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Testimony in Support of LD 1859: An Act to Improve Access to Child Care and Early 
Childhood Education by Establishing Regional Resource Hubs 

Presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 
Senator Ingwersen, Representative Meyer, and honorable members of the Committee, 

My name is Heather Marden, and I am submitting this testimony on behalf of the Maine 
Association for the Education of Young Children (MaineAEYC) and the Family Child Care 
Association of Maine (FCCAM). Together, our organizations represent hundreds of early 
childhood educators, providers, and advocates across the state who are committed to ensuring 
that all young children in Maine have access to high-quality early care and education. 

We strongly support LD 1859, which would establish Regional Early Childhood Learning and 
Development Resource Hubs across Maine. 

Maine’s families and early childhood educators have long been navigating a fragmented system 
that makes it challenging to access and provide consistent, high-quality early care and education. 

LD 1859 addresses these systemic issues by creating localized infrastructure that is responsive to 
community needs while comiected to statewide goals. 

The regional resource hubs proposed in this legislation will serve as critical anchors for early 
childhood coordination, collaboration, and innovation. By embedding these hubs within existing 
regional nonprofit organizations, LD 1859 smartly avoids duplication and leverages the deep 
knowledge and relationships that these organizations already hold within their communities. 

The duties assigned to the hubs——including regional needs assessments, parent outreach and 

assistance, support for educators and employers, and coordination of professional development— 

are comprehensive and urgently needed. The inclusion of a whole family approach ensures that 

Maine is not only addressing early childhood education in isolation but is acknowledging the 

interconnected needs of families striving for economic stability and well-being. 

As organizations that support both family child care providers and center-based educators, we 
know firsthand the barriers providers face-—navigating licensing requirements, accessing 

professional development, managing the business side of their work, and, most importantly, 

finding time to focus on the children and families they serve. These hubs will provide essential, 
localized supports that are long overdue.



Importantly, this proposal aligns with federal guidance under the Child Care and Development 
Fund (CCDF). The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services strongly recommends that 
states establish regional or statewide resource and referral centers as part of their CCDF state 
plans. These centers are recognized as essential infrastructure to help families find care, support 
providers in improving quality, and coordinate early childhood services efficiently. LD 1859 is a 
proactive step that positions Maine to meet this federal recommendation and potentially draw 
down future federal resources to support implementation. Currently, Maine is one of only a few 
states that do not offer these more local hubs of resources. Maine’s resource hubs were cut 
during the LePage Administration. 
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Child Cm-0 Rvsourcv Development Centers 

Aroostook County: Child Care Express l-Still-:l1l2-7881 or 
(207) Ymuxtilis 

Cu|nberland County (except Brunswick/HarpawelI): Child 
Care Connections l~888~9l7~l Hit) or (207) 871-7449 

Franklin, Oxford, and Amlroscoggin Counties: Finders 
Seekers l>8(l(|-543~7(l0S 0|‘ (Z07) 777-H387 

Hancock Count :Chil( Care () >ortnnities I-Still-83441378 y I m 
or (207) ($67-9580/667-2467 

Konnebec and Southern Somerset Counties: Child (lfare 
()pti0n.<. I-800-525-2229 or (207) 626-34H) 

Knox County: (Ioastal Child Care (207) 594-5342 and for 
rek-|'t'a\l:4 (rail l-3774584-()4G(i 

Lincoln and Sngarlohoc Counties and 
Bronswick/Harpswell: Fznnily Focus l-8(ll)-(575-2413 or 
(207) 725-2413 ancltor referrals call l-S77-G84-(l4(~i(i 

Piscatnquis, Penobscol, and Northern Somerset Counties: 
l’<.=nqnis Child (Zaire (207) 94!-2840 

Waldo County: Beltast Area Child Care (207) I342-55337 and 
for re-lerrztls cal! I-877-(£81!-04156 

Washington County: l,)o\\'|1east Child (fare l-Still-231%-Z5632 
or (207) S46-7544 

York County: Czn'eli|lk t-888-9l7~l I0!) or (207) 324~(l735 

lug child c.';ztw- and provide information on 
ilI“t£TtI'H.l'l€,ll Zt§i$lSi£tl1CE‘ , administer the state 
1; l‘”tll€1i(fZtl‘€:‘ voucher progrzml. offer training 
to vhild ¢_:;1r¢;- provlclers, and provide 
r¢r:=.<ltm'es zsnnl teclinical assistance to 
provirl<1:rs and parents. ln 2001, the RDC's 
provlrlecl training to over l,2ll(l child care 
proviclort~a zmtl it;*.(.‘l1l]l(‘ .<';ll assistance to 4,907 
provitlws. Tlw Rl’l(f' s provider] 7,383 r;rhil<;l 

cizztro mfrrrrala zmcl provider! child care con» 
SUlt1t?l' t?t(Ilt.i(j£tl.l(')l‘l and information lu l(l_(ii5§ 
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Moreover, LD 1859 ensures that resource hubs will be accountab1e—through amiual reports, 
data collection, and guidance from regional partner boards that include educators, parents, 
employers, and community organizations. This inclusive, community~informed structure aligns 
with best practices for sustainable systems-building and equity. 

We are especially encouraged by the hubs’ role in supporting culturally responsive practices, 
fostering shared services, and collaboration to build a future early childhood workforce. These



are key strategies to addressing both current gaps and the future sustainability of Maine’s early 
childhood system. 

In short, LD 1859 is a visionary and well-structured step toward a more connected, equitable, 
and high-quality early childhood system in Maine. We urge you to vote Ought to Pass on this 
legislation. 

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to Maine’s children, families, and early 
childhood educators.


