 years ago that workers' comp wasn't a problem of just malingers, it was a problem of all facets of workers' comp.  I got gassed about 17 years ago in the paper industry and like a loyal employee with my eyes burning, my sinuses burning, my lungs burning, dizzy, lightheaded and vomiting, I went down to first aid.  They gave me some Milk of Magnesia and told me to take it easy for while and sent me back on the job.  Later that day, after getting worse and worse during the day, I went and saw Doc Martin and I saw his side that was a little irate.  I saw Doc and he checked me over and definitively knew I had been chlorinated.  He said to me, "You didn't see the mill physician before you came here, did you?"  I said that I had, that is the thing to do.  He got very irate at me and said that he couldn't believe that I did that.  What the mill physician is going to do is write down you have flu like symptoms.  I said that they wouldn't do that.  The mill physician saw me and the condition that I was in had to know that I had been gassed.  It was a chlorine leak in the mill and the green cloud usually means chlorine.  I later came down with chronic bronchitis and pneumonia over the next six or seven years.  A few days after he had told me that, I went back and checked the records and just like he said word for word, employee has flu like symptoms.  I said to myself, there I finally learned a good lesson.  They weren't there just to help me out.  They were there to protect themselves.  It was at that point that I realized there are malingers in the workers' comp system, but there were also doctors who look out for companies and lawyers that look out for themselves.


During his tenure at the Rumford Community Hospital he served on many committees.  He was a public health officer for the towns of Rumford and Mexico for many years.  He was a pilot and FAA physician offering a service to area pilots that was unique for its time.  He was cofounder and medical director at the Cozy Inn Nursing Home, now known as the Rumford Community Home, which recognized the need for elderly care in the community.


Doc was a history buff.  That interest led him to explore the world of art and antiques.  For many years he ran an antique shop and was well known throughout the state as a knowledgeable art and antique dealer.  His documentation of Jonathan Bartlett resulted in a comprehensive reference for this Rumford artist's life in book form and led him to study and complete a second book on the Wabanaki Indians of the state.  The book entitled Thunder for the Mountains is a historical novel about the Wabanaki Indians.  Perhaps he best loved his discovery of the history of the Arcadians.  He founded the Arcadian Society in the area and functioned as its advisor for many years.  It was through his historical pathway that he came to know the history of his ancestors, one of which is our good Senator.  It led him on a journey that would change his life.  He documented many of the events of his life and those of his patients through the medium of poetry.  It was not unusual for him to stop in the middle of a patient's history and document an idea that would lead to a poetic verse at a later time.


Doc Martin shared something with all of us.  He ran for the 119th Legislature as a Democratic candidate for the same seat that I know hold.  In 1992 the Maine Labor Group on Health awarded him the prestigious health and safety advocacy award for outstanding effort to improve Maine's workplaces and communities.  In 1993, the University of Vermont Alumni Association presented him the award for service of medicine and the community.


Doc died at home under the devoted care of the Androscoggin Home Health Care Hospice Program with his loving wife of 32 years.  He is survived by his wife, nine children, 13 grandchildren and his faithful lab, Rufus.  I was amazed when I went to the funeral to see between 300 and 400 people there.  It was a true tribute to the love and caring people had for Doc, and as I said, he had for them.  Thank you very much Mr. Speaker, men and women of the House and the Martin Family.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Westbrook, Representative Duplessie.


Representative DUPLESSIE:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I knew Doc Martin not as a personal physician, but I knew him as an outspoken physician, an activist, concerned for all and a champion of the underdog, a rare trait that we see nowadays.  Doc Martin was one of the founders of the so-called NOCC, Northern Oxford County Coalition.  This was a coalition of activists concerned for the health issues in the Androscoggin Valley and from the industrial pollution emissions, the high rate of cancer and two various state studies and a federal study documented the cancers throughout the Androscoggin Valley.  He was very instrumental in the production of the film, so-called Cancer Valley, that has been shown on public television here in the State of Maine and throughout New England at various times.


He was always concerned about how these pollutions related to the illnesses of his patients.  That is why he became such an activist and wanted to find out the root causes.  Fortunately through different technologies that have been mandated on industry and maybe we will see the industry turn on those illnesses and the high rate of cancer throughout the Androscoggin Valley.  It gave me great pleasure some 10 years ago to be the one to give Doc Martin the award from the Maine Labor Group on Health for all the efforts that he had done on behalf of workers and the health issues related to that.  I was looking forward, within a couple of years when I do retire, my future home is less than a mile from where Doc Martin moved to a couple of years ago.  I was looking forward to a time when maybe I would be up there living close by to where he was living so I could go and talk to him in the future for counsel and sound advise and wisdom.


Doc, we wish you well on your travel to the next path you are traveling down.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Saco, Representative O'Neil.


Representative O'NEIL:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I never met Doctor Martin, but I heard about him.  Little did I know until a couple of days ago that I knew his wonderful son Barney and his fabulous daughter-in-law Lauren, who is my wife's right hand man.  I admired Doc Martin in my own little ways, as many of you know.  I have taken it upon myself to have one of my little pet projects while I am here is the protection of the Saco River and the drinking water therein.  I respected Doc Martin's legacy for having spoken out in a company town.  It is a difficult thing to do, putting his personal, professional reputations on the line in an area where the cancer concentration was abnormally high.  He has inspired me in his

 own little way without having ever met me to follow the same path further down state.  I will never be a doctor, but I will forever be inspired to positively inspect the people in my area the way Doc Martin has.  I hope to, in some small measure, do the same.  Mr. Speaker, my condolences as well as my aspirations are extended to the family.  He has left them and all of us a whole lot better off.


ADOPTED and sent for concurrence.

_________________________________


The following item was taken up out of order by unanimous consent:

ENACTORS

Emergency Measure

An Act to Create the Maine Health Data Processing Center

(H.P. 980) (L.D. 1304)
(C. "B" H-723)


Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  110 voted in favor of the same and 7 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.

_________________________________

UNFINISHED BUSINESS


The following matter, in the consideration of which the House was engaged at the time of adjournment yesterday, had preference in the Orders of the Day and continued with such preference until disposed of as provided by House Rule 502.


Bill "An Act to Make Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government and to Change Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2002 and June 30, 2003" (EMERGENCY)

(H.P. 655) (L.D. 855)

TABLED – June 18, 2001 (Till Later Today) by Representative COLWELL of Gardiner.

PENDING – ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-724).


Representative GLYNN of South Portland PRESENTED House Amendment "H" (H-738) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724), which was READ by the Clerk.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from South Portland, Representative Glynn.


Representative GLYNN:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  You have in front of you a very simple amendment and what it proposes to do is put some guarantees in place for the local school districts back home concerning General Purpose Aid funding for education.  Under the Committee Amendment that we currently have, the Majority Report, we are looking to fund General Purpose Aid to education in year two at a 3 percent increase with no cushion.  As has been stated during the debate, this spells disaster for a number of communities in Maine.  Under the Governor's original proposal, we were looking at a 5 percent increase in year one of GPA with about a $4 million cushion.  Even though we were increasing funding in General Purpose Aid to education, we had school districts all over Maine losing money, significant money, 88 school districts lost funding with the 5 percent and a cushion.


In year two under this budget that we are looking at adopting, we are looking at a 3 percent increase so that the gap or the disparity that these communities are going to receive is going to be significantly larger and we have set aside no cushion, nothing to buffer them.  I have pursued just as vigorously as any Representative can a printout or a projection of what kind of losses we are looking at for our hometown.  That request has been denied by the DOE.  We will not see, as we consider this budget, the damage that we are causing to our municipalities.  If that causes you concern, you are with me, because I have great concern and great reservations about the damage that we are going to cause local school districts.  When you cut GPA funding, you raise property taxes and you cause teacher layoffs.  That is a fact.


What this amendment proposes to do is something very simple.  It proposes to fund year two or fiscal year 03, GPA, at the identical level it was funded for the increase in year one of this budget.  What that number represents is a 5 percent increase in GPA, moving what we are looking at from 3 percent increase to 5 percent.  It takes the cushions that were in place in year one, the tier one cushion and the tier two cushion, which is about $6.5 million in cushion money and it puts that also in the budget.  Where does it find the money for this?  Where is the $18 million coming from?  It is coming from the Laptop Fund.  My belief is you fund public education, GPA, to the towns first and then you fund new and expanded programs second.  That is my priority that I bring to this Legislature.  If my colleagues that have assured me and promised me that funds were going to be available for GPA, if their belief system and the numbers come true, terrific.  When we come back in January, let's put the money back in the Laptop Fund.  We will have the assurance when we go home that the funding for General Purpose Aid to education increased in year two and it will be the same as year one.


I have to tell you that this is a very difficult thing for me to stand up and advocate because in this year's General Purpose Aid to education funding, we took a cut of well over a half a million dollars funding to my school district.  That means if we put $18.7 million more into GPA for year three, we are still going to get cut significantly in my town.  I know that, but I can tell you that just looking at the spreadsheet that we received for this year, can you imagine if fiscal year 02 if we cut this increase in General Purpose Aid to education by $18.7 million?  What would that have looked like for your school district?  I can tell you what it looked like in my school district and I fear for what we are passing on to the local municipalities.  There have been projections that somewhere between 120 to 150 communities are going to have the General Purpose Aid to education funding cut if we don't put more money into the GPA in fiscal year 03 and if we don't fund the cushion.  This 3 percent increase that we are talking about is not an increase across the board.  It gets funneled through that formula.  There are winners and losers and the number of losers is stacking up.  Please do not pass these kinds of cuts onto the local school districts.  Consider our commitment to the local municipalities, the school districts, the children and the taxpayers of the towns as a priority one, then when we come back in January, if, in fact, these monies do become available, then let's fund laptops.  Mr. Speaker, when the vote is taken, I respectfully request the yeas and nays.


The same Representative REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ADOPT House Amendment "H" (H-738) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724).


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


Representative BERRY of Livermore moved that House Amendment "H" (H-738) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) be INDEFINITELY POSTPONED.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  The good Representative that spoke previously spoke of a promise.  One of my worries about passing this is the promise that there is going to be funding in the next year.  This is taking a one-time source of money.  It is a fund.  It is not an on going revenue source.  You are going to put it into GPA, which sounds great.  A couple of terms ago, I am sure back before our robust economy, we tried to put some additional money into GPA.  We gave them 3 percent and we are going to give you some more, but we want to consider it extra money for you to work with, but not necessarily part of the base so when we figure our structural gap or ongoing revenues.  We tried to do extra, but too tried to be cautious.  This, in my opinion, is similar in a sense.  They are going to build that into their school budgets and they are going to expect it next time, whether the funds are there or not.  I know there are people here that suggested that we do spending and suggested that we don't do any adjustments to our revenues.  I know we can drain all our one-time reserves or grab from one-time sources, but that is not a responsible budget, in my mind.  Mr. Speaker, when the vote is taken, I request a roll call.


The same Representative REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to INDEFINITELY POSTPONE House Amendment "H" (H-738) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724).


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Poland, Representative Snowe-Mello.


Representative SNOWE-MELLO:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I stand here also to show my total support in this amendment and hope that you will please vote against it.  The reason why I support it is because my Town of Poland is the other high school and district that was hit very hard in the budget.  We had a large sum of money taken away.  I did support the Part I Budget because it put back some of that money.  I am really concerned about how much our taxes and how much money we will have to raise in our town and how many tax increases we will have to put in place to pay for that funding to find the rest of those funds.  At a time when our school districts are really hurting, I believe that the laptop proposal is irresponsible.  It is totally irresponsible.  There are many schools in our state that don't want it.  I believe that this amendment is a good amendment and will help our struggling towns in their funding.  Please vote against the Indefinite Postponement.  Thank you.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Kennebunk, Representative Murphy.


Representative MURPHY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I want to thank the good Representative from South Portland for bringing this amendment to us.  I know there are other people in this chamber that just don't want to address this issue and wish that it would go away.  No matter what side of the aisle you sit on, you want to try and cast the most informed vote you can.  What will my vote do?  What are the pluses and negatives?  How will it affect my constituents?  What you are hearing from this side of a aisle is you are not getting the information you need.  Why is there no printout for the second year?  What don't they want you to know?  That is the basic.  It doesn't take an awful lot of work.  You take 3 percent, 4 percent or 5 percent and run it through the machine and it takes every one of your school units and says you are going to get more, less or the same.  Why over in that new office building can't they run that printout?  Why is that information being denied to us?  I argued very early for GPA.  Those of you that I served in this chamber with during the 1980s know that that is a 21 year long theme that I have hit.  Talking about the partnership, the shared responsibilities between the state and the local communities.


When we go door to door, it doesn't matter Independent, Democrat or Republican, I would say that 90 percent of us said that education was our top priority.  I guess as a teacher if I can give you an analogy, when a spouse sends the other spouse off to the store with a list that includes the milk, the meat, the veggies and the fish and you come back with bags that are full of pastries and the contents of the ice cream freezer.  You were sent to deal with the needs and you came home with the wants.  I am not very good at the grocery store and that is why I never get to go to the grocery store.  There is no self-discipline there.  We talk about needs and then we get caught up in the wants here.  It was also argued that you needed to do one and two together.  You needed to see the big picture.  What happened is when the technology came through, many of you said that I can vote for that.  It was in a locked box, so you really had no other choice.  They locked it up so you couldn't get to it.  Now you are looking and you are seeing the other things and you say that maybe I see the needs now and that was a want and our school districts, our municipalities, our students are going to suffer because of that.


I would think that if you have been reading the newspapers and not only what Representative Carr distributed to us yesterday, but if you read the paper this morning, Maine families are sitting down and doing their budgets.  They make up a list of needs and wants.  They say it would so nice to be able to do those five or six wants, but we have to come back to the basics.  We have to deal with the needs first.  I guess what we are looking to do here in the closing days of this first session is what is our core?  What are our basic responsibilities?  What do you do first in the area of needs before you start to deal with the wants?  Suggest that you find a copy of the York County Edition or a page of the Portland Press Herald this morning.  The municipal offices, there as in many of your communities, have carried what we have not done for GPA.  They paid the price out of the municipal share of the budget so education services could be continued.  Instead of being a partnership between the state and the school unit, the municipalities have had to enter this and when you see your tax bill and you see the percentage of that tax bill going to the municipalities, that percentage has been decreasing because they have been subsidizing what we have not done here.  As you go through that proposed list for cuts for Old Orchard Beach and you see the wipe out of foreign language departments and you see the proposed release of special education teachers and you begin running down that list, when Representative Glynn talks about 100 school units or more that are taking a hit, that is not just a financial hiccup, those are the people that are trying to carry out the education mission in this state.  What the good Representative has done is given us a choice.


What are your basic core needs?  Is it that you are going to put machines into the classroom?  The problem is Johnny and Sally's teacher won't be there to help them with that machine.  That is your choice.  He is telling you that you can go into that locked box that they created when they did that Part I Budget and now that you have more information, maybe that technology doesn't rise to the level that meeting the obligation of your partnership does with the local school communities.


This is a hard amendment.  Some people are probably sitting there saying that I have a hard time dealing with this because you don't want to hear what Representative Glynn has brought to you.  Read the Portland Press Herald this morning and there is a face, a cost, to not properly funding GPA and it is our children.  We have talked about this state becoming older and poor.  We talk about young people being the future of this state.  He has given you an amendment that allows you to look at that issue and say that is the priority or that is the need.  He is looking at another issue that is one of those wants.  It is the pastry case.  It is the ice cream case.  You can walk past the ice cream case and get to the solid protein issues and his amendment does that.  I would urge you to defeat the motion that is before us and to accept Representative Glynn's amendment.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Madison, Representative Richard.


Representative RICHARD:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I would like to respond to a few things that have been said.  First of all, to go back to what the Representative from Livermore said.  We are talking about one-time money.  If you take one-time money and do with it what you want to do, I agree with you, I agree with many of the things the previous speaker said, two years from now, you are going to be much worse off than you are now.  One of the reasons why some of the schools are losing so much this year is because we had money last year and we did hold harmless.  In other words, because we had the money we did not let any school system go with less money than they had received the year before.  That was great last year.  We don't have that money this year.  This would be one-time money if we took it out and put it in.  That would mean in the next year you would be that much further behind.


We do have two committees that are going to study the school funding formula this summer.  Maybe they can come up with something that is better, whether or not they can, time will tell.


We have heard mention in the last two days of the printout.  What I am going to say, I hate to say, because I probably will be inundated when this session is over, but several years ago we had so many people going to the Department of Education asking for printouts that the person who does printouts just couldn't keep up with it.  The department said to the Education Committee that we need to do something about his.  What we did was to agree that nobody would get a printout unless the two chairs of the Education Committee sanctioned it.  In other words, if you run over to the department and ask for a printout, you are not going to get it, unless they have word from the two chairs of the committee that this would be a valuable printout.  We can't get 99 printouts every day.  That woman does have other things that she has to do and it takes a long time to do a printout.  It isn't an easy thing to do.  It takes a long time to do a printout.  That is why some of you have gone to the department and said, can you work this and this and that into the budget and see how it comes out and you don't get it.


The other thing is on the laptops.  It was said that some schools don't want them.  They don't have to take them.  This is an opt in program.  If you don't want them, you don't have to take them.  Basically it is your community that loses students and your property valuation goes up, you are going to lose money.  That is what has happened in some of the districts that are losing so much that property valuation has gone up a great deal and people are moving out of the community because of that.  You don't have as many students to base the formula on and your property value is greater, consequently, you don't get as much money.  It is with great hope that I stand here and say that we have in the past, I hope it will be true year, that we can have a supplemental budget that will provide more money for education in the second year.  We have done that.  We have managed to that in the preceding years and it is with a great deal of hope that I stand here that we an do that next year.


As far as the current budget is concerned, the Education Committee presented a budget and it has been changed and changed and changed.  I am not sure just where it stands in connection with what we presented in the first place.  Part of that has been due to the amount of money that has been available.  Part of it has been due to people who felt they had to have more here and there.  I would like to have you think about this very carefully, especially what the Representative from Livermore said, this is one-time money.  To do what you want to do with one-time money can be very severe.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I just want to comment on some of the other responsibilities of this Legislature as we identify priorities and the priorities of Legislatures past.  We have tried to stimulate an economy, provide for a workforce, provide the social services that our constituents expect, whether it is elderly nursing facilities or mental retardation services, is a cause I have fought for personally.  Some of those choices have a local impact as well.  I would like to pose a question through the chair.  If anybody can answer, what is the total tax increment financing packages and BETR used by businesses in the city, such a South Portland?  If anybody could tell me that amount.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Waldoboro, Representative Trahan.


Representative TRAHAN:  Mr. Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative TRAHAN:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  To anyone who would like to answer, if I remember correctly when this fund was established, it took surplus balances at the end of the year and it funneled them into the technology fund.  Wasn't that money that was channeled into that technology fund, the money that was going to be used in the next budget to fund GPA?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Waldoboro, Representative Trahan has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I will do my best to answer the question.  I don't believe that money was obligated for the next biennium as part of an agreement, which was reached when the parties failed to negotiate or take part in a budget agreement.  It would have been excess revenues.  It would not have been committed for the next biennium, other than the 50 percent that would have gone to the Rainy Day Fund, 25 percent for the retirement allowance, the automatic triggers.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Waldoboro, Representative Trahan.


Representative TRAHAN:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Having just answered my question, I would like to suggest to you that these people arguing that this is one-time money, I would remind you that we cannot force another Legislature to adopt our funding plan.  In other words, our priorities are endorsed through our budget.  What we are doing here, ladies and gentlemen, is we are endorsing laptops over GPA and over the other priorities in our districts.  We can't bind another Legislature.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Eliot, Representative Wheeler.


Representative WHEELER:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Just to remind the body, there has been previously Legislatures that have binded, in fact, us, with the sand and salt storage sheds that we have to pay for, which was passed in previous years.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Biddeford, Representative Sullivan.


Representative SULLIVAN:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I intend to support Indefinite Postponement.  I know that each side has been given their marching orders on these amendments, but something has been said that very much upsets me.  The very fact that a decision has been made by chairs of a committee to refuse to give us the information that we need, I find that appalling.  I am disappointed to hear it.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Hartland, Representative Stedman.


Representative STEDMAN:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I think most of you know my position on the technology fund, that I was not in favor of to begin with.  I thought it was setting aside public money for a special purpose for a plan that wasn't even a creation of this body, which has been developed by a commission or a body of people that do not represent the best interest of all of the people in the State of Maine.  That said, I feel that the use of this fund at this time to support the GPA program in this state is appropriate.  I think the use of one-time money at this juncture in history is appropriate because, hopefully, by the time we come back for the next Legislature to deal with the funding formula that is going to come out of the study that is going to be happening this summer and will apply in the 2004-2005 calendar years, you will have a different method of distributing money.  This is an interim attempt to meet the needs of those school districts until a new formula based on essential programs and services can be developed.  I would encourage you to defeat this motion and go on and support his amendment.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Baileyville, Representative Morrison.


Representative MORRISON:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I guess we are back after that plum that is sitting out there.  It is too tempting.  We just can't leave it alone, the technology fund.  I guess when I came down here last fall, I asked a question, about a year ago, unless the press was wrong and they could be wrong, I am getting the information from the press, you people know better.  I understood from the press that there was $250 to $300 million surplus that Augusta was trying to go after to spend for one thing or another.  We are only talking about $50 million that the Chief Executive set aside for a technology fund.  He may not have gone through the Legislature like he should have or something or maybe he stomped on that or whatever, but the money was set aside for that first, interest only to be spent on laptops.  The $50 million was to remain in tact and down the road if it wasn't workable, the money was still there and we could put it back in to spend for all kind of programs that we wanted to spend for.


There is no question that I support the need for education spending, the GPA.  Again, we have already taken $20 million out of this laptop fund, both sides of the aisle.  I guess this started down to the Senate last round.  They decided that and now we have caught onto it in the House.  It sounds like a good idea and we have taken $20 million.  That is one-time money.  I am not sure if we are spending that on one-time expenses or ongoing expenses that we are going to have to make up somewhere along the line.  Now we want to take another $18 million one-time money, I guess, that adds up to $38 million now.  Hopefully that is on one-time expenses.  We don't have to try to go back for taxes or try to pick up that money to keep those programs going some other way.  Once that is gone, it is gone.  Maybe that is the thing to do.  Spend it, get rid of it and we won't have that tempting thing hanging out there that we can grab after.  We are going to have to look at some other means of funding what we need to fund.


As I said last night, I did not support the laptop thing at first because I didn't understand it well.  We did have a committee last summer, including legislators, that studied it and came up with a proposal that I thought was a good proposal and made some recommendations that I think were workable.  It does not force the school district to do a specific thing.  They do have some local options in there as to how they want they want to use that money.  It is not a state mandate that you have to take the money and use it this way.  You have the options locally.  I like the laptop fund the way it is.  If we need more money for GPA, then we ought to be looking at it.  If we need to raise taxes or something to take care of that, then we ought to be doing that.  I know that is not a pleasant thing to even talk about, raising taxes.  If it is something we must do, then it is something we ought be considering.  Once we spend that laptop money, it is gone.  This will stay there as a fund and it will still be there.  If we get a hold of it, it is gone.  It is as simple as that.  I don't agree with taking that laptop money.  It is not a good idea.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Farmington, Representative Gooley.


Representative GOOLEY:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I would just like to stand and say that the Representative from Biddeford, Representative Sullivan, suggested that each side has been given its marching orders.  I would just like to say that no one has given me any marching orders in regards to these amendments.  I vote on these amendments based on their merits.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bangor, Representative Baker.


Representative BAKER:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I, too, am puzzled about the absence of the printout for the 3 percent.  My problem is I cannot make a good decision based on no information.  We need that information and I am appalled that something this important depends on the vagaries of whether the Chairs decide to release that information.  I am truly troubled by that.  I think also that if we have to make a gamble here about whether or not there will be supplemental money here, I don't want to gamble on GPA.  This is far too important.


I thought the analogy about the protein and the ice cream was an excellent one.  We may want to ice cream, but we are faced with some serious cuts here and some serious shortages.  Unless we are providing foreign languages, the teachers that our students need, then we have absolutely no business setting aside $30 million for ice cream.


If this technology is as wonderful as its proponents say there is, there will be time for Maine to adopt it.  To put that ahead of basic needs, for me, makes absolutely no sense.  I am embarrassed to go back home to my district and say that we did not provide you with the GPA you need, but we have laptops.


I want to thank the good Representative from South Portland, Representative Glynn, for what I consider a very thoughtful amendment.  I would, at this pint, like to address a question to the chair.  The state has made a commitment to fund GPA at 55 percent.  That is the only way currently that we can lessen the property tax burden for our municipalities.  I would like to know where the 5 percent for year one and the 3 percent for year two 

currently bring us in level of percentage funding for GPA?  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Bangor, Representative Baker has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Penobscot, Representative Perkins.


Representative PERKINS:  Mr. Speaker, Members of the House.  I wish at this point in all of the debates, I could ask the question, is anybody undecided?  I wish we could figure out a system for that.  I haven't been able to, but maybe somebody could some day.  I wouldn't say a word if nobody found offense, but I would like to try to sway a couple of votes even.  When I heard ice cream and protein, I just had to say something.  Seven years ago, I guess, when I first got elected, we went on the bus tour around the state, took both of them up north and down south.  Ninety-five percent of the businesses we visited, whether they be metal making or high tech, no matter what they were, every one of them, the workers were working at a computer.  I was amazed.  That was one of the most interesting things.  It was an eye opener for me.  Small metal working businesses down in southern Maine, you go back there and they design everything by computer and we are talking about ice cream.  It just baffles me.  Long time educators in this body talking about this being a frill, an ice cream.  This is the technology age.  This is the information age.  A previous speaker mentioned wants versus needs.  You can throw tens of millions more out into it and you will never notice a difference.  If you can hang onto this money and somehow let it grow and use the interest so our young people can be in touch with the world, it is the ultimate textbook.  The textbook industry is a multi-million dollar business.  I am not sure if there is any direct influence against this technology fund from the textbook industry, but it wouldn't surprise me.  Some day these books that cost $60 are going to be irrelevant.  They are going to be dinosaurs compared with this little electronic devise that can tap into all the books, all the information.  It just baffles me.  Please vote to Indefinitely Postpone it.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Lewiston, Representative Mendros.


Representative MENDROS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  There is a few points that I just had to respond to.  First of all, I will respect the good Representative from Penobscot, Representative Perkins comments about computers and how our Executive talked about how he rode in a truck and that person had a computer and how great it is and the great skills.  You know what, these people that drive these trucks and these people that work at these plants and these people that work throughout the State of Maine, they learn how to use these computers without a laptop handed to them.  They got those skills.  They learned them already.  I don't buy that argument.  Every time I hear about somebody who does these great things on a computer, doesn't tell me we need to give more computers out.  It tells me that it is working.  They are learning and being somebody who teaches computers, I know they are learning.


Another thing, one-time money, that really bugs me.  All our money is one-time money.  What this reminds me of is we have a responsibility as a state to fund education at 55 percent.  We have a bill.  We tell municipalities, on top of the 55 percent, that we have another responsibility.  We passed down special ed mandates.  We passed down transportation mandates to all our municipalities and then we say we will pay you back, but then we don't pay them back.  We pay them back 85 percent.  It is a neat little trick.  This reminds me of somebody that comes by and says that they need $50.  I loan the guy $50 and he has $500 in the bank and he is buying himself a laptop and he is buying himself all sorts of neat stuff.  He has money in the bank, but he says he can't pay you back because that is one-time money.  I have to wait until I get another job with more income.  Sorry, we need to pay our bills.  That is exactly how every school board member in this state feels about us, the Legislature, because we are not paying our bills and out excuse is, it is one-time money, I can't give it to you right now.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Wayne, Representative McKee.


Representative MCKEE:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I have heard some very interesting things this morning and the previous speaker brought up some of the points that I wanted to say.  I will try not to repeat those.  Technology is tremendously important.  Every single one of our schools is trying its best to make students computer literate today.  Seventy percent of all Maine workers do use computers in their jobs.  I would dare say that not one of them learned to use that computer in seventh or eighth grade.  It isn't rocket science to learn how to use that.  Certainly we know that in three weeks most people can become quite literate with one of these computers.  They are wonderful tools.  If we make that commitment of 55 percent, we allow schools to complete their technology plans to continue in the direction that they were going.  We affirm communities and their abilities to determine how they will deal with this learning result requirement with this part of their education that is absolutely essential.  Those people who have lost their jobs in the past six months and I don't remember which legislator it was who put those on our desks, but it was tremendously powerful, page after page of people who have lost their jobs and I thought of two things.  I thought what would one of these persons think by my vote here today.  Wouldn't that person want me to vote in favor of our communities making it possible to fund schools, reducing their taxes or would that person want me to vote for something that we do not consider to be a necessity.  I think it would be the former.


The second thing I thought was what kind of education, should that person who has been laid off from Envisionet have in order to get to another job?  It would be nice if that person could go on to another technology job, if that is what he or she wanted.  If that person had a broad education under girded with the fundamentals that we all know are important.  That education would take that Envisionet worker to a myriad of jobs and not just in technology.  I think of the good citizens in the community that I grew up in.  Those good citizens, included my father, not noted for anything extraordinary, but he made sure his six children were well fed and clothed.  He paid all his bills and he put as much money towards our education as he could.  He was known as a good citizen who honored his commitments.  He will be remembered for that.  He will not be remembered for any one particular thing that made him stand out over everyone else.  I recognize the need for bold moves and sometimes in our communities we can make those because we have extra money to do it.  We are good citizens.  We honor our commitment and good citizens in the Legislature honor their commitments to education.  I hope that you will vote against the Indefinite Postponement of this amendment and that we will go on to accept it.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Montville, Representative Weston.


Representative WESTON:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I certainly am not going to try to persuade you to vote a certain way because, to be perfectly honest, I am not sure how I am going to vote.  I had very mixed feelings about the laptop proposal from the very beginning.  I do want to make a feeble attempt to explain an answer that has been asked concerning why there is not a printout for the second year.  I am not a person who has taken statistics and math is not 

my forte.  In order to have a printout that will be beneficial or will in any way give us information that will be useful, it has to be accurate.  We cannot look ahead and have the accurate figures that need to be fed into this formula to give you a printout.  The student count and many other details, that is the primary reason why the department is not able to give us that information.  It is not that they are withholding it for a purpose and it is not even that the chairs have said we decided not to do it.  It is that they cannot give you accurate information.  For example, the last time they did this, there was at least one school district that had a million dollar difference in what the reality was from the printout.  You don't want to give that kind of false information to our districts and neither do I.  That is the basic reason why you do not have a printout.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Lewiston, Representative Bouffard.


Representative BOUFFARD:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  That ice cream cone that the youngster is going to deliciously let fall down his throat is going to be nutrition in his stomach.  I would like to think that the information available through the Internet and the laptop that the youngsters will be able to get is going to be nutrition for their minds.  Let's leave this laptop technology fund alone and Indefinitely Postpone this amendment and get on with it.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Portland, Representative Brannigan.


Representative BRANNIGAN:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I think it has been talked about that there is going to be a decrease in this budget in the area of GPA in the funding of education.  I just want to read into the record the amount of money that is going to be available in 02 and the amount of money that is going to be available in 03.  In 02, the amount of money is $701,888,438 almost $702 million.  That is for 02.  For 03 it is $718,000,258.  It is a tremendous increase in what we are giving GPA in the 03 over 02.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Gray, Representative Foster.


Representative FOSTER:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I just wanted to add my 2 cents worth to this extension of time.  I have observed that the 118th Legislature had a surplus of money and the 119th Legislature had a surplus of money.  I call it one-time money because there is no guarantee it is going to be there for the next Legislature.  We didn't have any trouble spending that money on new programs and expanded programs.  It would appear to me that we now find ourselves in a position whereby it is going to be rather difficult to provide for that level of budget from here on since the economy is either flat or maybe in some decline.  We may be beginning to see that funding that one-time money might not have been the wisest thing to do.


My school district recently voted on their budget for a 23 percent increase for the school district.  It was turned down three to one.  I don't know what the answer to that is.  I don't know if it is poor management or what it is.  Anyway, I just wanted to tell you my son who is the superintendent of a veneer mill over in Vermont once responded to a piece written in the Burlington Free Press about having skills and being able to do things.  His reply was, you give us the people with the commitment, we will train them and make sure that they are able to do the job.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Indefinite Postponement of House Amendment "H" (H-738) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724).  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 417

YEA - Ash, Bagley, Belanger, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bouffard, Brannigan, Bruno, Bull, Bumps, Bunker, Chase, Chick, Chizmar, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Crabtree, Cummings, Daigle, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Duncan, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Gooley, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Heidrich, Hutton, Jacobs, Jodrey, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Laverriere-Boucher, Ledwin, Lemoine, Lessard, Lundeen, Mailhot, Marrache, Mayo, McGlocklin, McGowan, McNeil, Michaud, Mitchell, Morrison, Murphy E, Nass, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Perkins, Perry, Pineau, Richard, Rines, Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Stanley, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tuttle, Usher, Volenik, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Andrews, Annis, Baker, Berry DP, Bliss, Bowles, Brooks, Canavan, Carr, Clark, Clough, Collins, Cressey, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Haskell, Honey, Kasprzak, Lovett, MacDougall, Madore, Marley, McKee, McKenney, McLaughlin, Mendros, Michael, Murphy T, Muse C, Nutting, O'Brien JA, Peavey, Pinkham, Rosen, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Smith, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Tobin D, Tobin J, Tracy, Trahan, Treadwell, Twomey, Waterhouse, Weston, Wheeler EM, Wheeler GJ, Winsor, Young.


ABSENT - Bryant, Buck, Davis, Goodwin, Labrecque, Matthews, McDonough, Muse K, Povich, Quint, Richardson, Watson.


Yes, 86; No, 53; Absent, 12; Excused, 0.


86 having voted in the affirmative and 53 voted in the negative, with 12 being absent, and accordingly House Amendment "H" (H-738) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) was INDEFINITELY POSTPONED.


Representative BERRY of Livermore PRESENTED House Amendment "I" (H-740) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724), which was READ by the Clerk.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  The first part of House Amendment "I" is an identical amendment, which strikes out the reference to the Federal Block Grant Fund and inserts in its place Other Special Revenue Funds.  The second part strikes a section in the Majority Report related to the Clean Election Act.  There is a bill on the Senate Table and this is not necessary to be in the budget document.  Thank you.


House Amendment "I" (H-740) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) was ADOPTED.


On motion of Representative COLWELL of Gardiner, TABLED pending ADOPTION of Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) as Amended by House Amendment "I" (H-740) thereto and later today assigned.

_________________________________


The Chair laid before the House the following item which was TABLED earlier in today’s session:


Bill "An Act to Make Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government and to Change Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2002 and June 30, 2003" (EMERGENCY)

(H.P. 655) (L.D. 855)


Which was TABLED by Representative COLWELL of Gardiner pending ADOPTION of Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) as Amended by House Amendment "I" (H-740) thereto.


Representative NASS of Acton PRESENTED House Amendment "J" (H-741) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724), which was READ by the Clerk.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.


Representative NASS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  House Amendment "J" is the amendment we discussed last night that would essentially present the individual items of the House Republican Table.  It comprises of approximately $2 million in spending and the details of which appear on page 2, or the last page, of yesterday's yellow handout.  I will detail some of the items in it just by title or by subject.  It covers the Maine Heirs Program in its somewhat reduced funding.  It covers the language only for firearms reciprocity.  All these are bills that were passed by other committees and are now funded or the language is included in this amendment.  Thermal imaging cameras are covered here.  Forced management tax credit, Aroostook low flow study, dam safety function blank language only, maintenance through Gettysburg Monument, dental education loan, transportation vouchers for the disabled, reimbursement for durable medical equipment, death benefits for law enforcement, digital library and it excludes spousal income for home care issues.


Mr. Speaker, that is essentially the contents of that amendment and according to our plan it is to hopefully get this amended to Committee Amendment "A" and send it down to the Senate.  Its usefulness will be apparent when it comes back for enactment.  That is my impression.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I want to speak in support of the good Representative from Acton.  I am happy to do that.  Last night it was quite painful for many of us to vote against some very good bills.  I think that is what is good about this Legislature is that there are bills that we all work on in our committees in a nonpartisan manner and we all find our own bit of ownership and support, whether it is thermal imaging cameras or the dental loan scholarship program, it is all part of the solution in how we address our needs in the State of Maine.  There are very few items on some of the lists that I might not have supported.  I think there are mostly items on here that I would feel very good about.  I am glad to see them and I hope they become part of this document.  I don't need to drag that out.  I do hope that you will support this motion.  Mr. Speaker, I think we should have a roll call.


Representative BERRY of Livermore REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ADOPT House Amendment "J" (H-741) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724).


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Gardiner, Representative Colwell.


Representative COLWELL:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I, too, rise and urge my colleagues to support adopting House Amendment "J".  I do it in an effort to find common ground and I do it in an effort to bring people together around this budget.  Committee Amendment "J" does include many, many excellent policy decisions and wise investments of state dollars and improving the quality of life for the people in the great State of Maine and I would urge all my colleagues on this side of the aisle and on that side of the aisle to support this amendment.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Hartland, Representative Stedman.


Representative STEDMAN:  Mr. Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative STEDMAN:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  For anyone who cares to answer, if these items were so important and so wonderful, why were they not included in the original budget?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Hartland, Representative Stedman has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.


Representative NASS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I will try to answer the question.  I think the genesis of this goes back to dividing up the table, which was the mechanism, whether you like it or not, that got us through that portion of the budget or that portion of the budget process.  The allocations to the House Minority were approximately $2 million based on a relative portion in this House.  That is how the list was developed.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Sanford, Representative Tuttle.


Representative TUTTLE:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  If you look at the amendment on page 17, you will notice that an inclusion with dam repair and reconstruction with the Department of Veterans and Emergency Management, I think it is something that is long overdue.  It allocates funds to provide low interest loans to municipalities for engineering, legal and construction costs involved in establishing a long-term management plan for repair reconstruction, breeching and removal of dams.  As many of you know, this has been a major problem, I think, that a lot of us have had concerns with for the last decade or so.  I highly commend whoever included this in the amendment, it is really needed and I would encourage your support of this amendment.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I would also like to address a few comments to the Representative from Hartland, Representative Stedman.  I know that, whether it is true or not, the members on the Appropriations Committee, the Republican members, have felt that they were left out of that part of the process or neglected.  I think that this amendment is a fair opportunity to get their priorities.  I would say another reason that this amendment might be important to some is when we debated the Part I Budget there was criticism of some members of how they could vote in the final enactment when they had voted previously with no change.  Here is a change.  You have an addition of priorities and some good bills that deserve to be supported and deserve to part of this budget.  If we had done the table in the Appropriations Committee, like we normally do, it would have been part of that process.  However, the table process has been moved into this budget with this new and expanded process.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Waldoboro, Representative Trahan.


Representative TRAHAN:  Mr. Speaker, Members of the House.  Although I appreciate the bill, which I sponsored being included in this amendment, I just feel I must stand because this process is really counter to what I believe good government is.  Ladies and gentlemen, when we bring bills before this body for public debate or public hearings, we bring it whether we are Republican or Democrat in the hopes that it would better our state and solve problems.  The reason why I am very uncomfortable with the way this was done was that it labeled bills not on their importance to our constituents, but by who sponsored them.  I do not believe we should group bills together and then include them or exclude them based on a caucus priority, but by a priority for the people of Maine.  That is why I 

am a little bit disturbed at the way this has happened.  I believe that we should look at bills on their merit and how important they are to the people in our communities, not based on what letter is before the author's name.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Adoption of House Amendment "J" (H-741) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724).  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 418

YEA - Andrews, Ash, Bagley, Belanger, Berry DP, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Bowles, Brannigan, Brooks, Bruno, Bryant, Bull, Bumps, Bunker, Canavan, Carr, Chase, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Collins, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Cressey, Cummings, Daigle, Davis, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Duncan, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Glynn, Goodwin, Gooley, Green, Hall, Haskell, Hatch, Hawes, Heidrich, Honey, Hutton, Jacobs, Jodrey, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Laverriere-Boucher, Ledwin, Lemoine, Lovett, Madore, Mailhot, Marley, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, McNeil, Michaud, Mitchell, Morrison, Murphy E, Nass, Norbert, Norton, Nutting, O'Brien JA, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Peavey, Perkins, Perry, Pineau, Richard, Rines, Rosen, Savage, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Snowe-Mello, Stanley, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Thomas, Tobin D, Tracy, Trahan, Tuttle, Usher, Volenik, Waterhouse, Weston, Winsor, Young, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Annis, Clough, Crabtree, Duprey, Foster, Kasprzak, MacDougall, McKenney, Mendros, Michael, Murphy T, Muse C, Pinkham, Stedman, Tobin J, Treadwell, Twomey, Wheeler EM, Wheeler GJ.


ABSENT - Baker, Buck, Labrecque, Lessard, Lundeen, Marrache, Matthews, Mayo, McDonough, Muse K, Povich, Quint, Richardson, Tessier, Watson.


Yes, 117; No, 19; Absent, 15; Excused, 0.


117 having voted in the affirmative and 19 voted in the negative, with 15 being absent, and accordingly House Amendment "J" (H-741) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) was ADOPTED.


Representative GLYNN of South Portland PRESENTED House Amendment "K" (H-742) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724), which was READ by the Clerk.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from South Portland, Representative Glynn.


Representative GLYNN:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Before you is a very simple amendment and one that, in my mind, defines very much our priorities here in Augusta.  What House Amendment "K" proposes to do is rather than, as we are headed, create a number of positions in state government and grow state government, it instead redirects those efforts and that tax collection towards GPA, General Purpose Aid to education and sends the money back home to the local school districts.  We are talking about $1.6 million in our budget rather than creating new positions as contemplated in the Committee Amendment taking those funds and send them home.


I have to tell you that we have a fable back in South Portland that kind of very much describes our position right now dealing with the budget and it is a story about a chicken and a piglet.  The chicken and the piglet in South Portland went by Rudy's Diner and Rudy's Diner had a special for bacon and eggs breakfast that was $1.99 with toast.  The chicken said to the piglet, what a terrific thing.  I wouldn't mind making a contribution to a wonderful meal like that.  The piglet turned to the chicken and said that to you it is a simple contribution, but to me, it is a total commitment.


I have to tell you to the town's General Purpose Aid to education is a total commitment and our bacon is on the line at home.  In Augusta our priorities should be, I believe, supporting local education, continuing to do what we do here in Augusta to the best of our ability, but expanding and growing government at the expense of the local school districts is not my priority that I brought to Augusta.  My priority was to take care of the folks at home.


When you are contemplating this amendment, realize that somehow, someway, we have made it to 2001 without these new people.  Since we did, I think we can go another year.  I think we can fund our local schools.  I think the schools should be a priority.  I urge you to join with me and support this.  Mr. Speaker, when the vote is taken, I respectfully request the yeas and nays.


The same Representative REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ADOPT House Amendment "K" (H-742) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724).


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


Representative ETNIER of Harpswell moved that House Amendment "K" (H-742) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) be INDEFINITELY POSTPONED.


The same Representative REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to INDEFINITELY POSTPONE House Amendment "K" (H-742) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724).


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Harpswell, Representative Etnier.


Representative ETNIER:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  This is a very disturbing amendment to me and the reason is that it lays waste to the state's obligation, the state's moral and fiscal commitment to obey the consent decree that we have with the Augusta Mental Health facility and the mental health and mental retardation needs of this state.  Of course, I have only had a minute to peruse this special "K" amendment, but I came up with at least 31 positions.  I just am running through this quickly, 31 positions, at least, that are funded in both the Minority and Majority Reports on the Part II Budget that are directly related to the consent decree and our obligation and our commitment and our priority and our responsibility as a state to meet that.  I have no higher responsibility or priority as a state legislator than to take care of meeting that court order.  I put my school district way down the list relative to meeting that court order and meeting the needs of the entire state and not just my school district.  That is why I hope you will join me in the Indefinite Postponement motion.  Thank you very much.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Lewiston, Representative Mendros.


Representative MENDROS:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  Remember that guy that owes you $50, well now he wants to hire a personal trainer and a maid because he really needs those, but he still can't pay you that $50.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Wayne, Representative McKee.


Representative MCKEE:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I cannot not rise after the last comment.  I know that it is probably inappropriate to mention one position, but I want to.  There is a position to restore the chaplain at the Windham Facility of the Maine Correctional System.  I almost did not vote for the budget in the last session because the commitment to 

restore chaplains to the correctional system was not there.  I was promised that it would be there this year and it is.  I hope it is the beginning of an effort to put a chaplain back in every single correctional facility that we have in the State of Maine.  We only have one at this point.  Only inmates at the Thomaston Facility have a chaplain.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Indefinite Postponement of House Amendment "K" (H-742) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724).  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 419

YEA - Andrews, Ash, Bagley, Belanger, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bouffard, Brannigan, Brooks, Bruno, Bryant, Bull, Bunker, Canavan, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Cummings, Daigle, Davis, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Laverriere-Boucher, Lemoine, Lessard, Madore, Mailhot, Marley, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McNeil, Michaud, Mitchell, Murphy E, Nass, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien JA, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Perry, Pineau, Richard, Rines, Rosen, Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Stanley, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Thomas, Tobin D, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Weston, Wheeler GJ, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Annis, Berry DP, Bliss, Bowles, Bumps, Carr, Chase, Clough, Collins, Crabtree, Cressey, Duncan, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Goodwin, Gooley, Haskell, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, Kasprzak, Ledwin, Lovett, MacDougall, McKenney, McLaughlin, Mendros, Michael, Morrison, Murphy T, Muse C, Nutting, Peavey, Perkins, Pinkham, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Tobin J, Tracy, Trahan, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Winsor, Young.


ABSENT - Baker, Buck, Labrecque, Lundeen, Marrache, Matthews, Mayo, McDonough, Muse K, Povich, Quint, Richardson, Tessier, Watson.


Yes, 88; No, 49; Absent, 14; Excused, 0.


88 having voted in the affirmative and 49 voted in the negative, with 14 being absent, and accordingly House Amendment "K" (H-742) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) was INDEFINITELY POSTPONED.


Representative WATERHOUSE of Bridgton REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ADOPT Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) as Amended by House Amendment "I" (H-740) and House Amendment "J" (H-741) thereto.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Adoption of Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) as Amended by House Amendment "I" (H-740) and House Amendment "J" (H-741) thereto.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 420

YEA - Andrews, Ash, Bagley, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bunker, Canavan, Chick, Chizmar, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Cummings, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Laverriere-Boucher, Lemoine, Lessard, Mailhot, Marley, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, Michaud, Mitchell, Morrison, Murphy E, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Perry, Pineau, Quint, Richard, Rines, Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Stanley, Tarazewich, Thomas, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Annis, Belanger, Berry DP, Bowles, Bruno, Bumps, Carr, Chase, Clark, Clough, Collins, Crabtree, Cressey, Daigle, Davis, Duncan, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Goodwin, Gooley, Haskell, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, Kasprzak, Ledwin, Lovett, MacDougall, Madore, McKenney, McNeil, Mendros, Michael, Murphy T, Muse C, Nass, Nutting, O'Brien JA, Peavey, Perkins, Pinkham, Rosen, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Sullivan, Tobin D, Tobin J, Tracy, Trahan, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Weston, Wheeler EM, Wheeler GJ, Winsor, Young.


ABSENT - Baker, Buck, Labrecque, Lundeen, Marrache, Matthews, Mayo, McDonough, Muse K, Povich, Richardson, Tessier, Watson.


Yes, 78; No, 60; Absent, 13; Excused, 0.


78 having voted in the affirmative and 60 voted in the negative, with 13 being absent, and accordingly Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) as Amended by House Amendment "I" (H-740) and House Amendment "J" (H-741) thereto was ADOPTED.

Under suspension of the rules, the Bill was given its SECOND READING WITHOUT REFERENCE to the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading.


Under further suspension of the rules, the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-724) as Amended by House Amendment "I" (H-740) and House Amendment "J" (H-741) thereto and sent for concurrence.

_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.

_________________________________


The following item was taken up out of order by unanimous consent:

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Ought to Pass As Amended

Report of the Committee on HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES on Bill "An Act to Amend the Maine Health Data Organization Laws" 

(S.P. 395) (L.D. 1310)


Reporting Ought to Pass As Amended by Committee Amendment "B" (S-348).


Came from the Senate with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "B" (S-348) AS AMENDED BY SENATE AMENDMENT "B" (S-362) thereto.


Report was READ and ACCEPTED.


The Bill was READ ONCE.  COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "B" (S-348) READ by the Clerk.  SENATE AMENDMENT "B" (S-362) TO COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "B" (S-348) READ and ADOPTED.  COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "B"  (S-348) AS AMENDED BY SENATE AMENDMENT "B" (S-362) thereto ADOPTED.


Under suspension of the rules the Bill was given its second reading and was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "B" (S-348) AS AMENDED BY SENATE AMENDMENT "B" (S-362) thereto in concurrence.

_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.

_________________________________

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Divided Report

Majority Report of the Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-357) on Bill "An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount of $15,000,000 to Capitalize the School Revolving Renovation Fund for Repairs and Improvements in Public School Facilities to Address Health, Safety and Compliance Deficiencies, General Renovation Needs and Learning Space Upgrades"

(S.P. 549) (L.D. 1707)


Signed:


Senators:



GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock



CATHCART of Penobscot


Representatives:



BERRY of Livermore



MAILHOT of Lewiston



TESSIER of Fairfield



BRANNIGAN of Portland



ETNIER of Harpswell



JONES of Greenville


Minority Report of the same Committee reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "B" (S-358) on same Bill.


Signed:


Senator:



MILLS of Somerset


Representatives:



NASS of Acton



WINSOR of Norway



BELANGER of Caribou



ROSEN of Bucksport


Came from the Senate with the Minority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "B" (S-358).


READ.

Representative BERRY of Livermore moved that the House ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  The original bill is a Governor's bill.  It was recommended at the amount of $15 million.  There was also a bill submitted at the $28 million level.  There has been great discussion here in the past about getting money out into the communities to complete their renovations.  We started a process here, I think two Legislatures ago of repairing and getting on a schedule of preparing and meeting the safety and health needs of the schools first.  We had priorities as recommended by the Education Committee in a study.  The majority of the committee recommended that we fund that at $20 million.  It is somewhere between the two proposals and it seemed to be a bit more aggressive to stay ahead of it.  We know that the needs are out there and we support it at that level.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.


Representative NASS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  This is the first report coming from the other body, apparently on the bond issue.  We haven't had much of a general discussion yet.  The Minority Report out of the Appropriations Committee is for the amount that is in front of you, $15 million.  What is moved is the Majority Report, which I think the Chair of Appropriations explained is a higher amount at $20 million.  Our concern, at least the concern of the minority, as I understand it, was the total bond package.  In total, the minority is roughly at about $130 million.  As of last Friday, the majority is slightly over $180 million.  While at this point we are beginning to pick apart the package, let me tell you what the end game is here.  Our end game is a package of about $130 million.  That is why we are consistently lower on some of these bonds.  If you want to support a bond package that we are sending out to the voters in November that is as high as $180 million, then you are going to do it piece by piece here today and this is the first piece.  If you are concerned about that and if you want to keep the total package down around $130 million, I don't even know what is going to come out of the other body, at least at this point if you are concerned about the total, then you ought to vote against the pending motion and accept the Minority Report.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I just want to be sure that the members know that having moved the Majority Report, that the Majority Report and the $20 million level is what is before you.  The action of the other body is not before us at this time.  This is a committee report and we felt that $20 million was an appropriate level.  Our concern is the safety and health of the schools and meeting those needs.  We know there is asbestos removal.  There are leaky roofs out there.  There are space problems and that is our priority here today, in my opinion.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse.


Representative WATERHOUSE:  Mr. Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative WATERHOUSE:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  To anybody who could answer, what is our present debt service under these instruments now for renovation and construction?


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Biddeford, Representative Sullivan.


Representative SULLIVAN:  Mr. Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose her question.


Representative SULLIVAN:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  To anyone who could help me, last session it seems to me that when we were talking about bonds there was a limit that we could live by, by constitution or statutory, it had to be 10 percent or a ratio.  Am I just dreaming this stuff and thinking of something different or is there such a limit that we are working within?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Biddeford, Representative Sullivan has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I will do my best to respond.  The guideline that we had used in the past few years has been a rule that we called the 90 percent rule.  It is not a statute.  It is a guideline to reduce the state debt.  I think we are at a responsible level, as I have a report from Moody's that says that they have approved our rating, improved our position to positive from stable.  Maine has shortened the terms of our bonds.  We have been on a great track to improvement.  Now it is responsible, in my opinion, and I think the bond houses, that we continue that investment in the infrastructure.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Caribou, Representative Belanger.


Representative BELANGER:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I will attempt to answer the questions from the Representative from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse, I believe that we funded this renovation and repair fund in the past with cash balances at the end of the year.  I believe this is the first bond that we floated for this $100 million need that was identified during the 118th Legislature.  I think we put about $70 million in cash balances in the 118th Legislature and the 119th Legislature and this would be the first bond.  I believe the Chief Executive divided it up into $15 million for this year and $15 for the next bond, which would capitalize the entire $100 million fund.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.


Representative NASS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Again, in an attempt to try to answer some previous questions, we are in a transition period in this bond package between the so-called 90 percent rule and the rule that has been proposed this time, the 5 percent rule.  They are very different.  My recollection of the numbers is the 90 percent rule, if we followed it, would allow us to float new bonds in the area of around $90 million, somewhat lower than what was originally proposed and certainly lower than even the lowest package that is going to be presented to you.  The 5 percent rule, which, again, is different in construction is somewhat higher about $120 to $125 million.  We also ought to keep in mind, just a little bit of a forward look, the administration has already indicated that next year their package will be at a level almost $70 million.  In this two-year session of the Legislature, if we follow the guidance of the administration, we will have a package that is almost $200 million in tax supported bond financing that will all go out to the voters over two years.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Augusta, Representative O'Brien.


Representative O'BRIEN:  Mr. Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose her question.


Representative O'BRIEN:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I am sorry.  I really am confused about this.  On the board it says $15 million as the Majority Ought to Pass Report.  I thought I heard $20 million.  Could someone confirm or deny that?  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Augusta, Representative O'Brien has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.


Representative NASS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I also was confused at the beginning.  I think I have worked it out.  The original bill, LD 1707, proposed a $15 million bond package entitled Capitalized School Revolving Renovation Fund.  We, also in this general category, had another proposal, LD 1319, entitled Renovation to Public Schools, which requested $28 million in bonding.  The Appropriations Committee basically voted LD 1319 Ought Not to Pass last week.  The entire committee voted on LD 1707, which is in front of you, the original title of which included $15 million in financing.  The committee reports on that bill were to bond $20 million, the Majority Report, which has been moved and the Minority Report seeks $15 million, which happens to coincide with the original title of the bill.


The Chair ordered a division on the motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.


Representative BERRY of Livermore REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 421

YEA - Ash, Bagley, Baker, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bunker, Canavan, Carr, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Collins, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Cummings, Davis, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Glynn, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Laverriere-Boucher, Ledwin, Lemoine, Lessard, Lundeen, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, McNeil, Michaud, Murphy E, Muse C, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien JA, O'Brien LL, Paradis, Patrick, Peavey, Perry, Pineau, Povich, Quint, Richard, Richardson, Rines, Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Stanley, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tobin D, Tobin J, Tracy, Tuttle, Usher, Volenik, Weston, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Andrews, Annis, Belanger, Berry DP, Bowles, Bruno, Bumps, Chase, Clough, Crabtree, Cressey, Daigle, Duncan, Duprey, Foster, Goodwin, Gooley, Haskell, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, Kasprzak, MacDougall, Madore, McKenney, Mendros, Michael, Morrison, Murphy T, Nass, Nutting, Perkins, Pinkham, Rosen, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Trahan, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Wheeler GJ, Winsor, Young.


ABSENT - Buck, Labrecque, Lovett, Mayo, Mitchell, Muse K, O'Neil, Twomey, Watson.


Yes, 96; No, 46; Absent, 9; Excused, 0.


96 having voted in the affirmative and 46 voted in the negative, with 9 being absent, and accordingly the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report was ACCEPTED.


The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (S-357) was READ by the Clerk and ADOPTED.


Under suspension of the rules the Bill was given its SECOND READING without REFERENCE to the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading.


Under further suspension of the rules the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-357) in NON-CONCURRENCE and sent for concurrence.

_________________________________


The following items were taken up out of order by unanimous consent:

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Committee of Conference

Report of the Committee of Conference on the disagreeing action of the two branches of the Legislature on Bill "An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Municipal Citizen Initiatives and Referenda" (EMERGENCY)

(S.P. 231) (L.D. 796)

has had the same under consideration, and asks leave to report:


That they are UNABLE TO AGREE.


Signed:


Representatives:



McDONOUGH of Portland



TWOMEY of Biddeford



TOBIN of Windham


Senators:



YOUNGBLOOD of Penobscot



MILLS of Somerset



DAGGETT of Kennebec


The Committee of Conference Report was READ and ACCEPTED.  Sent for concurrence.

_________________________________

CONSENT CALENDAR

First Day

In accordance with House Rule 519, the following item appeared on the Consent Calendar for the First Day:


(H.P. 1368) (L.D. 1825) Bill "An Act Providing Funding for the Office of the State Fire Marshal and to Increase Certain Fire Inspection Fees" (EMERGENCY)   Committee on CRIMINAL JUSTICE reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-743)

Under suspension of the rules, Second Day Consent Calendar notification was given.


There being no objection, the House Paper was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended and sent for concurrence.

_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.

_________________________________

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Divided Report

Majority Report of the Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-352) on Bill "An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount of $7,000,000 to Fund Capital Expenses for Applied Technology Centers and Regions"

(S.P. 437) (L.D. 1439)


Signed:


Senators:



GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock



CATHCART of Penobscot


Representatives:



BERRY of Livermore



MAILHOT of Lewiston



TESSIER of Fairfield



BRANNIGAN of Portland



ETNIER of Harpswell



JONES of Greenville



BELANGER of Caribou


Minority Report of the same Committee reporting Ought Not to Pass on same Bill.


Signed:


Senator:



MILLS of Somerset


Representatives:



NASS of Acton



WINSOR of Norway



ROSEN of Bucksport


Came from the Senate with the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-352).


READ.

Representative BERRY of Livermore moved that the House ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  The majority of the Appropriations Committee felt this was an important bill to support the applied technology centers throughout the state.  It is a reasonable level to get new technology into the schools.  We saw some of the applied technology centers, they had some demonstrations in the Hall of Flags a couple of months ago.  Some of the robotics equipment that they need to stay on top of the technology and to stay ahead is not available in many of the schools.  This is a way for them to be able to acquire that equipment.  I hope you will support the motion.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.


Representative NASS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  LD 1439 was opposed by the minority of the Appropriations Committee in an Ought Not to Pass report.  This particular proposal is one of the several that is not recommended by the Chief Executive.  If you look at the wording on the proposal, it provides for renovations and equipment purchases for our vocational technical high schools.  These same schools, at least on the renovation side, are, or should be, renovated like all of the other schools are in the state.  In other words, they get in line.  They are evaluated and they get funded.  If you support this, they are going to be taken out of line.  They are going to go to the head of the line, at least to the extent of $7 million will accomplish.  I think, and the minority thought on this, that these kinds of projects ought to be funded through the school building or renovation process despite the fact that they do a good job and to set up another fund was unnecessary at this time, especially as I have said before, we are trying to hold down our new capital expenditures or bonding expenditures to around $130 million, as opposed to $180 million.  I would urge you to vote against the Majority Ought to Pass Report and support the Ought Not to Pass version.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Hartland, Representative Stedman.


Representative STEDMAN:  Mr. Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative STEDMAN:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Is there a management structure or operational structure difference about the technical centers that would prohibit them from participating in the regular renovation fund?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Hartland, Representative Stedman has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Caribou, Representative Belanger.


Representative BELANGER:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  The Senate Amendment (S-352), which is the amended bill removes renovation from the title and it removes renovation from the entire bill and what is left is applied renovations are changed so that it simply says technology.  This would be to update their equipment and technology, not renovations.


The Chair ordered a division on the motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.


Representative STEDMAN of Hartland REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is acceptance of the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 422

YEA - Andrews, Ash, Bagley, Baker, Belanger, Berry RL, Bliss, Bouffard, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bumps, Bunker, Canavan, Carr, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Cummings, Davis, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Gooley, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Lemoine, Lessard, Lundeen, Madore, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, McNeil, Mendros, Mitchell, Morrison, Murphy E, Muse C, Norbert, O'Brien JA, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Patrick, Perry, Pineau, Povich, Quint, Richard, Richardson, Rines, Savage, Sherman, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Stanley, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tobin J, Tracy, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Weston, Wheeler GJ, Young, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Berry DP, Bowles, Bruno, Chase, Clough, Collins, Crabtree, Cressey, Daigle, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Goodwin, Haskell, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, Kasprzak, Ledwin, MacDougall, McKenney, Michael, Murphy T, Nass, Nutting, Peavey, Perkins, Pinkham, Rosen, Schneider, Shields, Snowe-Mello, Tobin D, Trahan, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Winsor.


ABSENT - Annis, Blanchette, Buck, Duncan, Labrecque, Laverriere-Boucher, Lovett, Mayo, Michaud, Muse K, Norton, Paradis, Watson.


Yes, 100; No, 38; Absent, 13; Excused, 0.


100 having voted in the affirmative and 38 voted in the negative, with 13 being absent, and accordingly the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report was ACCEPTED.


The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (H-352) was READ by the Clerk and ADOPTED.


Under suspension of the rules the Bill was given its SECOND READING without REFERENCE to the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading.


Under further suspension of the rules the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-352) and sent for concurrence.  ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.
_________________________________


Majority Report of the Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-727) on Bill "An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount of $17,200,000 to Construct and Upgrade Water Pollution Control Facilities, to Remove Discharges, to Remediate Municipal Solid Waste Landfills, to Clean up Tire Stockpiles, to Make Drinking Water System Improvements and to Develop Municipal Digital Data Layers and Maps"

(H.P. 1222) (L.D. 1663)


Signed:


Senators:



GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock



CATHCART of Penobscot


Representatives:



BERRY of Livermore



MAILHOT of Lewiston



TESSIER of Fairfield



BRANNIGAN of Portland



ETNIER of Harpswell



JONES of Greenville


Minority Report of the same Committee reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "B" (H-728) on same Bill.


Signed:


Senator:



MILLS of Somerset


Representatives:



NASS of Acton



WINSOR of Norway



BELANGER of Caribou



ROSEN of Bucksport


READ.

Representative BERRY of Livermore moved that the House ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I am going to ask that you give me the belief, I guess, to pass this out so that I may present an amendment that will merge the environmental bond, LD 1663, and also include the agriculture bond, LD 1582, that will reduce the total bond amount of the two.  It had agreement elsewhere in the building.  I hope we can save some debate and allow me to present the amendment.


Representative KASPRZAK of Newport REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is acceptance of the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 423

YEA - Andrews, Ash, Bagley, Baker, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Bowles, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bunker, Canavan, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Collins, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Crabtree, Cummings, Daigle, Davis, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Gooley, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Honey, Hutton, Jacobs, Jodrey, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Ledwin, Lemoine, Lessard, Lundeen, Madore, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McKenney, McLaughlin, McNeil, Michaud, Mitchell, Morrison, Murphy E, Muse C, Norbert, Norton, Nutting, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Peavey, Perry, Pineau, Pinkham, Povich, Quint, Richard, Richardson, Rines, Savage, Sherman, Shields, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Stanley, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tobin D, Tobin J, Tracy, Trahan, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Weston, Wheeler EM, Wheeler GJ, Young, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Belanger, Berry DP, Bruno, Bumps, Carr, Chase, Clough, Cressey, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Goodwin, Haskell, Heidrich, Kasprzak, MacDougall, Mendros, Michael, Murphy T, Nass, O'Brien JA, Perkins, Rosen, Schneider, Snowe-Mello, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Winsor.


ABSENT - Annis, Buck, Dugay, Duncan, Labrecque, Laverriere-Boucher, Lovett, Mayo, Muse K, Watson.


Yes, 113; No, 28; Absent, 10; Excused, 0.


113 having voted in the affirmative and 28 voted in the negative, with 10 being absent, and accordingly the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report was ACCEPTED.


The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (H-727) was READ by the Clerk.


Representative BERRY of Livermore PRESENTED House Amendment "A" (H-745) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-727), which was READ by the Clerk.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  House Amendment "A" is a combination of those that I started to describe earlier.  It is a combination of the agriculture bond and the environmental bond.  The previous Committee Amendment "A" had the environmental bond at a level of $17.2 million and the Majority Report, was a unanimous committee report on the agriculture bond at $4.25 million.  We feel there has been agreement at the other end of the hall that we combine these and we try to reduce the number.  I will start at the beginning on the Environmental Protection Department, the loans to construct and upgrade water pollution control facilities matched by $12.5 million in federal funds.  It is in at $2.5 million and that is the same as the Committee Amendment recommended.  Grants to construct water pollution control facilities and subsidize lower sewer user fees is in at $3.5 million.  The committee recommendation of the original bill is recommended at $5.5 million.  The grants to municipalities, homeowners and businesses to remove overboard discharges is the same at $1 million.  Grants to municipalities through the Small Communities Grants Program is the same at $1.5 million.  Grants to municipalities to remediate solid waste landfills is in at $1 million.  It is reduced from $1.2 million.  The clean up of tire stockpiles to protect the public health and safety and the environment is the same at $500,000.  Under the Department of Human Services grants and loans for public drinking water system improvement is matched by $15.76 million in federal funds is in at the same at $3 million.  The Economic Community Development grants and loans to municipalities for public infrastructure through the Municipal Investment Trust Fund is in at $300,000.  This, in the original bill, asked for $2 million for the smart growth initiative.  The Committee Amendment "A" used that money, the recommended $2 million for the Municipal Investment Trust Fund.  It is a fund that has been set up and has never had funds for it.  In this amendment it is at $300,000.  The Agriculture Food and Rural Resources Department is in for the total amount.  It was $4.25 million for the agriculture bond.  The Nutrient Management Storage Facilities is in at $2 million.  It was at $1.25 million.  The department had recommended shifting some of the monies from the Potato Marketing Improvement Fund.  There are some funds that were intended to be targeted for a specific project that is not necessarily going to happen at this time.  The construction of environmentally sound water sources that help avoid drought damage to crops is in a $700,000 and that was at $1 million.  As I said, the Potato Marketing Improvement Fund is at $1 million.  The total cost of the combined bond is $17 million.  I offer that to you.  I hope you will support the initiatives.  It supports many of our small communities.  I know there are members that will be able to back up the environmental part and will be able to answer those questions specifically.  Mr. Speaker, when the vote is taken, I request a roll call.


The same Representative REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ADOPT House Amendment "A" (H-745) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-727).


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.


Representative NASS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Again, the minority disagrees with the total amount here on the agricultural bond as we dealt with it in committee.  The minority fully supported that $4.25 million proposal.  It is interesting to note that that is on the agriculture side.  That has now been reduced by $550,000 to $3.7 million.  That is that much money under what we supported.  On the environmental bond, as we have in the past, we sought to maximize the potential federal money and voted in support of a bond package here that would have provided for a construction and upgrade of water pollution control facilities at $2.5 million, which would, in fact, bring down $12.5 million of federal money.  The other piece we supported was the grants and loans for public drinking water system improvements at $3 million, which it has drawn down almost $16 million in federal money.  That on the environmental side of things totaled a package of about $5.5 million.  I would urge you vote to defeat the proposed amendment, House Amendment "A".  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Adoption of House Amendment "A" (H-745) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-727).  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 424

YEA - Andrews, Ash, Bagley, Baker, Belanger, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Bowles, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bumps, Bunker, Canavan, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Collins, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Crabtree, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Gooley, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Honey, Hutton, Jacobs, Jodrey, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Ledwin, Lemoine, Lessard, Lundeen, Madore, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, McNeil, Michaud, Mitchell, Morrison, Murphy E, Muse C, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Peavey, Perry, Pineau, Povich, Quint, Richard, Richardson, Rines, Savage, Sherman, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Stanley, Stedman, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Tobin D, Tobin J, Tracy, Trahan, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Weston, Wheeler EM, Wheeler GJ, Young, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Berry DP, Bruno, Carr, Chase, Clough, Cressey, Daigle, Davis, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Goodwin, Haskell, Heidrich, Kasprzak, MacDougall, McKenney, Mendros, Michael, Murphy T, Nass, Nutting, O'Brien JA, Perkins, Pinkham, Rosen, Schneider, Shields, Snowe-Mello, Thomas, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Winsor.


ABSENT - Annis, Buck, Cummings, Dugay, Duncan, Labrecque, Laverriere-Boucher, Lovett, Mayo, Muse K, Watson.


Yes, 107; No, 33; Absent, 11; Excused, 0.


107 having voted in the affirmative and 33 voted in the negative, with 11 being absent, and accordingly House Amendment "A" (H-745) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-727) was ADOPTED.


Committee Amendment "A" (H-727) as Amended by House Amendment "A" (H-745) thereto was ADOPTED.


Under suspension of the rules, the Bill was given its SECOND READING WITHOUT REFERENCE to the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading.


Under further suspension of the rules, the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-727) as Amended by House Amendment "A" (H-745) thereto and sent for concurrence.

_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.

_________________________________


The following items were taken up out of order by unanimous consent:

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Ought to Pass As Amended

Report of the Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS on Bill "An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount of $4,250,000 to Construct New or Retrofit Existing Pollution Control Structures on Maine Farms to Protect the Environment, to Construct Environmentally Sound Water Sources that Help Avoid Drought Damage to Crops, and to Recapitalize the Potato Market Improvement Fund"

(S.P. 493) (L.D. 1582)


Reporting Ought to Pass As Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-359).


Came from the Senate with the Report READ and the Bill and accompanying papers INDEFINITELY POSTPONED.

READ.

The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  This is the other portion of the bond that we just voted on.  As you an see by the action previously mentioned, it is not necessary.  Thank you.


On motion of Representative BERRY of Livermore, the Bill and all accompanying papers were INDEFINITELY POSTPONED in concurrence.

_________________________________

PETITIONS, BILLS AND RESOLVES REQUIRING REFERENCE


Bill "An Act to Fund the Collective Bargaining Agreements and Benefits of Employees Covered by Collective Bargaining and for Certain Employees Excluded from Collective Bargaining" (EMERGENCY)

(H.P. 1381) (L.D. 1829)

Presented by Representative BERRY of Livermore.  (GOVERNOR'S BILL)

Cosponsored by Senator GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock and Representative: NASS of Acton, Senators: CATHCART of Penobscot, MILLS of Somerset.


Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS suggested.


Under suspension of the rules, the Bill was given its FIRST READING WITHOUT REFERENCE to a committee.


Under further suspension of the rules, the Bill was given its SECOND READING WITHOUT REFERENCE to the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading.


Under further suspension of the rules, the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED and sent for concurrence.

_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.

_________________________________

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Divided Report

Eight Members of the Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS report in Report "A" Ought to Pass as amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-354) on Bill "An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount of $20,000,000 to Address the Affordable Housing Crisis in the State"

(S.P. 506) (L.D. 1593)


Signed:


Senators:



GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock



CATHCART of Penobscot


Representatives:



BERRY of Livermore



MAILHOT of Lewiston



TESSIER of Fairfield



BRANNIGAN of Portland



ETNIER of Harpswell



JONES of Greenville


Two Members of the same Committee report in Report "B" Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "B" (S-355) on same Bill.


Signed:


Representatives:



NASS of Acton



ROSEN of Bucksport


One Member of the same Committee reports in Report "C" Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "C" (S-356) on same Bill.


Signed:


Senator:



MILLS of Somerset


Two Members of the same Committee report in Report "D" Ought Not to Pass on same Bill.


Signed:


Representatives:



WINSOR of Norway



BELANGER of Caribou


Came from the Senate with Report "C" OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "C" (S-356).


READ.

Representative BERRY of Livermore moved that the House ACCEPT Report "A" Ought to Pass as Amended.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I move the Majority Ought to Pass Report.  I think it is the right report for the needs of the State of Maine.  It is not the total request.  The total request on this bond was $20 million.  It has been reduced to an amount of $15 million, but it also includes a portion of LD 29, which is a bond that was originally $8 million.  The total price of the Committee Amendment "A" is $15 million.  Ten million dollars of that is part of the affordable housing initiative of LD 1593.  You have seen the bright yellow stickers in the halls and you have heard their needs.  Two million dollars of that $15 million is housing related to domestic violence.  Three million dollars of that is energy conservation measures, a loan fund, which is part of the original $8 million from LD 29.  I think others can speak better to the affordable housing portion.  I want to speak specifically to LD 29 and the $3 million for energy conservation because I believe that this is the $3 million that is going to be in the most trouble in this bond.  I want to tell you a little history.


I served on the task force to study the Low-Income Heating Program over the summer and the Representative from Belmont, Representative Berry, also served on the committee.  We looked 

at ways that we could improve access to LIHEAP money and improve the use of our dollars and to reduce future costs.  In the budget proposal there is a working capital advance that will allow us to pre-buy our LIHEAP so that we can buy fuel so that we can hopefully get fuel cheaper and serve more people with the same money.  The energy and conservation loans, I think, is a way for us to reduce the amount of waste that literally goes out the window.  Instead of pumping the same oil into the same houses year after year, we need to address some of the weatherization.  This is a personal note.  I did my own house this year.  It was a house built in the early '50s.  It is in fairly decent condition.  Oil, I think was about 19 cents and gallon and insulation was fairly expensive.  When I insulated I found I had an R-7 in most of my house, which was very poor and it was installed improperly so I was getting much less than that.  As I said, I thought my house was in fairly decent condition.  I know that some of the houses that we currently serve are in much need of repair.


I know that this portion of this bond is going to see some tough sledding ahead, but I think it is one of those initiatives that we can do to reduce future costs.  We have done major strides in reducing the welfare rolls in that.  The LIHEAP Program in many cases serves mostly working people.  I will leave it at that for now.  Mr. Speaker, if I haven't asked for a roll call, I ask for a roll call when the vote is taken.


The same Representative REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ACCEPT Report "A" Ought to Pass as Amended.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.


Representative NASS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  As you can see, by Supplement 8, there are four reports on this bill.  The Majority Report is in front of us.  This is particularly confusing.  I will only by reference, suggest that you take a look at the Maine State Housing Authority Report that was presented at the public hearing on this bill, which outlined a bunch of segments, I guess, or parts.  For my part, the two parts in the $10 million in Committee Report "B" that I supported consisted of the homeless section at $5 million and additional housing for people with mental health problems at $5 million.  There are other parts.  You have heard descriptions of some of them.  Again, it was our overriding desire to keep the overall cost of this package to within roughly $130 million, not $180 million.  Individually here we may have interest in some of these things.  If you pass all of them, you are up at a level of somewhat over $180 million.  I would love to be able to support all these things.  It is too much money.  In a down economy I think we ought to begin to think about what the voters are going to approve here.  The higher you make this thing, the more tempting it is to kill everything.  Let's be reasonable here.  Earlier today we had a question about what the cost of all this is.  It would be easy to pass all of this stuff.  Unfortunately I didn't have the numbers ready.  In the next biennium we will spend about $165 million in debt service.  Is it related to these things?  Partly they tried to estimate new bonds.  The bond cycle is a long one.  If some additional bonds get approved in November, they get approved by November, they may not go out for up to five years.  Some of the bonds that are going out in a bond issue this month; a $41 million bond issue is going out this month, some of the backward looking tail on those go back three years.  This is very complicated if you are trying to figure out what is happening versus this list that we are trying to get through today.  This isn't free.  In the next biennium we will pay $165 million for debt service, tax afforded bonding.  Keep voting for these things.  After we are done here today, I get one more vote on these in November.  I will probably vote against all of them.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Belmont, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  While serving here in this Legislature for the last three years, I have served on several committees that I felt were extremely valuable that were not the time, and I know I am being very blunt right now, but I intend to be blunt.  Last year the committee I served on, which you had a report given to you earlier in this session on the task force to reduce the burden on home heating costs of low-income households.  This task force took on a piece of material that I believe is extremely important to the people, especially low-income people, in the State of Maine.  I have worked on two major task forces that dealt with these issues.  I lost one, but I would like to win this one.  Mr. Speaker, you and I worked on one for a couple of years and we watched it disappear also.


Here is a case where we actually can do something as far as low-income people and as far as the ability to store petroleum, gas products, other materials and to weatherize and reduce the cost that the other Representative Berry was talking about.  In this case and what we called ourselves, the two Berry Representatives here, both coming from ideologies that are absolutely probably close to opposite, but who have a care for one thing.  That is the welfare of people who need assistance, who have no other source of assistance other than looking at where we can provide this help for people of low income.  We completely agreed with the other two Senators and ourselves and the other members of the committee on the actions that were necessary here for this to become a piece of viable legislation.


The greatest source of storing petroleum in the State of Maine is not the storage tanks in South Portland.  It is not the storage tanks in my district in Searsport.  It is the storage tanks that exist in people's homes in the State of Maine.  That is the largest source in repository of petroleum that we could have available for people.  We are faced with some interesting scenarios that occur in this nation.  Much of them are absolute falsehood.  We brought some of those forward in front of our committee and we attacked those issues.  I think it is important for us all to realize that there are a group of people here that we can help.  We can and have the ability to provide a source of income for oil through the process of LIHEAP much before that federal money might become available in December or January, before it ever filters through our system.  We looked at several ways of being able to do this.  We ended up with this method of being able to do it.  It may surprise many of you, but I support this issue.  I have always supported this issue, knowing for a fact that the greatest repository that we have available is if we can fill oil tanks for people in September, August and be able to do that we gain for the people of the State of Maine.  Not only do we gain there, but we save funding. We save funding because if we can also help insulate homes, ladies and gentlemen, I have homes in my district, don't be too shocked, that still have dirt floors.  This is what we are talking about in some homes.  Some of you have the same situations.  Even in areas where we think things are so nice that MBNA sits and things are lovely, there are still groups of people who sit in situations that are very stressed.


I would make reference to this wonderful film that I can think was very wonderful in depicting what Belfast was like.  Some of you may recall sitting through that long process.  I don't even give it a classification of film.  There are people in all of our communities, ladies and gentlemen, that need this support.  This is one of the places that I am going to differ with my seatmate, because I think it is very, very important for the people.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Acceptance of Report "A" Ought to Pass as Amended Report.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 425

YEA - Andrews, Ash, Bagley, Baker, Berry DP, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Bowles, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bunker, Canavan, Carr, Chase, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Collins, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Cummings, Davis, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Foster, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Glynn, Goodwin, Gooley, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Heidrich, Honey, Hutton, Jacobs, Jodrey, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Ledwin, Lemoine, Lessard, Lundeen, Madore, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McKenney, McLaughlin, McNeil, Mendros, Michael, Michaud, Mitchell, Morrison, Murphy E, Murphy T, Muse C, Norbert, Norton, Nutting, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Peavey, Perkins, Perry, Pineau, Povich, Richard, Richardson, Rines, Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Snowe-Mello, Stanley, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tobin D, Tracy, Trahan, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Weston, Wheeler GJ, Young, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Belanger, Bruno, Bumps, Clough, Crabtree, Cressey, Daigle, Duncan, Duprey, Haskell, Kasprzak, MacDougall, Nass, O'Brien JA, Pinkham, Rosen, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Stedman, Tobin J, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Winsor.


ABSENT - Annis, Buck, Dugay, Green, Labrecque, Laverriere-Boucher, Lovett, Mayo, Muse K, Quint, Watson.


Yes, 115; No, 25; Absent, 11; Excused, 0.


115 having voted in the affirmative and 25 voted in the negative, with 11 being absent, and accordingly Report "A" Ought to Pass as Amended was ACCEPTED.


The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (S-354) was READ by the Clerk and ADOPTED.


Under suspension of the rules the Bill was given its SECOND READING without REFERENCE to the Committee on Bills in the Second Reading.


Under further suspension of the rules the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-354) in NON-CONCURRENCE and sent for concurrence.  ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.
_________________________________

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

Divided Report

Majority Report of the Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS reporting Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-353) on Bill "An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue in the Amount of $7,000,000 to Provide Adequate Facilities for Business Expansion or Relocation in the State"

(S.P. 438) (L.D. 1440)


Signed:


Senators:



GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock



CATHCART of Penobscot


Representatives:



MAILHOT of Lewiston



TESSIER of Fairfield



BRANNIGAN of Portland



ETNIER of Harpswell



JONES of Greenville


Minority Report of the same Committee reporting Ought Not to Pass on same Bill.


Signed:


Senator:



MILLS of Somerset


Representatives:



BERRY of Livermore



NASS of Acton



WINSOR of Norway



BELANGER of Caribou



ROSEN of Bucksport


Came from the Senate with the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-353).


READ.

Representative TESSIER of Fairfield moved that the House ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Fairfield, Representative Tessier.


Representative TESSIER:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Last evening you heard me speak about watching the budget to make sure there was balance.  This was a critical piece to keeping that balance.  Economic development is an area that Maine has to focus on if we are to continue building an economy to replace the maturing industry, textiles, the paper mills and shoe shops, which are closing and moving away or going overseas.  We, in turn, have to have jobs to replace the ones that we have lost.  This bill will allow a bond that will allow the state to build speculative buildings within communities.


I have been involved in economic development for the past seven or eight years.  I am currently chair of the Fairfield Economic Development Corporation.  What I have found is that businesses that wish to come to Maine call in advance to see if there are buildings available to them.  They don't want to come in and build their own buildings.  They are looking for space that they can move into.  They are looking for spaces that they can move into quickly.  They don't want to wait until we get around to building a building for them.  As a result, we have had numerous companies call Fairfield asking if we had a building that they could move into.  They were considering moving their business and we had to say that we don't.  As I think of my county, Somerset County, I could travel all the way from Fairfield to the Canadian border up in Jackman and I would be hard pressed to find one single building that could be used for a company that wanted to come in and set up their business.  Yet, we are one of the poorest counties in the State of Maine.


I think that this same story could be repeated over most of the State of Maine, especially in the rural areas.  If you want to continue to grow Maine's economy, this is a piece that we need to have and I would ask that you would vote for the Ought to Pass.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Acton, Representative Nass.


Representative NASS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I will make one last ditch effort here today.  It would be nice if it was so simple that we build a few speck buildings and they will come, the industry.  Good jobs will come to Maine.  Some of us believe that may be part of it and we have had some success with this, but we live in a climate of high taxes, high regulation, anti-business situations.  I believe that is more important.  Just one other final thing, along with our successes, we have had some failures at speck buildings.  This is high-risk money folks.  We need to look at the list.  We have failed at a couple of these things.  The choice is yours.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Bucksport, Representative Rosen.


Representative ROSEN:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I just ask you to take a breath for a minute and let us take score.  By my calculations we are up to $64 million so far.  If you want to apply the 90 percent rule, which some people feel is still an important guide, other people dismiss it as passé, but the 90 percent rule tells us that we have to stop at $81 million.  We are at $64 million and we haven't seen the big proposals yet.  The big bond proposals are still on the way.  Think about that please as we establish the priorities as we go down through the shopping list.  Thank you.


Representative STEDMAN of Hartland REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to ACCEPT the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Kennebunk, Representative Murphy.


Representative MURPHY:  Mr. Speaker, May I pose a question through the Chair?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative may pose his question.


Representative MURPHY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I am sure that an inventory exists of manufacturing space within the State of Maine, how many square feet.  Does anyone have the current information of the square footage of manufacturing space in this state currently empty or vacant?


The SPEAKER:  The Representative from Kennebunk, Representative Murphy has posed a question through the Chair to anyone who may care to respond.  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Sanford, Representative Bowles.


Representative BOWLES:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I can't give a total answer to the good Representative from Kennebunk, but I can tell you in my community of Sanford, the answer is over 400,000 square feet at the present time.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Fairfield, Representative Tessier.


Representative TESSIER:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I don't have a complete answer as well, but I would suspect that having traveled around the State of Maine quite a bit that the bulk of the space that is available is in the southern part of Maine from the area of Portland south.  We have a whole economy to be looking at, for the entire State of Maine, and this is a critical piece, especially for the northern part of Maine.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Acceptance of the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 426

YEA - Ash, Bagley, Blanchette, Bliss, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Canavan, Carr, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cote, Cummings, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fuller, Gagne, Hatch, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Lemoine, Lessard, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, McGlocklin, McGowan, McLaughlin, Michaud, Morrison, Muse C, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Povich, Quint, Richard, Richardson, Sherman, Simpson, Smith, Stanley, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tobin D, Tracy, Tuttle, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Andrews, Baker, Belanger, Berry DP, Berry RL, Bouffard, Bowles, Bruno, Bull, Bumps, Chase, Clough, Collins, Cowger, Crabtree, Cressey, Daigle, Davis, Duncan, Duprey, Fisher, Foster, Gerzofsky, Glynn, Goodwin, Gooley, Hall, Haskell, Hawes, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, Kasprzak, Ledwin, Lundeen, MacDougall, Madore, McDonough, McKee, McKenney, McNeil, Mendros, Michael, Mitchell, Murphy E, Murphy T, Nass, Nutting, O'Brien JA, Peavey, Perkins, Perry, Pineau, Pinkham, Rines, Rosen, Savage, Schneider, Shields, Skoglund, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Tobin J, Trahan, Treadwell, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Waterhouse, Weston, Wheeler EM, Wheeler GJ, Winsor, Young.


ABSENT - Annis, Buck, Bunker, Dugay, Green, Labrecque, Laverriere-Boucher, Lovett, Mayo, Muse K, Watson.


Yes, 66; No, 74; Absent, 11; Excused, 0.


66 having voted in the affirmative and 74 voted in the negative, with 11 being absent, and accordingly the Majority Ought to Pass as Amended Report was NOT ACCEPTED.


Subsequently, the Minority Ought Not to Pass Report was ACCEPTED in NON-CONCURRENCE and sent for concurrence.  ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.
_________________________________

SENATE PAPERS

Non-Concurrent Matter

Bill "An Act to Make Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government and to Change Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2002 and June 30, 2003" (EMERGENCY)

(H.P. 655) (L.D. 855)


PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-724) AS AMENDED BY HOUSE AMENDMENTS "I" (H-740) AND "J" (H-741) thereto in the House on June 19, 2001.


Came from the Senate PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-724) AS AMENDED BY HOUSE AMENDMENTS "I" (H-740) AND "J" (H-741) AND SENATE AMENDMENTS "D" (S-367) AND "E" (S-368) thereto in NON-CONCURRENCE.

Representative BERRY of Livermore moved that the House RECEDE AND CONCUR.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Raymond, Representative Bruno.


Representative BRUNO:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  It is going to be a long night ahead of us and I will try and be very brief, as much as I hate to hear people say that, I will truly try and be brief.  We started out with a $48 million budget for Part II.  Now we have with these two amendments on there over $80 million and growing.  When you look at the revenue two piece, I think it is Senate Amendment "D", if I remember, that doesn't even begin until November of 2002, with a $5 million tail on it and growing.  We are going to raise taxes so we can give them back to revenue sharing.  Some of this just doesn't make sense to me, from $48 million in absolute half to do to over $80 million now and growing.  We are more than willing to compromise somewhere half way.  We are not stuck in the sand on this.  We are willing to negotiate and compromise.  We have been left out of negotiations once we separated, but $80 million and growing for a Part II that is supposed to be new and expanded programs.  It is unfortunate that we are going to do this.  The structural gap in what is now the majority budget is approaching what we have been criticized for and yet we have no revenue to offset the structural gap in our budget.  I have pretty much voted for a budget all the time up here, but I can't support this one.  We cannot stop the appetite to spend up here.  That is unfortunate.  It is bad for the people of Maine.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Gardiner, Representative Colwell.


Representative COLWELL:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I rise in support of the Recede and Concur motion.  I rise in support of musings from Aroostook County that just came across my desk.  My bags are packed and I would like to stay, but the road is long and I can't delay.  I think it is time that we put this budget to bed.  The Part II Budget that is before you is a good budget.  It meets the needs of the Maine people in a responsible fashion.  It is still inescapable that the minority budget added another $5 million to their structural gap last night.  I guess it is only fitting that by Receding and Concurring we match that $5 million.  There is still a $45 million difference in structural gap and the minority budget is the one that is a wash in red ink here.  I don't think that you can get away from that.  I am not a mathematician, but the two fives are equal.


I guess I am surprised that my good friend the Representative from Raymond, Representative Bruno, suggested that somehow the minority has been left out of negotiations.  I have been in those negotiations and I have been in them with my good friend, Representative Bruno, and my good friend, Representative Schneider.  Indeed the majority has gone so far in involving the minority in the negotiations, as to allow in anticipation of some potential agreement to the majority budget for the minority to prepare a $2 million amendment, which we were prepared to accept.  I am not sure where, indeed we have actually passed it in this budget right now.  I am not sure where you were left out.  I am a little taken aback by that, frankly.


Much has been made about the appetite for spending.  It is true that since 1997 the budget, the spending in the Maine budget has grown by $905 million.  That is true.  Guilty as charged, but $366 million of that $905 million in those four years is increased General Purpose Aid to education, right straight back to your local schools, $366 million.  Three hundred million dollars of that is consumed by a 15.9 percent inflation rate over that same period of time.


I don't really have a speech prepared here, but I am just looking down the list and I am looking at homestead property tax exemptions of $40 million a year.  You can do the math over four years.  I am looking at the Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement Program of $45 million roughly a year and it is growing.  You can do the math there.  Those are both property tax relief.  Of course there is the circuit breaker with about a $20 million a year price tag.  When you talk about increased appetite for spending, $905 million seems like an awful lot of money, but that whole $905 million is almost consumed completely by local aid to schools, state aid to local schools, property tax relief and inflation.  Maybe we can pass a law to do away with inflation, I don't know.  I don't know how you get that $300 million back.


I do rise in support of musings from Aroostook County.  This is a good budget.  It delivers on our promise to our local communities in revenue sharing, revenue sharing too for service center communities, General Purpose Aid to education, $129 million worth of increase on top of the $366 million that I just spoke about in the last four years.  It delivers on prescription drugs.  It delivers on Headstart.  It delivers on combating domestic violence and sexual assault.  It delivers what the people of the State of Maine sent us here to deliver and it keeps that promise that we made.  I would urge my colleagues to support this Recede and Concur motion and do it proudly and let's pick up using some Aroostook County and let's adjourn this Legislature.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.


Representative NASS of Acton REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to RECEDE AND CONCUR.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is to Recede and Concur.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 427

YEA - Andrews, Ash, Baker, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bunker, Canavan, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Cummings, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Lemoine, Lessard, Lundeen, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, Michaud, Mitchell, Muse C, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Perry, Pineau, Quint, Richard, Richardson, Rines, Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Stanley, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Belanger, Berry DP, Bowles, Bruno, Bumps, Carr, Chase, Clough, Collins, Crabtree, Cressey, Daigle, Davis, Duncan, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Gooley, Haskell, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, Kasprzak, Ledwin, MacDougall, Madore, McKenney, McNeil, Mendros, Michael, Morrison, Murphy E, Murphy T, Nass, Nutting, O'Brien JA, Perkins, Pinkham, Povich, Rosen, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Sullivan, Tobin D, Tobin J, Tracy, Trahan, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Weston, Wheeler EM, Winsor, Young.


ABSENT - Annis, Bagley, Buck, Goodwin, Labrecque, Laverriere-Boucher, Lovett, Mayo, Muse K, Peavey, Watson, Wheeler GJ.


Yes, 83; No, 56; Absent, 12; Excused, 0.


83 having voted in the affirmative and 56 voted in the negative, with 12 being absent, and accordingly the House voted to RECEDE AND CONCUR.
_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.

_________________________________

ENACTORS

Emergency Measure

An Act to Amend the Maine Health Data Organization Laws

(S.P. 395) (L.D. 1310)
(S. "B" S-362 to C. "B" S-348)


Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.  This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.  122 voted in favor of the same and 13 against, and accordingly the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENACTED, signed by the Speaker and sent to the Senate.

_________________________________


By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.

_________________________________

ENACTORS

Emergency Measure

An Act to Make Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government and to Change Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2001, June 30, 2002 and June 30, 2003

(H.P. 655) (L.D. 855)
(H. "I" H-740, H. "J" H-741, S. "D" S-367, and S. "E" S-368 to C. "A" H-724)


Reported by the Committee on Engrossed Bills as truly and strictly engrossed.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry.


Representative BERRY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Here we are.  I hope that this is our final enactment.  I remain optimistic.  I know there are many things said for me not to be optimistic.  I hope that people will see the importance of passing a two-thirds budget, a budget that will be enacted immediately.  There are many responsibilities that come with this job and this issue of the budget.  They are responsibilities that I think most of us take quite seriously.  We will have our disagreements on areas.  I think we have had a great deal of agreement on what is important and what absolutely has to be done.  I am not sure when this became the norm that it is okay to do majority budgets.  That is certainly likely if this doesn't pass by two-thirds.  I don't see where people gain by that.  I don't see where the people of Maine gain by that.  If we have negotiated in good faith with people, we have certainly had the make up of this Legislature that requires that.  There were many implications of not passing a two-thirds budget, implications in mental health, corrections, implications of reduced revenues.  Some probably won't mind that so much as the revenues will be there, but there will be adjustments.  There will be adjustments to this package.  I would expect that maybe there may be career center layoffs.  We will be able to say, some of us will be able to say, that we protected liquor store employees jobs and we will see some career center layoffs.  There may be layoffs.  They may be temporary, but they will be there.


I think it is more important that we show the people of Maine that we can work together and have a two-thirds budget.  I don't expect everybody in this chamber to vote for this.  I have seen many times where that won't happen regardless.


Some of the implications, I will be a little more specific, I have a document from the Bureau of the Budget.  It is quite a long document, but I think it is important that everybody in this chamber hears this.  This is the result from the delayed start up of some of our important program efforts.  The funding of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy operational costs will be delayed.  These funds will include essential operating costs, such as custodial support, heat and utilities, supplies and etc.  The lack of which may jeopardize operation of the new facilities for the training of statewide law enforcement personnel.  These positions are in this Part II Budget package.  They are part of the plan of establishing the new Criminal Justice Academy and operating in a way that will be maintained properly.


There are critical capital improvement projects that will be delayed, Greenville hanger is one, the health environmental testing lab in the Bureau of Health, the Down East Correctional Facility Plan and the BMHI upgrades.  The health and environmental testing laboratory building at the Department of Human Services over 30 years old is in serious need of renovation to provide safe working conditions for laboratory employees.  Any delay in renovations puts laboratory employees at continued risk and renovations of the third floor of the F Building at the former Prerelease Center at BMHI are essential to provide safe working conditions for state employees.  Another item is a delay in funding of an Assistant Attorney General for the Department of Labor cases may result in a loss of general fund revenue.  An Assistant Attorney General currently funded in the other special revenue fund account may be able to continue this effort with no loss of general fund revenue, however, that approach is not fully assured.  The Governor Baxter School for the Deaf will experience a delay in school approval and implementation of improved student support.  The extension of the park's season will not occur along with the loss of general fund revenue estimated at $100,000.  Without the corresponding position extensions, year-end maintenance at the parks will be deferred, possibly at greater expense.  Delayed funding of the northern Maine juvenile facility operational support will occur.  This funding is an integral part of the transition to new corrections facilities by accommodating the increase in juvenile residents from 40 to 140, including treatment services for these committed juveniles.  Continuation of the Maine Youth Center and the Northern Maine Juvenile Facility Learning for Life Program will be postponed.  The program provides juvenile residents with basic vocational and academic education to prepare for re-entry into the public school system or the work force.


The Career Centers in the Department of Labor are experiencing a significant loss of federal funds.  These federal funds are received on a state fiscal year basis.  The Department of Labor may be able to charge federal funds for three months and credit expenditures when the bill becomes effective, the delay may still result in temporary layoff as many as 20 employees.  Twenty-two positions for the community consent decree will be delayed with a loss of general fund revenue estimated at $250,000.  In addition to the loss of general fund revenue, the Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation Substance Abuse Services will experience a serious delay in meeting the requirements of the community consent decree and community mental retardation.  Serious delays will result in addressing the court masters issues, especially with regard to caseload and case management for adults with mental retardation.


Two positions in Emergency Medical Services, Department of Public Safety, will be in jeopardy due to a loss of federal block grant funds.  Federal block grant funds are received from the Department of Human Services on a state fiscal year basis.  While the Department of Public Safety may be able to carry position costs in other special revenue accounts or receive an advance of federal block grants from the Department of Human Services, the delay may result in a temporary layoff of two employees.  Carrying language that allows the Department of Corrections to carry forward overtime funds from FY 01 to FY 02 for staff training cannot be legally implemented.  Without these funds the Department of Corrections will be unable to carry out the training necessary for new staff roles and responsibilities resulting from the transition to new correctional facilities.  The amounts and facilities affected are shown below.  They are listed.  There is the Maine Youth Center, the Maine State Prison, the Northern Maine Juvenile Facility and the Maine Correctional Center.  These are items that we, I say the committee, the Governor recommended and the department requested that we have appropriated in the previous Legislature and because the plan at that point where they had done their training, but they will be soon.  They will need this money.  This is not new spending.  This is allowing them to carry this over.  They need to be able to do that soon.  This training, many people I know during this process tried to take this money, they saw this as easy money to grab.  I think it is part of our continued efforts to follow through 

with the plan.  So many times we are criticized for stopping short of falling through and completing a plan.  Never mind the criticisms we get for not having a plan at times.  There are some major things we have done.  We have developed a plan.  We have implemented them, but we have stopped short.  This will interrupt that.


I work shift work myself.  You can't expect people who work shift work to just not have extra expense to do training.  You have got to have people that are going to stay over shifts.  It has to be there to allow this to happen.  People aren't going to work for free.  I think it is important that I explain that to you.  I think when we pass the majority budgets, I think it leads to a shuffle of paperwork really that is unnecessary.  You really tend to end up at the same place.  Some people that know there are items in the budget that they like that they have worked for, they have fought for, for the past six months and much before that.  I know there are some items that take two or three sessions to reach to a point where they will receive passage.  If it is a funding items, what we are discussing here today is that much more difficult.


I hope that the members of this body will see that there are some things here that each of us would not care to see in this package, but being a body of 186 members certainly with very broad backgrounds.  We have seen the four caucuses, certainly, striving for different directions.  It has been one of the most difficult things that I have seen to receive the agreement that we have.  I know I have dragged this on quite a lot.  My three-minute speech has gone way over, I know.


The other thing, I think there are people that expect that there is just a quick plan to back this up if this doesn't pass.  I hope you don't vote against this with that thought.  If we want to through this into the hands of one or two people to sort it out and be satisfied with that, I think that is something that can happen.  If it is something that you expect to go back to committee, I think that we know that we are supposed to be out of here tomorrow.  I have a vacation next week and I would hate to spend it here.  I love you all.  I will miss you when I am gone too.  I will just finish and ask that you seriously consider giving your support at this time and not waiting for possibly an opportunity that may not exist.  Thank you.


Representative NASS of Acton REQUESTED a roll call on PASSAGE TO BE ENACTED.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Millinocket, Representative Clark.


Representative CLARK:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I don't get up that often to talk about any budget items that we have before us.  I am kind of torn between both sides.  Earlier today we heard about higher education.  We need higher education in the state to keep our kids in the state without going out of state.  That may be true, but the only way to keep them in the state is if they have jobs in the State of Maine.  We can educate our kids as much as we want, PhDs or whatever, but they are not going to stay in the state if they don't have the jobs.  I am here representing the people of District 140.  I am not representing myself.  What we have to do as a whole body is represent the people of the State of Maine, not anybody's special interests or anything else.  When people elect us here in November, after the Election Day, they don't care what party you are.  They don't care if you are a Democrat, Republic or Independent.  They want you to work together and come up with a consensus for what is best for the whole State of Maine.  They don't care if it is a Republican tax plan, Democrat tax plan or whatever.  They want you to work together.


Earlier, in the last couple of weeks, I had people come up to me and say that I have voted against the budget every time that I have been here.  Ladies and gentlemen, I have been here for five years and this is the first time that I have ever voted against the budget.  I go back home.  I am a working person back home.  I work in the mill.  Some people might laugh about that, but I do work.  I work in the mill.  When I am down here, I don't get paid like anybody else.  The only time that I get paid is when I go and I work in the mill, usually on the weekends to survive.


Earlier this evening we talked about a 15.9 percent inflationary rate.  Ordinary working men and people don't get cost of living adjustments, ladies and gentlemen.  They don't.  If they do, I would like to have that job.  We talk about taxes.  When are we going to stop?  The only thing that I can talk about is my personal experience.  About 150 miles north of here is Millinocket.  We have a paper mill, which is only a one industry town.  We have been through a strike in 1978.  This year we are celebrating our centennial or 100th birthday.  We have had five different owners of the mill.  With the last buyer we had to take considerable concessions, health insurance, pay freeze for six years.  It is all part of corporate America.  How can the normal working men and women survive with these increases day in and day out?  We raise it on registrations.  We raise it on inspections.  We raise it on cigarettes and alcohol.  I don't smoke.  I have never touched a cigarette in my life.  I am afraid if we keep on doing this, the well is going to run dry.


I am not sure if I am going to vote for this yet.  I voted for the Recede and Concur because I like part of the things to do with the municipalities.  Education, SAD 25, Representative Landry and myself represent that district.  We are going to lose close to $57,000.  They can't lose anymore, ladies and gentlemen.  I know how the Representative from South Portland, Representatives Muse, Glynn and Bliss feel.  They can't lose any more.  We have to do something.  We are sent here to have the people behind this, to do their dirty work.  We are here to get together, come to a consensus.  A lot of people know me.  I don't care if you are a Democrat or a Republican as long as we get the job done.  Maybe I am just up here babbling.  I am not sure, but I have to get some of these things off my chest.  We have to start listening to the rank and file on both sides because they have good ideas.


We are talking about term limits.  These freshmen, they haven't seen nothing.  Here we are June 19th at 10:00 in the evening.  I told my employer I was going to out of here two months ago.  I am still here.  I hope I don't spend my honeymoon here.  Like my seatmate just said, a divorce will follow.  Ladies and gentlemen, another thing I hear quite often, all the time, let's do the right thing.  Ladies and gentlemen, 99.9 percent of the time when you say that, it is the wrong thing.  We have to do what is right for everybody, not for special interest or anything else.  They don't pay my way.  I don't pay their way.  You work for your own.  I am still undecided on this vote, ladies and gentlemen, and I certainly don't want to be here in August.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Gardiner, Representative Colwell.


Representative COLWELL:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I am going to be short and to the point.  I just want this body to know that we, in this corner and the democratic side of the House, are absolutely committed to walking down the road with our Republican colleagues in a bipartisan vote on this budget that will get the job done for the people of the State of Maine.  We have done this all session.  We have worked together.  We have involved the minority.  The minority has involved the majority.  We have been one body here.  Two months ago one evening we cast a proud vote and we cast that vote for the Part I Budget and we did it together and we did it in the name of responsible government and at that time we were together and we knew we were doing the right thing.  We voted 

that night to meet the needs of the people of the State of Maine in a responsible fashion with ongoing, sustainable revenues that we could count on.  We knew we would be able to meet our commitment to sending money back to the local schools.


Part of the problem, I think, is that every individual Representative here does represent a different district.  They represent districts with different property values and different abilities to raise money for education, but the simple fact, the irrefutable truth is that there is $129 million new extra dollars for local schools in this budget.  The simple irrefutable truth is, as I said before, the last four years it has been $366 million of new spending for education.  We are committed in this corner to a two-thirds bipartisan budget.  We have been doing it all year, working with our colleagues on the other side of the aisle.  We want to keep doing that.  I think from what I have heard tonight is that somehow the magic number that on that faithful April night was $68 million that we voted for, 33 members from the other side of the aisle voted to support $68 million in new revenues and new taxes.  We over here supported it, not because we wanted to raise taxes, but because we knew in order to meet our commitment to the people of Maine and to be able to write that check for General Purpose Aid to education, write that $200 million a year check for prescription drugs for the elderly, the mentally ill, the mentally retarded, to meet that and write that check for the consent decree to come in compliance with the law at AMHI, we knew we had to do it with sustainable revenues.


I have heard from some of my colleagues that $37 million is now the responsible level of new revenues and new taxes, however you want to say it.  That is $30 million less than what was responsible for two months ago.  I guess what you have got to do is you have to think about what that means.  Below that $37 million line you are cutting out any commitment we might make to combating domestic violence and sexual assault in this state.  You are cutting out nine positions for new prison guards.  You are cutting out money to operate the Charleston Correction Facility and the Down East Correction Facility.  You are cutting out money to fight foot and mouth disease.  These are all new positions.  This is growth in government, but I guess I have to say for me that I guess we are faced with perhaps an epidemic of foot and mouth disease.  Maybe we are overreacting, but you know what, if we don't act proactively and we end up ending the dairy industry in the state because we were afraid to go below that $37 million line, I think we are going to have whole lot to answer for.  We are cutting out, if we don't go below that $37 million line, funding for the Magnet School.  We are cutting out $2 million of investment in biomedical research that will bring in 250 new jobs and maybe $100 million of federal matching funds.  We are cutting out funding for breast and cervical cancer screening for women.  We are cutting out wage parity for dentists and hygienists.  We are cutting out crisis services for children with mental retardation and autism.  There are real costs.  There are real people associated with these lines.  This isn't some number game.  This is people.  This is their lives.  This is the dairy industry.  This is our correctional facility.  This is real stuff.  The people of Maine send us here to solve real problems and to do it in a responsible and sustainable way.


If we stop at that $37 million figure, we are looking at cutting 18 caseworkers for child welfare.  Those 187 caseworkers, no matter how you want to look at it, we have a crisis in the child protective system in this state.  We have a crisis.  We need those 18 caseworkers, but if we don't step up to the plate and support his budget in a bipartisan way, we are not going to get that.  We are not going to get civil rights teams to fight hatred and bigotry and terrible, terrible hate crimes.  I want to do the right thing.  I want to walk down the aisle and walk down the road with our Republican colleagues like we did on that night when we knew we were doing the right thing and every newspaper in this state editorialized on how responsible the House of Representatives were in stepping up to the plate and doing the people's business in a responsible, sustainable manner.  We did that.  We did it together, Republicans and Democrats.  I want to do that again tonight.  If we can't, I am going to Labrador fishing.  I am not going to be here the end of July.  We will find a way to pass a budget.  We want to do it with our Republican colleagues.  We want to keep working together.  This is a good budget.  It meets the needs of the people of Maine.  We have to get below that line so that we can take care of foot and mouth and we can get those 18 child protective caseworkers.


I urge my friends on the other side of the aisle.  I urge my colleagues on this side of the aisle, let's send a strong message.  Let's pass this Part II Budget.  It is a good budget.  Let's adjourn this Legislature.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Penobscot, Representative Perkins.


Representative PERKINS:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  Earlier today, or maybe yesterday, I said I wish there was a way that we could signify that we hadn't made up our minds yet.  I haven't been able to figure it out yet, but we know there is at least one person in this room who has not made up his mind.  Therefore, I kind of feel like the camp meeting preacher who says there is one sinner in the room, therefore, I am going to preach to that person.  The good Representative from Millinocket, he gave a great speech.  It was right from the heart.  I know it is a difficult decision for him.  The previous speaker, Representative Colwell, mentioned that these are real people.  Representative Clark was talking about real people too that have to pay the taxes that support all of these wonderful programs.  They are all wonderful, these new positions.  They are all needed and wanted, but the people out in the rural areas, at least, are burdened with the taxes.  These are real people.  Since I have been here, this is the seventh year that the budget has gone from $3.2 billion to $5.2 billion.  Perhaps a fourth of that, half a billion dollars of that increase is to make up for the misery of the early '90s and all the gimmicks and all of the shuffling around of money to make up for that real black time.  There is a billion and a half dollars of true increase in those years.  That impacts the people out where a lot of us live.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Old Town, Representative Dunlap.


Representative DUNLAP:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  After listening to my friend and fellow committee member, the Representative from Millinocket, Representative Clark, reminded me of a few things that I have thought of throughout this process.  It brings to mind what I thought I might do when I came to the Legislature as a first term Representative and how I feel about the experience today.  I think that if I can get a sense out of people's anger in the room, it is that time of the year.  Once again, we will all go home with dry mouths and sore necks and we will all hate each other.  At the end of the day, it really matters what you accomplish for your neighbors and your friends around the state as well as at home.  I think that if I had thought I would get half the ideas I proposed passed into law and didn't, I would be profoundly disappointed.  It is a testimony to my staying power that half of the ideas that I put forward that were laughed at didn't keep me from running for office again.  I think looking at this particular budget and what it embodies is a whole host of really fine ideas and addresses a lot of unmet needs among our citizenry.  It is hard to gauge exactly what that impact would be if those needs were not met.  I think it tends to sort of grow.  We talk about the growing budget over time and raising taxes over time and those are all fairly valid arguments on 

their face, but I don't think we have spent beyond our means by any stretch of the imagination.  We have not raised taxes.  To the contrary, we have cut them a significant amount.  I think it is a testimony to the economic engine of the State of Maine that the services that we have talked about and argued about have grown at the rate they have in spite of having cut taxes as much as we have.  When we talk about raising taxes, I didn't go door to door either saying I am Matt Dunlap, I will raise your taxes.  It wouldn't have been a popular slogan anyway.  What I did find from people when the discussion of taxes came up was not so much that people were angry about taxes or were afraid that their taxes were going to go up, they really wanted their tax dollars to be spent well.  Thinking about the small things in this Part II Budget, which I believe is all money well spent.  


I am reminded of a text, which I was forced as a student to read by Thoreau for those of you who don't have a factious professor who insisted on certain pronunciations called the Maine Woods.  I do not recommend it.  It is a terrible boring read.  However, there was the passage in there that I think about now in the 1850s, Thoreau came to Maine several times and he commented how in the remote wilderness one could find water troughs for one's horse in the middle of nowhere.  It came to pass that he discovered that it was an act of the Legislature that would pay individuals $5 a year for the purpose of maintaining water troughs.  What a wonderful idea that was, he commented.  Why hadn't others thought of that in other rural states?  Whose bill it was is anybody's guess.  It may have been a light night floor amendment to the budget.  Who knows?  Nonetheless, it was a good idea.  It lives in history.  I think that we have no idea what good ideas we jeopardize by not voting for the pending motion.  With that in mind, thinking of not so much the concerns that we have in here right now about what we are going to take out of here, talking about whether we raise taxes or spend too much money, I think it is better to look at the document as it is, which is a work of the people and for the people, to help the people step boldly into the future.  I would urge your support for the pending motion.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Biddeford, Representative Twomey.


Representative TWOMEY:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I was not going to rise, but I think it is time for a little love.  I have heard about hating each other when we go home.  I am not going to hate you.  Hate is a terrible word.  I am not here to do the people's dirty work.  I am doing great work.  I am proud of the work I do.  It is not dirty work.  It was quite a while ago when I had my last son, many years ago, but this is almost like labor.  I feel like I am delivering a baby.  This whole process reminds me of this.  Let's get real.  There are a lot of things that I don't like.  I am a liberal and I am proud of it.  I make no bones about it.  I am to the left and I make no bones about it.  I am proud of it.  Three hundred and fifty some odd million dollars for BETR, for tax exemptions for business and if I had my way, I would go for that BETR Program right away.  I am in the caucus and I am saying, why can't we touch that?  Why is that such a sacred cow?  We have to give something.  We have to give and take.  There are things in here that we don't like, every one of us.  We have to swallow hard and sometimes we have to just pinch our nose.  This is the first time I am supporting this budget.  This is our third budget and I am going to support it because I have learned something.  I have learned something.  You can't get it all.  You can't make everyone happy.  I can go home.  I don't care if I ever get reelected again, I can defend this.  Healthy funds for Maine people, drugs for my seniors, your seniors.  I can defend this.  There is the BETR Program for those businesses.  There is something for everyone.  Let's not talk about hate or doing the people's dirty work.  Let's be proud.  Let's stand up and say, look, we delivered this baby.  It was a labor of just giving in sometimes, looking the other way.  We try to say the right things.  We tried to have leadership listen to us.  I think that on a whole they did.  I am going to give them that.  Come on, let's get together.  Let's do this.  I feel like a cheerleader here.  Let's not talk about hate.  Let's get this over with.  Let's do the right thing.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Augusta, Representative O'Brien.


Representative O'BRIEN:  Mr. Speaker, Colleagues of the House.  I certainly wasn't going to get up and speak to this, especially at this late hour.  I really lose it after 9:00, but the more that people are reading what isn't in the budget, but more specifically what is in the budget, I am looking at this sheet.  I am seeing some things in here that disturb me very much, I must say.  There are some things in here that our committee, the Health and Human Services Committee, did not support.  Why they are in here supported at the level that we did not support, I am quite upset about and I really need some explanation.  I think it is going to take a lot more explanation and a lot more time to explain it then before we vote.  I guess I am staying where I am.  I am very concerned about this.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from South Portland, Representative Muse.


Representative MUSE:  Mr. Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  My friend and row mate spoke about hearing about all sorts of ugly things and hate.  I want to remind everybody that we heard about a lot of love too.  Representative Berry loves us all.  We have another Representative that is going to honeymoon in the building.  Representative Twomey is giving birth to a baby.  It is quite a night we are having.  I have more than my fair share of disagreements with what this budget doesn't have.  I am not going to stand up and sing the sad South Portland song again.  I think everybody here knows the lyrics by now.  There is going to be a lot of other people singing sad songs too, because there is a lot that is not in this budget.  I think it is safe to say that the South Portland delegation has stood loud and united.  I am delighted to say that I served with Representative Bliss and Representative Glynn and how we have stood together to try and bring home a little extra bacon.  I think there was a hen involved in there somewhere too with Representative Glynn.  We fought hard to bring back some more money for our schools.  Other people in the last day and a half have fought hard for those individual items in the budget.  Those individual items that mattered most to their individual district.  We fought the fight and I guess most of us lost.


At the same time, I believe we all win as well.  There is a lot of good in the budget.  I said it before.  I don't know how the men and woman that serve on Appropriations do it.  I don't know why they do it.  I think I would run if somebody ever suggested that I get appointed to serve on that committee.  Representative Berry has worked hard on this all year long.  I know he has.  I owe him a great deal.  The mere mention of his name, I think, saved my life a couple of years ago.  That is a whole different story that I won't go into, but it did.  I think the time has come now to say that I fought the fight for my district, now I am going to win the battle for the state.  We need to pass this.  We need to move on.  We need to go home and come back and fight again together.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Limestone, Representative Young.


Representative YOUNG:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I am sure you can imagine how hard it must be for a first-termer to agonize through a night like this not knowing if I am making the right decision or should I be voting for the budget.  I would like to tell you, you are telling us to do the

 right thing for the Maine people.  I live in a small community.  While campaigning, I met an elderly couple and I believe they came from Madawaska or Fort Kent.  They now live in subsided lodging.  They are very poor.  They don't own a car.  He smokes.  He collects bottles at 5:30 in the morning to pay for this smoking habit.  There is no way, no matter how high you put a package of cigarettes, he is going to stop.  When we go home on the weekend, we take any soda bottles or anything that we have had during the week and we leave them out by a tree on our lawn so that when he goes by at 5:30 in the morning on the weekend, he picks up these bottles.  I have often thought, and I will during the summer months, maybe put a dollar bill or something on those bottles to help him out.  To me, raising taxes where we are already the highest tax burdened state in the United States is not really right, not to finance new programs.  I just wanted to let you know how I feel about this.  Thank you Mr. Speaker.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Baileyville, Representative Morrison.


Representative MORRISON:  Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I would like to second the fine Representative from Limestone, Representative Young.  As a new freshman legislator you do agonize over budgets, as you should.  You are spending money, somebody else's money.  I just want to make one suggestion.  I had a problem with it right from the start and I guess I mentioned it already.  I see one glitch and I am not even on Appropriations.  People on Appropriations certainly know the details on this budget better than I do and should be able to work out those glitches.  There is one that sticks out there and I still can't understand why it is in there, playing politics with the liquor store business.  We are going to close eight and then we are going to close six.  Somebody is going to make that choice.  You are going to leave 13 open, I guess.  I really don't understand why.  There is $3 million hanging right out there if you can get to it.  There are three different Governors and three different parties recommending closing those stores and having the state get out of the retail liquor store business.  Why we are still in it, I don't know?  There is $3 million right there.  I don't know if there is any other money that can be picked up in there, but this is me and I am not even on Appropriations and I can pick up $3 million just like that.  The money is in there to retrain these people like we do in other jobs in the private sector so they can get other employment.  Let's do it, as one example.  Thank you.


The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative from Greenville, Representative Jones.


Representative JONES:  Mr. Speaker, Distinguished Members of the House.  I want to talk about the entire State of Maine and I also want to go down through some of the areas that the good Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry, went over.  I want to talk about jobs.  I want to talk about commitments.  I want to talk about the 118th and the 119th Legislatures.


If you review the list, at the very top you have the Maine Criminal Justice Academy.  This began in the 117th Legislature.  This was a commitment that that Legislature made and the next Legislature made and now we are facing the reality that we are not going to keep the promises and commitments that we make.  I have gotten a lot of teasing from my fellow colleagues on Appropriations about the Greenville hanger.  It truly isn't the Greenville hanger.  It did come from the administration.  I am delighted that it was put in and as a new freshman on Appropriations and realizing that this is a rescue and safety facility owned by Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and how critical this is for rural Maine and those rescue efforts.  The Down East Correctional Facility Plant, 100 positions in Washington County.  It is another commitment made in the 118th and the 119th Legislature.  The health and safety issues in the Hetsell Building.  The Governor Baxter School for the Deaf, do we really want any school in this state, whether it is in our district, where it is our most vulnerable students, to not be in a school that is accredited?  Has anybody been to the parks recently?  Probably not, because they have been here.  I happen to live in an area where we have pristine bodies of water and a beautiful park called Lily Bay State Park.  I received a number of complaints from my constituents.  I went with my digital camera to this park.  I can't begin to tell you the shape that this park is in and what kind of flag does it show for the rest of the parks in our state.  The dock systems were built in the 1960s and have been band aided together ever since to the point they are no longer docks.


The Northern Maine Juvenile Facility in the 117th and the 118th and the 119th sits on top of Charleston Hill.  I don't want our youths to remain in facilities.  I want them out of those facilities and back into our communities and back with their families.  We are talking about not being able to be give them the treatment services that we gave the commitment to in the 117th, 118th, 119th and the 120th.


We also promised that we would no longer house people in these facilities.  Corrections isn't a very happy item to talk about in this state.  It is not popular to fund, but it is very, very expensive.  For once, we are going to be able to have a program that will teach these students in these facilities how to be productive citizens once they are out of these facilities.


I am sure as it is in my area of the state and other areas of the state as I do travel extensively.  I have had the fortune of living in Portland for a number of years and also in Piscataquis County.  We have a real issue with skilled labor.  We are talking about significant cuts from DC that will affect our career centers.  EMS, we are a very rural state.  We have had a sentiment, my seatmate, Representative Bagley, who was actually saved by Life Flight.  We are talking about emergency medical services.


I just wanted to highlight on a personal level how I am feeling about this budget and the necessity to move on and to vote for this.  I understand pretty clearly what it is like to live in the largest county, outside of Aroostook County, with 18,000 people, mostly elderly.  Our manufacturing jobs are leaving.  We are not near I-95.  Greenville, for the first time ever, has a 13.2 percent unemployment level in the month of May.  Believe me, I am quite sensitive as an Appropriation member and as a member of this body the issues that we are facing.  I will be supporting this budget and I ask you to do the same.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is Enactment.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.


This being an emergency measure, a two-thirds vote of all the members elected to the House being necessary, a total was taken.

ROLL CALL NO. 428

YEA - Andrews, Ash, Baker, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bunker, Canavan, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Cote, Cowger, Cummings, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Laverriere-Boucher, Lemoine, Lessard, Lundeen, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, Michaud, Mitchell, Muse C, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Perry, Pineau, Quint, Richard, Richardson, Rines, Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Stanley, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Belanger, Berry DP, Bowles, Bruno, Bumps, Carr, Chase, Clough, Collins, Colwell, Crabtree, Cressey, Daigle,

 Davis, Duncan, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Gooley, Haskell, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, Kasprzak, Ledwin, MacDougall, Madore, McKenney, McNeil, Mendros, Michael, Morrison, Murphy E, Murphy T, Muse K, Nass, Nutting, O'Brien JA, Perkins, Pinkham, Povich, Rosen, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Sullivan, Tobin D, Tobin J, Tracy, Trahan, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Weston, Wheeler EM, Wheeler GJ, Winsor, Young.


ABSENT - Annis, Bagley, Buck, Goodwin, Labrecque, Lovett, Mayo, Peavey, Watson.


Yes, 83; No, 59; Absent, 9; Excused, 0.


83 having voted in the affirmative and 59 voted in the negative, with 9 being absent, and accordingly the Bill FAILED PASSAGE TO BE ENACTED.


Representative COLWELL of Gardiner moved that the House RECONSIDER its action whereby the Bill FAILED PASSAGE TO BE ENACTED.


The same Representative moved that the Bill be TABLED until later in today's session pending his motion to RECONSIDER whereby the Bill FAILED PASSAGE TO BE ENACTED.


Representative BRUNO of Raymond REQUESTED a roll call on the motion to TABLE.


More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a desire for a roll call which was ordered.


The SPEAKER:  A roll call has been ordered.  The pending question before the House is to Table.  All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no.

ROLL CALL NO. 429

YEA - Ash, Baker, Berry RL, Blanchette, Bliss, Bouffard, Brannigan, Brooks, Bryant, Bull, Bunker, Canavan, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cote, Cowger, Cummings, Desmond, Dorr, Dudley, Dugay, Dunlap, Duplessie, Estes, Etnier, Fisher, Fuller, Gagne, Gerzofsky, Green, Hall, Hatch, Hawes, Hutton, Jacobs, Jones, Kane, Koffman, Landry, LaVerdiere, Laverriere-Boucher, Lemoine, Lessard, Lundeen, Mailhot, Marley, Marrache, Matthews, McDonough, McGlocklin, McGowan, McKee, McLaughlin, Michaud, Mitchell, Muse C, Norbert, Norton, O'Brien LL, O'Neil, Paradis, Patrick, Perkins, Perry, Pineau, Povich, Quint, Richard, Richardson, Rines, Savage, Simpson, Skoglund, Smith, Stanley, Sullivan, Tarazewich, Tessier, Thomas, Tracy, Tuttle, Twomey, Usher, Volenik, Wheeler GJ, Mr. Speaker.


NAY - Andrews, Belanger, Berry DP, Bowles, Bruno, Bumps, Carr, Chase, Clough, Collins, Crabtree, Cressey, Daigle, Davis, Duncan, Duprey, Foster, Glynn, Gooley, Haskell, Heidrich, Honey, Jodrey, Kasprzak, Ledwin, MacDougall, Madore, McKenney, McNeil, Mendros, Michael, Morrison, Murphy E, Murphy T, Muse K, Nass, Nutting, O'Brien JA, Pinkham, Rosen, Schneider, Sherman, Shields, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Tobin D, Tobin J, Trahan, Treadwell, Waterhouse, Weston, Wheeler EM, Winsor, Young.


ABSENT - Annis, Bagley, Buck, Goodwin, Labrecque, Lovett, Mayo, Peavey, Watson.


Yes, 88; No, 54; Absent, 9; Excused, 0.


88 having voted in the affirmative and 54 voted in the negative, with 9 being absent, and accordingly the Bill was TABLED pending the motion of Representative COLWELL of Gardiner to RECONSIDER whereby the Bill FAILED PASSAGE TO BE ENACTED and later today assigned.

_________________________________


On motion of Representative PATRICK of Rumford, the House adjourned at 10:40 p.m., until 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, June 20, 2001 in honor and lasting tribute to Dr. Edward Martin, of Rumford.

	Michael V. Saxl, Speaker
	Millicent M. MacFarland, Clerk
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