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I would like to thank you each for the opportunity to speak today. My name is 
Bruee=Flewell _ing, I grow processing potatoes in Easton with my two sons. I 

I "~1»“
» *~1~sen/e as the president of th'ei Agricultural Bargaining Council, more commonly 
known as ABC. We are a grower group that negotiates pre-season contracts 

_
; _.“:f§~,.Wi,t,‘|§i_.,1Z _i' _:\‘ B in-state processors valued at over $95 million. Potatoes are the 

- Tasbiggest-agricultural crop ir'fMaii'ie, contributing over $1 billion to the state 

economy. I am here today to ask you to pass the proposed legislation to 
gijpreyentthe import of potato:-seed from a quarantined region. This is a small 

sf. seed that:-is threatening the entire Maine potato industry. These 
potential imports are different varieties that are part of a very small niche 

ggmarket that is threatening our entire industry. The farms importing this seed 

isolated, theiy are rtextnto farms that are part of our multi-million-dollar 
._. __,4. —,_§_ . " 

industry. This import issue is literallyjeopardizing multi-generational family 

_M_‘farms in Maine. We are not discussing an issue that could increase our cost of 
. _;~.‘~ ~ 

T ""5 
production, lower yields or qguaylity, we are talking about a known quarantine 
pest that could halt our industry. I would like to thank the committee for 
listening to my testimony today. 
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