Cassidy Hill
Searsmont, ME

cagsiehill.97@gmail.com
207-805-2027

Chairwoman Bailey, Chairwoman Mathieson and HCIFS Committee members. I am here

to speak in support of LD1803.

My name is Cassidy Hill, and I am a recent graduate of the class of 2025 from the
University of Houston College of Optometry. I have attached a copy of the curriculum below. I
was born and raised in Searsmont, Maine, and graduated from the University of Maine at Orono.
[ have completed the three national board examinations and will soon take the Maine State Board

exam, to become licensed to practice in the state.

Part of the curriculum at my college involves dealing with the kind of procedures in issue
before the Committee. I am well trained in these aspects of optometric care and have witnessed
optometrists perform these procedures safely and effectively in Louisiana, where they are
authorized to perform these treatments. I look forward to doing these procedures, particularly
posterior capsulotomy, on live patients, either in Louisiana or Oklahoma in the near future. I
must travel to one of these states because Texas does not authorize these treatments. As I look to
begin my career and return to Maine, I hope to be able to practice at the level my training has

prepared me for and to utilize the skills and training that I have received.

Searsmont and the surrounding area where I plan to practice are distinctly rural. It is not
always easy to get access to optometric care. People in these communities deserve prompt and
quality care no less than those who have the privilege to live in communities such as Bangor or
Portland.

I have worked diligently to become an optometrist. I do believe that I can make a
difference in the lives of my patients, and I urge you to allow me to do so to the fullest extent of

my education, training and certification. I urge you to pass LD1803. Thank you.



University of Houston College of Optometry Curriculum 2024-2025

First Year
Fail Cemester Hours
MNumizer Descriglion Credils Lecture Labh
OPTOR11 Cotics | Lab 1 o 2
OFTO5133 Advanced Hurnan Anatomy Lab 1 e Z
OPTO5124 Meurcanatemy Lab { 0 K
QRTO517Y Clipic Practicum | 1 G 2
OFTO5232 Advanced Human Anstomy 2 2 g
SRTOE2TY Cotometey | 2 F G
OPTO5314 Cotics 2 3 g
QFTO5220 Vision Science | 2 3 Q
OPTOEI24 Human Neureanatomy and Physiclogy 3 2 o
OPTCEZ49 Advanced Human Physiclegy and Molecular Bigiogy 2 3 g
Tetals 3 15 12
Spring Semester Howurs
Number Descrigtion Sredits iecure Lab
SOPTOE11Z Cplics i Lab 1 Q K]
OPTL5135 Coular Anatomy Lab 1 G 2
COPTRS1T2 Clinic Practicum 1 1 b 3
OPTO5194 Opthaimic Cptics Lab 1 3 3
JPTOB221 Vigion Soence 2 2 g
OPIC5272 Optometey i 2 2 Q
OPTQ5282 Community Heaith Optometry 2 Z g
OFTC5315 ' Optics i 2 2 ]
SPTO632 Generst Pathology and Medicing 3 2 g
OPTO5225 Quuiar Anstomy and Physiclogy 2 2 &

Tatals 18 i& 12



Second Year

Fall Semester

Mamber Dagrription

OPFTO8132 Medical Laboratory Prasedures
QFTOE162 Primary Optometry Lab
OPTOH172 Chnic Practicutn il
OFTOS1R0 Cothaimic Optics Lab
OPTOB2S Vigign Science i
OPTOB234 Oeutar Pathology |
OFTCE31 Optics 18

QPTOG252 Prirary Optomeiry
OPTOG434 General Pharmacology
Totals

Spring Semester

Numiser Daseriplion

OFTOE1E Pediatric Gplomelry | Lab
OFTO61T4 Contact Lens Lab
OETOG124 Perception

OFTOE2G General Clirde 1t
OPTOG312 Cptics 1%

OPTOS8232 Ceudar Fharmacology & Thesapeutics
QPTG3325 Jeutar Pathology i
OPTOE351 Ped:atric Cplometry |
OPFTO6E374 Contact Lens |t
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Third Year

Summer Semester Hewurs
MNumier Description Cradis
OPTCG1E Clirical Integration i
OPTO7482 General Clinic 114 4
OPTOTISS Cevelopmental Optometry 1
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CQPTOTZ30 2
OPIOT252 2
DPIOT761 3
OFTOTI28 3
OPTOTATS Contact Lens i 2
QPTOT404 Generai Chnig iR 4

“Electives 1
Totals 20
Number Deseription
QPTOFI20 OPT i Reunds! Caze Dizcussion
OPTOT130 Cohtnalnvic Lasers, Refractive Surgery,

& Surgical Techniques Lab

QPTO7 182 Vision Rebaoiliéative Lab
QFTQ7253 Pediatne Optometry
DETOTIZEZ tive Oplometry
QPTOTEE0 mic Lasers, Refractive Surgery & Surgical Techmiques
DFTOT2E7 Coular Pathology 1V
QPTOT3IE2 Practice Management |
OFTOT7498 Ganeral Chnie HiC
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Fourth Year

Humber
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OPTOE001
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Description
Community Heaith Clinics
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