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Senator Rotundo, Representative Gattine, and Members of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs, I am Melanie Loyzim, Commissioner of the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), testifying in support of DEP-related items in L.D. 2212, the 

Governor’s FY26/27 Supplemental Budget proposal. 

This final supplemental budget proposal from Governor Mills preserves programs and addresses some 
emergent issues. Governor Mills’ guiding belief has always been that our strongest asset is the people 

of Maine and that’s why this budget, like those in the past, seeks to invest in and support them. I look 
forward to working with the Legislature in the coming weeks to enact a balanced budget that supports 
Maine people and protects the fiscal health of our state. 

DEP’s portion of the Supplemental Budget is relatively short. It includes authorization for DEP to 
utilize a little over $250,000 in Personal Services funding to purchase air quality monitoring 

equipment, and authorizes funding for HR-approved reclass and reorganization requests for several 
positions. 

Language Part SS 

Language Part SS, “Transfer of Personal Services balances to Capital Expenditures; Department 
of Environmental Protection,” is on page 64 of the FY26/27 Supplemental Budget. 

Part SS authorizes the DEP to transfer up to $256,994 of available balance from Personal Services 
to Capital Expenditures in Fiscal Year 2026 to fund the purchase of two ozone calibrator 

instruments, one ozone monitor instrument, one continuous, real-time air quality monitoring 
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instrument, one zero air generator, two hydrogen sulfide analyzers, two trace-level dilution 
calibrators and two data loggers. 

The hydrogen sulfide analyzers, calibrators and data loggers will be used to monitor ambient air 
concentrations of hydrogen sulfide (HZS) near the Juniper Ridge Landfill and the Rumford Nine 
Dragons mill. This is in response to persistent community concerns about odors and potential 
health effects associated with HZS emissions from these two facilities. The Department will 
compare monitored concentrations to ambient air guidelines. 

The other units will replace aging monitoring equipment. 

Utilization of this Personal Services funding will not affect hiring for any positions at DEP. This 
funding would be drawn from salary savings that exceed attrition requirements for FY26. 

Reclasses and Reorganization of Positions 

The State’s collective bargaining unit agreements include negotiated language related to reclasses 
(employee-initiated) and reorganization (management-initiated) of positions. Approved employee- 
initiated actions include a retroactive pay component back to the date the employee submitted the 
request. I have included a surmnary of DEP’s reclass and reorganization requests for your reference. 
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I appreciate the opportunity to provide this overview regarding DEP’s proposed supplemental 
budget, and I would be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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