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Testimony in Support of LD 1911:
An Act to Automatically Seal Criminal History Record Information for Certain Crinies

January 8, 2026
Senator Carney, Representative Kuhn, and Honorable Members of the Judiciary Committee,

My name is Tess Parks, and I am the Policy Director of Maine Recovery Action Project (ME-RAP), a
statewide grassroots network working on community and policy-based solutions to substance use. I
recently served on the Criminal Records Review Committee as a representative of Maine’s recovery
community. | am testifying in support of LD 1911 on behalf of our statewide team of organizers.

ME-RAP is a listening-first organization. Between legislative sessions, we travel from Aroostook County
to York County and every county in between to hear from communities impacted by addiction. One
message we consistently hear is that past legal records make it harder for people in recovery to find jobs
with livable wages and to secure housing.

These barriers do not exist in a vacuum. They are among the many social and economic costs of our
opioid epidemic. In response to this crisis, our Maine Attorney General and 39 litigating subdivisions
filed suit to hold pharmaceutical companies accountable for their role in the widespread overprescription
of opiates. They knowingly and intentionally underplayed the addictive risks of opiates. At the peak of
this crisis, Maine had the sixth highest mortality rate for overdose deaths in the Country'.

Maine will receive approximately $230 million in opioid settlement funds through 2038. Millions are
already being invested in prevention, treatment, and recovery services. As a state, we invest significant
funds each year into SUD treatment programs, recovery residences, drug treatment courts, and many
other services to bolster recovery and healing. Lives are being saved. Fatal overdoses are going down.

These investments are not just critical at the individual level. The economic toll of the opioid crisis has
been staggering in Maine. According to researchers out of UMaine’, we lost approximately $270 million
in market and non-market activity due to drug-related morbidity in 2019 alone. Other researchers estimate
that the combined cost of opioid use disorder and fatal opioid overdose totaled more than $6.8 billion in
Maine, and that figure was estimated in 2017°.

Our budget and spending shows that we believe recovery is possible. By enacting LD 1911, we can
ensure our significant investments in recovery services and programs are not in vain. The costs of not

doing so are high. We all benefit when earned second chances are available to our community members.

Thank you for your time and consideration, and I am happy to answer any questions.
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