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Good morning, Senator lngwersen, Representative Meyer, and members of the Joint 
Standing Committee on Health and Human Services, I am Rita Furlow. I am the Senior 
Policy Analyst at the Maine Children's Alliance. I am here today to present testimony in 
support of LD 1414, An Act to Sustain Maine’s Child Care Workforce. The Maine Children's 

Alliance is a statewide non-partisan, non-profit research and advocacy organization whose 

mission is to promote sound public policies.to improve the lives of children, youth, and 

families in Maine. 

The brain's architecture is built over time, starting from the bottom up. Therefore, 

establishing a strong foundation early in life is crucial for everything that follows. This 

foundation is built by ensuring that young children have positive learning experiences and 

stable, consistent relationships with caring adults at home and in the community. 

Today, with 69% of Maine children under the age of six having both parents working, it is 
imperative to align Maine’s investments in early childhood with the scientific 
understanding of what children require.‘ This includes supporting educators and 

accommodating Maine families as they raise the generation that will lead the state into the 

future. 

The earliest years of life are a period of remarkable growth. Infants require numerous 

essential inputs to shape their brains and establish a healthy foundation for life. These 

inputs include consistent relationships with caring adults and adequate health and 

developmental supports. Research consistently demonstrates that high-quality child care, 

with warm, responsive, and skilled caregivers, healthy and safe environments, and strong 

community connections, promotes healthy development in infants and toddlers. These 

factors create a solid foundation for the future. 

The Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) is the primary source of federal 

funding for child care subsidies for working families. Annual CCDBG appropriations include 
an earmark for investments in infant-toddler care. Maine currently utilizes a system of 

direct subsidy payments to child care providers on behalf of eligible parents. OCFS 
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currently provides a tiered-payment system through the state’s quality rating and 
improvement system, Rising Stars for ME, to provide an incentive child care educators to 
accept more infants and toddlers. 

High-quality infant and toddler care is simply more expensive for programs to offer, due to 
additional quality requirements such as fewer children per child care provider, more space 
per child, special equipment (e.g., cribs), and additional health and safety requirements 

(e.g., sanitary areas for diaper changing). 

We have been hearing from parents for many years about the lack of child care for infants. 
An examination of data from the OCFS dashboard shows that of the 3,298 children 
currently participating in the Child Care Affordability Program, only 50 of those children are 

infants. We are supportive of this legislation because it would provide an additional 
financial incentive to encourage more educators to accept infant and toddler in their 
programs. 

Finally, as you consider this legislation today that could improve access to infant and 

toddler care, the members of the Education Committee tomorrow will be considering 
legislation from the Department of Education, LD 2114, to expand public preschoolto 
three-year old children as a result of changes to the Child Development Services. As public 
preschool in Maine has increased, it has resulted in a loss of four-year old children 

participating in child care programs, with significant impacts on the business model of 
child care. We ask you to please consider a way to work together with your colleagues 
across the hall as you both are making changes to improve early childhood programming 
for children and families. While we recognize that full-joint committee meetings are 
difficult to schedule, we urge you to consider the creation of an early childhood 
subcommittee that would contain members of each committee to work together to review 
bills that are interrelated to jointly supports an early childhood system. 

We urge you to support this legislation to support the needs of families and educators. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. I'm happy to answer any questions you may 
have about this legislation.
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Number of Children Receiving Subsidy 
by Age Group 
The goal of the Child Care Subsidy Program is to support access 

to early childhood education services for eligible families. This 

report shows the number of children being supported by the 

subsidy program‘ 
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