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Senator Carney, Representative Kuhn and Honorable Members of the Judiciary Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to address the Committee. My name is Cynthia Dill and | am a
resident of Cape Elizabeth, Maine. I'm here on behalf of New England Women's Solidarity to
support LD 1432.

NEWS is a feminist organization, and we are deeply concerned with the loss of women and
girls' rights in the state of Maine. Laws which purported to champion ‘inclusivity’ by making
‘gender identity’ a protected characteristic have instead robbed schoolgirls of opportunities
and honors in their own sports' 2 and forced them to share facilities where they undress with
males.? Raped and battered women have been denied the ability to seek female-only crisis
shelters where they can heal from male violence* and incarcerated women have been made
to shower with and sleep beside violent male convicts.®

Nearly all of these changes to Maine law were made without media coverage or the
awareness of the general public. When polled on these issues, voters from both sides of the
political spectrum and across all ages overwhelmingly say that they oppose biological males
being allowed to compete in female sports and support single-sex spaces for women and
girls 878

We are asking for a return to common sense. There are many circumstances where
biological sex matters. Males are significantly stronger and faster than females due to
numerous anatomical advantages,® so they shouldn’t be competing in female sports. Boys
and girls have different bodies, so girls should not be forced to undress beside males in their
school locker rooms. 86% of incarcerated women are survivors of sexual violence,' and it
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should not be part of their punishment that they are forced to share cells and showers with
male convicts.

When ‘gender identity’ is included in laws such as the Maine Human Rights Act, biology
ceases to be a factor in all of these cases and many more where sex matters. We reject the
belief that it is the obligation of women and girls to sacrifice our rights to fairness, dignity and
safety in order to accommodate the feelings of another group. We want our own sports and
spaces back.

| appreciate the chance to share our point of view with the Committee. New England
Women's Solidarity urges you to support LD 1432 and protect the rights of women and girls in
Maine by removing ‘gender identity’ from the Human Rights Act. Thank you.

Cynthia Dill

Cape Elizabeth, Maine

New England Women'’s Solidarity
May 8, 2025





