Matt Moonen

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0002
(207) 287-1400
TTY: State Relay 711

House Majority Leader
Matt Moonen(@legislature. maine. gov

LD 1968: An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Legislative

Reimbursement

Testimony of Rep. Matt Moonen, Portland
May 19, 2025

Good morning, Senator Baldacci, Representative Salisbury, and honorable members of the
Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government. I am here today to present LD
1968: An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Legislative Reimbursement.

This bill proposes a few relatively simple changes to our laws governing legislative
compensation:

1)

2)

3)

It removes specific dollar amounts that legislators may be reimbursed for meal
allowances, travel-related expenses of a meal allowance, and housing allowances
and instead provides that the rate of these allowances must be set by the
Legislative Council. The bill specifies that at least 6 members of the Legislative
Council must vote in favor of the allowance at the beginning of the first regular
session in a legislative biennium, and that the amount of the allowance set by the
Legislative Council may not exceed the regular federal per diem rate for lodging,
meals and incidental expenses.

The bill clarifies that for the purposes of allowances for mileage on days that the
legislature is not in session, daily mileage is calculated from the legislator’s place of
abode, determined by the most reasonable direct route.

The bill amends the provision governing the salary owed to a person who replaces
a member of the Legislature who has died or otherwise vacated the office. The bill
provides that the successor is entitled to a salary from the date the successor is
seated equal to the salary that would have been afforded to the successor had the
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successor been seated at the start of the biennium, except that the salary must be
prorated from the date the successor is sworn into office.

Thank you for your time and attention, and I hope you will join me in supporting this bill.



