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Good morning, Senator Ingwersen, Representative Meyer, and members of the Joint
Standing Committee on Health and Human Services, | am Rita Furlow. | represent Senate
District 32, the city of Biddeford and the towns of Arundel, Dayton, Hollis, and Lyman. | am
here today to present testimony in support of LD 1859, An Act to Improve Access to Child
Care and Early Childhood Education by Establishing Regional Resource Hub. The Maine
Children’s Alliance is a statewide non-partisan, non-profit research and advocacy
organization whose mission is to promote sound public policies to improve the lives of
children, youth, and families in Maine.

Because the brain’s architecture is built over time, and from the bottom up, ensuring a
strong foundation early in life is critical to everything that follows. Strong foundations are
built by making sure young children have positive learning experiences and stable,
consistent relationships with caring adults at home and in the community. Today, with
69% of Maine children under age six having all resident parents in the workforce, itis
crucial to make sure Maine’s investments in early childhood reflect the science of what
children need, while also accommodating Maine families as they raise the generation that
will lead Maine into the future.’

We are supportive of this legislation because it would support the needs of parents
searching for child care, support new and existing child care providers, and work with the
business community to meet the child care needs of their employers.

Many of you are likely to vividly recall the first time you dropped off your first-born at a child
care center. Many parents need help navigating which child care center or family child care
home is best for their child. Sometimes the first placement doesn’t work for a family.
Parents across the country receive much more support than parents in Maine when they
are facing the search for child care. Most states in the country, 47 according to the national

! The Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data Center, Children under age 6 with all available parents in work force (5-yr averages) in
Maine, retrieved from: https:/datacenter.aecf org/data/tables/7317-children-under-age-6-with-ali-available-parents-in-work-force-
detailed?loc=2 1 & loct=2#detailed/2/any/false/2545,1095.2048.574.1729.37,871,870.,573,869/any/14380,1438 |




organization, Child Care Aware, support families with organizations called “resource and
referral centers.”

As you have all heard many times, child care is very expensive for young families. As our
recent KIDS COUNT Data Book notes, the average cost of child care for an infant at a child
care center in Maine is over $12,000 - similar to a first year of tuition at the University of
Maine. There are programs that can ease the financial burden of child care. Unfortunately,
too few families seem to have information about the availability of programs such as the
Child Care Affordability Program, Head Start, or tax credits that could support them in
paying for child care. Regional support staff can assist families in not just finding care but in
navigating eligibility and program applications.

We also support this legislation because it can help local communities, and the state,
determine their child care needs. If we are going to meet the child care needs of working
families, we need better information — at both the community and state level.

We know there are significant waiting lists - yet we don’t have good information on where
those wait list are in the state. We regularly hear from families about the lack of availability
of child care for infants and toddlers. Yet we don’t have good information to help support
the growth of this care in particular communities.

This legislation would support the collection of data that could be used at the local and
state level to better support critical investments to support the needs of families.
Collecting this type of information is not the responsibility of the Department of Health and
Human Services. While they license child care providers and administer the Child Care
Affordability Program, they are not tasked with understanding and supporting the supply
and demand of the child care market.

This bill would also support communities by working with employers seeking child care for
their employees. Regional resource hubs can support the child care needs of Maine
businesses by connecting them with local child care providers or working alongside them
with other community partners to help grow new child care businesses.

We urge you to support this legislation to support the needs of families, local educations,
and business community as they work at the local level to support the needs of children,
families, and our local and state economy.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I'm happy to answer any questions you may
have about this legislation.
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FROM THE CHAIR

in this issue of lnform the Commission
is forusing on one of the most impotant
jssues affecting many working women
loday — qualty, alfordable child care.
Child care is an issua that is now being
addressed by many businesses oul of
economic necessily.  Most women work
aUt ol economic  necessily, Since
women make up 53% of today's
warkiores, businesses are racognizing
the economic necessity to  ac-
commodate child care needs.

Governor John R. McKerman, Jr. has
been a leader i recognizing the nead for
quality, affordable child care. This past
legislative sesslon he included $3.5
mitlion in his budget 1o improva child care
In Maine. An overview of the Governor's
package on child care is included. The
iole of the Office of Child Care is high-
lighted as well as successful child care
programs from small, home-based care
lo public/private partnerships. | hope
you will find this information useful in
finding or praviding child care. f you
have ideas or suggestions fo improve
child care in Maine pleasa call the
Commissicn office.

QOur next issus will focus on our very
successiul Annual Meeting hald on Juns
17, 1988 with keynote speaker Olympia
Snowe, our annual Progress Awards and
the presentation of the members of our
new Regional Commissions in nostharn,
wastern and southern Maine.

CHILD CARE IN MAINE

%

Publif‘wed by The Maine Commission for Women

.. How Far We've Come
And Where We Go From Here . ..

Child Care has emergad as one of the
hottest public policy issues of the 80 it
i prominently placed at the top of the
legislative agenda, in both Augusta and
Washington, and it has caplured debate
in the political arsna, with fiberals and
conservatives alke vying for leadership
ralés.

A recent Newsweek article (6/13/38),
citing the pheanomena of child care and
family policy reform as the paramount
issues this campaign yaar, asks "When
the slection hoopla ends, and the last
ballooa has burat, where will the children
ba?”

The hopeful answer is that they will st
be al the top of the agenda, thanks {o
many years of hard work by women's and
children's advocacy groups -~ and
indications  thal the heaith ol our
ecanomy dapends on il.

Hera in Maing, The Govarnors 1987
Economic Daevelopmart Task Force
jssued recommendations for an on-going
public-piivate parinership to address ths
neads  of lhe state's labor  foiee,
particularly  those of Maine's working
tamilies. Theit proposals were med with
unprecedented  enthusiasm  al an
Augusta conferance held in Qclaber,
when more  than 600  providers,
advocates, and businesspeople
gathered to map oul a child care strategy
for the remainder of the centary.

As represented by the conlerence
altendees, "The population concerned
with  child care  has  changed
dramatically,” says Batbara Coliier,
Direcior of the Maine Office of Child Caie

Coordination {OGCC), "Il's no lenger just
women's groups and providers . . . but
businesspecple as wall, ©

It wag only 15:ysars ago that Frasident
Nixan vetosd a comprehensive $2 billion
fodoral chid care package as “anti
family.” How ~ and why — have aititudes
changed? The primary reason is shesr
necessily, when one considers the
facts:

*Today, fewer than 7% of American
families represent the "Norman Rockwell”
varsion of family lite, with father as sole
breadwinner  and mother  as  sole
catetaker;

*Nearly 50% of all American workers
are women, and 80-80% of those are of
child-bearing or child-caring age;

*Nationwide, over 66% of women with
children under 18-years-old are in the
{abor markel: 58% of mothers with kids
under 6 are working, and 50%% of those
with children under (he age ol 1 are in the
worklorce,

{contimied on pags 2)
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THE STATE'S ROLE:
THE OFFICE OF
CHILD CARE
COORDINATION
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CHILD CARE: THE IDEAL
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THE REALITY TODAY
ThIS year's coraprehenzive child care

w presented to the L Inture in
Guvernors  Supplemontal Rudget
thuﬂ doubles  the '
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ACHIEVEMENTS TO
DATE

The OCCCs first stalewlids public
tformg ,\m campaign was launched in
of 1986, Eniitled "Chor ing Ghik
z,” the aducation campalgn wlilized
slevisad public sewvice announusmeils
and thousands of posters and bookists
aimed  al helping  parents  orically
evaluate  day care  sevices. The
campaigh was a smashing  SUCeess,
placing OCCC on the map.  "Choasing
Child Gard,” save Collier "ralsed parent's
anseiensnass about what shey shaould
sxppoct lor services, and they tmad fo
us lof the answers” :

Increazing  public awarsness  also
iner A expectstions of the siat
m%g m aupror‘iim‘; bolisr, mole acoes
G ars. The Governor and the
; i’ rdad the folfowing yesd
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\’}wgz\)mg} RO ,m;mlv. {6 datprming child
sare needs on @ regional basis, and
provide  an aray  of  sewiges o
wmuioyarr providers, and parents, The
Aeasinghouses of existing
dult care praviders, programs
They provide tec hnlcal
ta public  and  private
whiy  are  lsrested  in
child e baenefits I their
employes ar commuaities.  They axo
make refemals and olier counseling
services (o paienis; promole gommunity
awareness sod consumer sducation; and
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{continued on page 7)
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THE PROVIDER’S
PRESPECTIVE

We spoke with o varety of ohild care
providers representing all aspects of the
child care industry, fiom  ragistersd
family day care providers to lis
aubsidizad contdrs, We asked the
disouss the iseuss and provids (heir
stions s 1o how government, the

kst m“umiiy is,  pnd
(o waork znrm 3210 ensite
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0 the
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and anforcamen
stendards,  Having
(y completed a8 5% howr courss,
that radning  opporiunities
: far  more  than  jscholos
information and assistance Funning 2
child s business "can b@ molating®,
and tralning courses "put you
*mth other people facing e
... you get o sharo
mmrmr Hon, sad wark together 1o solvs
common probloms.™  As a msult of the
7 she made through training,
vy she now has "s resourne
sonnaction . Ve patof @ netwark, |
know whire (o reach out™ for new ideas
and piotessional advice. Though Pam
received  financial  ald  lo cove
ragistration fees, expenses for meals,
tirne, tavel, asnd substilte cme were
saul of pockat™. The investment was,
however, worth & 1 learsed g0 much
about \Amzy\ hwalth, and programiming.”
Most Importantly, howsver, it gave her
an snormous “boost in sef-eonfidance”.
i helped me see that | aready know 2
Wat, that | was part of the natwork. |
made me want 1o be a peller provider”,
Pam is alsn a vigorous supporier o1
:i; of day care centers. Getling
licansed, she says, made het leel "muon
a ease, | did it lor my own peacs of
mmd knawing that my howie wos safe
for my clients’ children as wel ax my own
farmily.*  The biggest abslacles facing
child care, she says, is cost, {or both
parents and providers.,  Inaurance for
providers, she says, is exponsive and
dangerously scarce, and there is 1oo
fittle suppon for nuddle-income working
families, who bear the ng“So; burden
for child care exponso Pam I3
Prasident of The Maine Family Day Care
Association, which plans o become
active in promoting legislation next year,
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THE $3.5 MILLION
PYRAMID:
1988 SUPPLEMENTAL
BUDGET
APPROPRIATION
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winkars and erapioyreent i ainwm‘
*&E30,000, o be maiched with private
foundation  funds, for = {
revolving loan fund, & be administe
by Coastal  Enterprses,  Ino uf

N

Wissassal, for leans, grants, and
teohinical  assistance for developrmant

and arpaesion of child care faclitios,
a4t 000 for the ostablishmaent of a
savanth Resoues Development Centar

in ork Couniy,

PATRICIA B O onf Brunswic
fung & rc istarest home babysitting
serving, ¢ provides carg 1o
chilchisr mnq; infancy to schoals
are. She slated hee husinass 11 years
age because of her Yove of children®,
and the banelits of having her own home-
baend woall business.  Ruaning s day

a sewica, she 5, provides the
bust of bolh worlds for women whe want
the bersiiis of both family and work life,
*f wanted to be a home with my own
childran; and | liked the idea of being my
cwn bogs, mtimq my own hours® Pat
provides services 1o the children of
teachers in the kecal é}f;:h:m:d aystem,
giving her holiday and summer vacation
fime,  For Pat, providing csre is more
than a business, and her chages are
mare than clients. "Wa're a little farmily,”
she says, where there is & olose-knit
relationship among children, provider and
pareants,

BOBBIE FLYNN Is Director of Ghild
Care Services al Penguis Community
Action program in Bangor, a licensed
state-coniracted agency. Bobbie cites
public education ~ of employers,
parents, and the higher education
system iiself — as the graatest challenge
ahead. She considers increased support
of the voucher system, and 1Lndma for
more and better raining opportunities

the most progressive aspents of this
ywaf'* package.  The voucher system.
she says, will give mremh the floxibility
to choose the kind of chiid care iwy feal
is bast. That cholee, couplad with mote
agarassive  education eaeﬁor*s, will halps
parents ask tha vight questions and
make informed declsions,  In this and
othot areas, Pobbis sees the RDCs
playing u eriticatly important role.

She also ciles an enormous nesd Tor
aducation among em;}-wm who st
be encouragad o sxamine the antice
spactium of  obild  cars  services.
B tpiuyerg tend to consider on-site day
care” - which can bs  prohibitively
aspensive — "ag the only option”
Employet-sugporled day care  options
offer the bast hope for middle-tnooms
parents earning too much to qualify for
subsiies, bul too litle o bear the
burden alore. Mosl encouraging, she
says, is the state's commitment to more
training  opporiunities  and  increased
wages for care providers, an arpa that
has been "strongly lacking” in the paot
While the voc-ed schools ars doing "a
very good job® in the area of training,
plang  for future veform should be
centared on the university system, which
"needs o pay more atlention to the
training needs of child care providers®




CHILD CARE
OPTIONS AVAILABLE
IN MAINE
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EXPANDING
HORIZONS:
U.S.M.'S DIVISION OF
HUMAN RESOURCES

Thatks to the creative leadurship of
s Univarsity of Bouthern Maine (LISR)
{vision of Human Resources, Portland-
aten  parenats  and  businesses  are
é»:sjuyin-; the bansdits of an Innovative

e privata p i addressing the
" fgad fu; child care o Malna's

Parhaps  iIs  grealest  schievement,
howsaver, ts USM's role as calalyst of an
innovative  public-private  parinership
craating 4 new in-town child care center
localed  in the colty's Wast  End
nelghborhood. A wend-selling
innovation in the fleld of child care, the
cantar 18 a cooperative venlure amorng
the Unlversity and locsl bushesses
noluding Gendon Commercial Brokers,
Morse, Payson, and finga and Marcy

Hospltad  ~ o provides  cwre o
approgknaloy 160 pra-schoolers

ol The faclity will be
} muw; building, formely
Plarern Purpluee Stare, adigocsnt o the
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CHILD CARE
RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT
CENTERS:
BRINGING IT ALL
TOGETHER

Areostonk County Sction Program
P Oox 1118
Prasque Isle, ME 04788 (764-3721)
Contact: Belinda Carler
Covering all of Aroostook County

Action Opportusities, lne.
Head Stan-Day Care
Box 562
Ellswarth, ME 04605 (667-2995)
Contact: Grant B. Les
Covaring Washington and Hancock
Countias

FPanguls Gommunilly Ading
Progrars, b
P00, Box 262, Hadow Strest
Bangor, ME 04409 (9412830}
Gontact Foberda Flynn
Covaring F’anwbw:h Planataguls,
Marth Sarmerse) Countles

Carnmundy Concaps, Ing,
B0, Bog 278, Market Squame
Soully Parls, ME 04287 (743-7716)
Contant; Dabeorab Damon
Covering Oulord, Fraokln, and
Androscogay Countiss

Bo. Kennebec Child Dovelopment Corp,
@ Higuine Streat
Augusta, ME 04330 (828-341D)
Contact: Elizabeth J, Ayotle
Covering Lincoln, Knox, Waldo,
Kennebee, Sagaduhos, So. Somerset
Counties, plus Bath, Brunswick, and
Topsham

Child Cara Sonnsctong
£7 High Strest
Portlard, ME 04101 (B71-7444)
Contact: Kathrend, Bload
Cavering *York and Cumberdand
Counties
{excluding Brunswick and Topsham)

A aeventh mm wifl bes agtablished In
York County a3 a rpsult of this year's
Budgat appmpﬂaimm

AR FRRTAGE

For More Information, Conlact

OFFICE OF GHILD CARE
COORDINATION
Bureau of Bodcial Bervices
Stale House Station # 11
Augusta, ME 04333 (289-5060)



'

LEGISLATIVE SESSION A SUCCESS

The Maine Comisgion for Women ia
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PL. 1988, Ch, 823)

Bummary, Repgals discriminatory Brovi-
slon in the state reficemant
laws by allbowing siale em-
piayeag and leachers (o

esignate anyone as bang-
ftmary aligible tor Tull survlvor
benetits {such status
previously was restricted to a
child, spouse, or parent,}

Surnmary:

RESOL UTIOM, 10 Make the Language of

AA 1o Increase the Werk dncentive in the

ﬂm Conatittion . Gender . Mauial .0
357 1)

Summang ngs%s 1 1o shiminate gender-
2 language  from the
Congtiiution of Maine, Yo b

et

£ i for yolay
approval  on Movembyr
Elention ballet,

fandstary  Medioors
Piwaleian  Setvees i
'M; gi.ﬂ.izx FREa, Al - PL, 1988, Gh

m, R‘f@,uiw

"u 3

oA W??Eﬁ

un e

e
=
e
L

‘v/"w

;z ?Mv fnoronsy
5y affuciive Jaﬁumf

prd ancther 510
furanss effecies Janue m 1,
1900, untess the  average
mipdpum waoe of the olher
Maw England States 15 loss
thar 523,85,

]

“f* (f‘;'} rs; ;"T >
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Unamolovinent_Insuiance Pariial Benefit
Mructire (LD, 2517, AM - Pl 1988,
Chy. G35}
Buinraany:

Mllows prit-Hime Wage sarners
paoeiving unsplovment
suranse W weteln o greater
potcentage of thelr bonofils

as m» ;;@ﬂmm %{3 saek full
i SGYIHS
1065

T
dyllay
i
fawe

Inchde rookils heow
fhough el
prrmitilng m
“sohuli-only” pan
chicumalantos.

:z&{;m ‘E 1 ’*%‘3& ,i%?%m L35
slnnsive

£ f.i‘%s,}z&miz#
wihvrsdse notedy

prgsentad in LI 2218

Smmnrys Provides 2 5% e
oxymag s éﬁsﬁm?
tamifies {budygel ol
for 10% inoyans
sardard of ne
if%;fsgé;

L z&ﬁw&uﬁ
Sy Authorizes rwta«; siffontion of

jobe i the clerloal, fechninal

of} and  labaratory i

slang W the UM system o
3 CCORCTID jexed Efy
. nparable worth with
sueupations  In other  divi
SIS,

Af&éimi'k;;mglyn of Q *ni*w.,@mmwﬂ?
Maing  {(Prosented by Governor ;’n
Supplermantal Budget: LD, 2156, AM.)

Sumraary: “$651,000 for 179 santractsd
,,taifaﬁub%muzmi slofs,  {The
Dept. of Human Services wiil
be required to designals a
specilic number  of  these
slots for underserved areas in
3 model rural counties,)

See "Pyramid (page 3} for Detaifs”



ON THE FEDERAL
FRONT:
ADVOCATING A.B.C.

A At Yy Batlet Ghild © Gare,
fsrou in Congress last Nwmﬁm,
migraseniy our nadlon's most ambitious
child care gﬁmp{xs&i to date, Oaniying an
anrunl prlostag of 525 billon, the
measure will provide stales frigg
oart sy %w! pmfmt and

v 3h‘c; im“w: a5y

> bo Tully funded a8 propased
ure I Ry odght forg would
s Paine $11.8 miior I fadors
which would be supplementod by
miiflon state match.
b initiative will hoost dirsat nanclal
w0 lo working families naeding
wid cave, make available new funds fu
aviily expansion, walning services, and
wan momies for darf-up and skpansion
i chilid core buslessss, snd will ithsr
o eaforcement capabilitias,
s courdination  serviees, and
 aducstion programs.
bains s wellprepared fo adminlsier
thean funds, baving designed its own
g urdar tha model proposed by the

The initiative is due Jor action latar this
year. Maina ciizens are  strongly
gncowraged 1o contact thalr Benalors
and Congrassiorial representatives for
el continuad stppor:

.5, Senators
LS. Sanator William 8. Cohan
322 Hart Senals Wﬂm I)uikﬁrig
Washington, D.G. 21510
(02) 2242503

L&, Banalor Gaorgs J, Mitchall
176 Fossell Benate Oifice Bullding
: im ton, BLG 1
(,351”‘ PULEDAG

U8 Rapressniatives lo
Congress

(F st Distried)
Songresaman .
Langpaorth Hou
Poscun
Washington,
07 9

attan on the ABC. bill,
fhm Citlce of  Child  Care

{Expanding Horlzons -
continued fror page 4)

The projedt, says Beth  Wamen,
Erscutive Dlrector of USMs Divislon of
Human  Resources,  fepresems  "a
eollection and shaving of rasoutces -

- inlent, creativity, and akills” Because
ndividual prgardzatlons oflen find child
vare aptions prohibitively expensive, the
consortivm offers new hops for smaller
busingss, which must also seek naw
wayg fo remain compeditive in the works
family peonomy,

"H's axe mnrj, says Warren, "o be on
ihe outting adge, What we're daing hers
in Malne can . . . sewve as & modal for the
ration®

RURAL CHILD
CARE

Aocompanying this years
funding is 2 legislative mandals
noveasa availebibly of ohild oare
serviess in rursl Maing, The QCGGO
will coordinate a  comprehansive
sigdy thad will examing employment
ad wage saiisties, demographic
andd  population  dafn, and  the
carent  availebllity ol child care
sarvicas  in thee modal - roral
countles to determing where ~ and
hiow much - of this year's 518
asproptiation Jor  vouchers  and
inpieased. . siate. - contaasted . slols
should ba investad in thogs areas.

fLegpiufative Sassion continued)

ih the. Additional. sioned
pla o Belraloing. and Educaion
warm (L0 2390, A}
i v CASPIREY,  the
comprshensive  wellare  m-
form  progran,  orealss 8
padrership  between  the
Dopte. of Labor and Heman
Bervices to ndonnistey pre-
traintag, tralning, and  job
placement servines for AFDG
ollerds.  Amendments  sup-
poned by WLAC and adoptecd
by the Lepislature willl 1)
prohlbif soonomic  sanctions
against tean parents who fail
to participate in the ASPIRE
program; 2} exempt parenis
with spacial needs children
from panicipailng; 3) requira
DHS t damonsirate that
adequate funds ars available
to  setve the  voludtary
population before mandating
participation by othar
recipients; 4) require the
state (as of 1/1/89) 1o provide
AFDC beneiits to eligible firsi-
time pregnant women
beginning with  the last

£ o, S §

FOVSINGES

trimester of  pragnancy;  5)

sosure  medicaid-ike  insure

ance beneflits for participants
for up to 1 year, and In some
canes, up to 15 roonths,

foitowing  loss  of  AFDOG
Banatits resuliing frosm

splayment obiainad thiough
ASPIRE: ) require DHE 1o
svaluate the operation and
mpset of the program and
report e findings  do the
Legislature by 2714800 7)
sufomatically  "sunset”  or
repeal the ertirs  ABPIRE
progrars o 7/1M0, unless
continued by the Legislalure

through  alfirmative  vole,
WLAC-suppartad amand-
mants  also  established

specitic languags 1o ensure
continuation  of  support
sorvices (such as transpor
tation  and child cara) for
participants up to 12 months,
and to ensure thot DHS
administrative rules will apply
in service areas govarnsad by
DOL alone {through JTS), as
well  as in “co-located”
districts in which both JTS
and WEET are present,

"WLAG Bills Not Recsiving Approval;

A4 1o Establish Oblld Gace Availability for

Individusls o, dhe  Subdlance  Abuse

Treatment Systam (L.D. 2205, AM}

Suremany: Poposed fo astablish 3 pilt
child care sewnvics programs
for individusls smsring  in-
pafisni  substance  abuse
rehabilitation pogramz,

Disposition: Unenimous Qught to Pass
recommeandation for 300,60 10
funding ragquest from Akohol
Premiom Fund accepted by
Lagislatura  without  debate,
Veload by Governar,

AA o Enhance Provisions of Head Stan

Sarvices In Maige (L.D. 2213)

Disposition:  Proposed  a  $300,000
appropriation to fund a 5%
increase in Head Start staff
salaries and reinstatement of
30 glots eliminated by {ederal
cutbacks, denled by Appro-
prations Committee. How-
ever, $100,000 funding
requast for "maintenance of
effon” was proposed and
approved in the Govemor's
supplemental budget.




(Child Care continued from page 2}
Though there iz widespread agresment
among providers and advocates that the
RDC  system needs 0 be  mofe
xwuouq!v supported in e stide
gels, the RDCs are fulfilling =
inally impenard role. Urﬂapim b
mml aints, ey BUGS are de

e pe’z.‘)\«'icf any sl &
whwdnisler  this y:_;vxr.» fraining  fone
(RYG,000),  and  expanched vouchest
LIUEam.
"Tha B

3, aays Codler "will play o
3 for the semaiinder of e
; s i ulep with

ional o,

l,
trm rmmmm Gt 8 PG

THE CHALLENGES AHEAD

"s,i s(; mms.t m‘(m“ “!ifa i ords
fce & balanced, wall o
ol resoumes for parenls and
provichirs ¢ (w:

Thiz $3.5 million package, says
Collier, sttikes that difloult balance.

Allordability, The cost of ohild
care impanes a burden for wwst parents,
praspective of economic status,  The
age oot of cars for one chiid in the
and area, fof oxample, s 5120 per
wesles g prohibiiive burden doreveryans
mreept the most privileged.  The only
subsidy for middle class parenis, says
Collier, is Maine's Child Care Tax credit,
I addr g that izsue, the Lagisletwe
WO years  agt approved  ictemental
noreasss in the slata’s child cars tax
credil from 15% to 258% of the federal
credil over a three year petind baginning
o THEE {the cradit will "max out” at 25%
in the ‘89 tax yeary, Though among the
most Hberal in the nation, Mane's credit

IS

provide slotively  minimgel elinl o
iarilies

dicrible for dirstt subaidies

The ploture i even less saco sty
fon familios with lower ncomes wha ace
fighling & losing  batile belwasn
sscalaling  ohild  care  costs and
dirainiahing subsld The culprit, nm af
agree, 1% the  reduch in 2
assistance tor ohild care
8 years: child care funding pro”if,»,i
throvgh Tily XX in 1987, for oxampla,
was worth eoly ball as mech as in 1977,
Fortunataly, Maine ramalos among the
more  progressive  stalez  willing o
mitigate 1hose loeses by a commitme
of state dollars, And, most encouraging
is Congress’ pending consideration o«
the "Act for Better Ghild Care &

vl

the AB.GC. Bill ~ which proposes
unjrecedenisd $3 biffion in state aid.

(S tated story},

This year's stale appropriation  will
baost atfordability by investing  more
than $1.6 million in direct subskies.

651,000 will fund an additional 178
slate-contractad  slols, with a certaln
nurdbet designated for 8 model wral
mmvﬁ\:r; ( © mhtnd story).  Another
do for pealry 400
o for childen of
1 batwean 0 - T15% of

‘\m)[mu w

I
AN AGT

ion, %iw‘,a. |“ y WO 250
Froviding im (f:hiir:! Gars and
Child Developmearnt Tralning for Student
Parants, sponsored by Rep. Marge Glark
of Brunswick, {8 a %mcmmm ns it
acldre aftordability « o care for
WMalne's 1ot parenis. Thm riaw low will
1 |l\e' allow  student  parents  to
mnt an bv providing  lree
, bt will adso
ot T
sducation

hoot ;imn.
nligh thﬁ?

Quality. ;‘mm.i; fm ;mi cators t;;f
qrfa!ﬁw chilld
adeguals  ed goation an d training

Caragiv
’E'-hat a significant number of caregivers

s fitle mors than minimum wage

the witleal need ?"n‘ :

peform ;*smi
This yeare

xlmv
and

s tor soniract ;v‘:\\fe%a
o o additional tralndng for

ier ey to aualty osre ~ the
it
2 oot

anfonre
- wn! FHIAE T

qsmh fy &
this year
5 naw p&'m,mm in t!m slate's rmid e
loensing  divisian, 3 - new  paritime
tlons in the U(_;f’"w‘ and 4 positions in
the Bursaus of Social s toniract
unit, all of which will © the slatg's
ability oy coodinate existing rw'%mm
ard ensuie complianee with hesdih and
safely #andards.

Avallablity, The nquestions  of
aftordabilty and quality bacome mont §
the supply fails lo mest the escalating
demand, Hence, a genetous porion of
this vear's funding package - $924,600 -
will be dedicated to the de ment
and expansion of child care facifilies and
sorvices,  Thaese funds will increase
auppant tor tha HDG system; provide

additional day care sevices for slete
emplovens and dislocated workers; help
molabiish & madel  private  sedos
employersponsorad  slites;  boost  the
rumbar of before- ard alter-school care
slals; and cresle a rowolving loan ft'mt
{or grants and technical servi
and e;\{gmmiu day carg |
Chilt Gara Appeoprmtion. Suror m, i'“v
specics).

"y

WHERE WE GO FROM HERE

nog, wWa cen taks
ac? c;ffmi« but #'s

g aned
Bl
naing

Givoen thess sueee

sating iu; more dﬁd bs.»,,s ‘er
What con owe do 5

#in

The time Is rght and tesourees aplenty
for all of vs 1o {ake part in the sifom

Lobby  your  lsglsfators anri
idates:  Baoth befora Fom
Sactn Day, et your
ks thaa child cara jssu ;
o you, The campaign s ;mwmw»
an ieal opportunily fo debate the issus
snd  encoursge:  candidates to think
creatively  aboul soalutions
focal candidates bow they
plan ta addrass the ohild care
your ztea once elecied to public ¢ .
Afier Flactinn Day, stay inloimed abou
child cara issues on the legislitive
agenda, aod wge your legistal
sUppant progreasive policies

Fducale  your - Businegss  snd
Communit £ Gontact  tha
Oifice of Child Carg Comdination or yaur
local  Resource  Developmont ngmm‘
They can provide you with matedale to
digtribute 1o your oo-workers  andior
smployets  sbout creative ohid o
optiong, as well as valuable information
that will halp vou, 88 a parent, bacoma 8
hetiar, move informed consumer of ohild
LHR G BEAPIORS,

\‘um uf .sii and aa

turs will be
the futors

H1

of ¢h ?‘
patant,
acdvics Can m ;A.kf«:% the oritics

ﬁ/ fp," - - [l ﬁi



ADDRESS CHANGE OR ADDITION?
PLEASE LET US KNOW!

't Change of address

("] Please send Inform {o parson listed below

Namea

AGETESE o

ZipCode ...

UPCOMING EVENTS

O,

8

Maine Citizens Agalnst Sexual
Assaull 18 sponsorng &
confarence at UMA,  John
Hoss from Connecticut will be
the keynota spoaker.

119

Women's Businass Develop-
ment Corporation and Small
Business  Administration  is
sponsoting a conlarence for
women business owners at the
Augusta Givic Center,

ADULT LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES

¥ you know somenna who needs
help reading or you would fike to
tutar call:

1-800-322-5455

~Zny

MAINE COMMISSION FOR WOMEN

STATE HOUSE STATION 93
AUGUSTA, MANE 04332

MAINE
COMMISSION
FOR WOMEN

Paiti Bourgoin, Augustia
F. Celusle Branham, Lewislon
Yotanda Buley, Millinocket
Gena Canning, Poriland
Mary Catheadt, Orono
Joanna D'Arcangslo, Portland
Diane Desnng, Hollis
Roben Dwaiak, Mt Desert
Gwen Gatcomb, Winthtop
Caroline Gontile, Prasque lele
Sally Gibson, Harpswel
Laora Gordon, Brunwsiok
Rarion Higgine, Presque lsle
Ruth Joseph, Walenville
Batay Levenson, Podland
Stephanis Lorke, Dover-Foxaroft
Sistor Claudette Poulin, Winslow
STAFF:
Betsy Swaet
Peg Ricker
[abbie Alwood

Many thanks to
Joanne D'Atcangslo
who wrote this issue of
inform,




