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whether a person is a part-timeiudge or a part-time lawyer, and the appearance ot"tii1laii'iiess can be 

as damaging as actual unlairness. The t\/laine Code ol‘.ludicial Conduct calls For ajudiciary that is 

independent, fair, competent, and impartial, and that avoids impropriety and the appearance oi‘ 

impropriety. This bill helps bring probate judging in line with that stanclarcl. 

Ll) l7()() addresses these problems by transitioning probatejudgcs into the judicial branch. Current 

elected judges would liinish their terms. They would be replaced by nine appointed, Tull-time 

udieial branch )l‘Ol)£tl€ ud Yes. includin 1 a (_Thiel‘ Probate .lud re, alinned with the state’s ‘udicial 
. . . D . 

regions. Asjudieial branch judges. they \vould receive the same salary and benelits as otherjudges 

and would not practice law. This advances equal justice, improves consistency, and strengthens 

impartiality across the state. 

/\t the same time, the bill preserves \vhat works. Registers oi’ Probate play a critical role in informal 

probate and public-facing assistance. They help people navigate iorms and processes, and many 
families can complete uncontested matters without hiring a lawyer. LD i766 keeps the Registers’ 

liinctions intact and conlirms their county role. 

Finally. the proposed amendment is important. lt recognizes that the Judicial Branch supports this 

transition and that successliul implementation requires planning. The Chieflustice has requested a 

project manager to develop the task list and blueprint For the change. The amendment provides that 
position and adjusts timclines to mal<e implementation realistic. Without that capacity, there is a real 

risk that this long-overdue rctorm will stumble. 

The .loint Standing Committee on the Judiciary sits in a unique position. You are not only 
responsible for shaping substantive law al’l’ecting housing, civil rights, and legal process, but also lot 

legislative oversight oi the Judicial Branch itsell‘.' This bill is not primarily about adjusting private 

rights or remedies; it is about how l\/laine structures and operates one oithe foundational branches 
oli tlovernment. This (‘ ommittec holds the institutional responsibility to consider how court design 
at‘t‘ ects lairness, access to justice, and public eonlidenec. This bill is a matter otcore institutional 

int ity and not solely a policy dispute. 

����� 

The Legislature has studied probate court rel’orm for more than halfa century. The problems have 
been identified with remarkable consistency. The solutions have been proposed repeatedly. The 
constitutional authority has been in place since I967. 

What has been missing is action. 

For these reasons, LSFL urges the (fommittee to adopt the amendment and vote the amended bill 
ought to pass. 

Thank you. 

' The l.egislature’s description otcoinmittee_iurisdietions is found at h1t;is:;'/_li-gi,al_:it_iirein;_i*n1e.gov!i:t>i1anliters; 

pi; t'»tiiL_'l__l_t_ii_] For the Joint Standing (" ommittcc on lutliciary. the lirst topic olijurisdiction is “Judicial system 

organization and budget . . .


