
132nd Maine Legislature's Committee on Housing and Economic 
Development 

LD 876: An Act to Support Rural Resilience and Emergency Response 
Through the Maine Service Fellows Program 

Testimony in Support of LD 876 

Chair Curry, Chair Gere and esteemed members of the Joint Committee on 
Housing and Economic Development: 

Good day and thank you for the opportunity to speak to you in favor of LD 876: 
An Act to Support Rural Resilience and Emergency Response Through the 
Maine Service Fellows Program. My name is J 6I11‘1l Tilton-Flood and I stand 
before you today not just as a dairy farmer from Maine’s Dairy Capital of Clinton, 
but as Immediate Past Chair of _\[Qlunteer Maine Maine’s Commission for 
Community Service. I have the great honor and privilege of representing our 25 
member board, our staff, and the work of building capacity and sustainability 
in Maine's volunteer and service communities by funding programs, developing 
managers of volunteers, raising awareness of sector issues, and promoting service 
as a strategy. Volunteer Maine was established in 1994 by Executive Order 
and under state statute in 1995 and its mission is to foster and inspire community 
service and volunteerism to address critical needs in the State of Maine. 

LD 876 serves to strengthen the integral and necessary work that empowers Maine 
communities and Maine people through the Maine Service Fellows, one of 
Volunteer Maine’s most impactful programs. This program attracts and retains 
recent college graduates who embed in underserved, rural communities for a year 
where they work to address critical needs alongside community members on 
volunteer-based community resilience projects. 

This proposed legislation is an investment in the people of Maine at a critical time 
and juncture. Our Maine Service Fellows have already proven their impact in those 
communities where they’ve served, fiom achieving $300,000 in resilience grants in 
Oxford County to hundreds of homes improving energy efficiency in Dover- 
Foxcroft and the Passamaquoddy Pleasant Point Reservation. Current Fellows are 
advancing critical climate action resiliency projects in Aroostook, Piscataquis, 
Hancock, and Washington counties.



This bill is about Maine Solutions for Maine People. We know how special this 
State is and we need Maine Sized programs to unleash the full potential of our 
communities, economy, workforce and lands. Maine Service Fellows places skilled 
individuals where they are needed NOW to help Mainers prepare for 
TOMORROW. T he funding in this bill immediately supports rural Maine 
communities by scaling up an already successful program. 

We all know how valuable and productive service corps members are in our state. 
There were over 120 AmeriCorps members in Maine providing services 
throughout the state, meeting the real and pressing needs of Mainers- as a matter of 
fact each and every one of you on the HED Committee represent at least one 
community with an AmeriCorps member and program. An investment in this 
proven model of programming is an investment in our state, the working lands, 
Workforce, economy, and most importantly, the people of Maine. We applaud 
Representative Rielly and Co Sponsors Senator Bennett and Representatives Dana, 
Eaton, Malon and Pluecker for the proposal and opportunity of LD 876 and urge 
support to move this forward. 

I welcome any questions and also invite you to include Volunteer Maine Executive 
Director Brittany Gleixner-Hayat (brittany.Gieixner~Hag/at@maine.gov), Volunteer 
Services Coordinator Maureen Kendzierski (maureen.kendzierski@maine.gov), and 
Commission Chair Luke Shorty (Ishony@gma%i.com) as providers of information, 
experience and expertise now and moving forward. 

Thank you for your time today and for your continued commitment and service as 
citizen legislators. 

Sincerely, 

Jenni Tilton-Flood 

Immediate Past Chair, Volunteer Maine 
207.313.3531 

https ://volunteermaine. gov/ 

jtiltonflood@me.com



Maine Service Fellows 
The Maine Service Fellows program was established to help rural communities by assigning someone to devote 

full-time effort to a critical need. lt recognizes that some communities do not have the municipal or nonprofit 

staff available to research solutions, secure resources, and manage a project These programs attract and retain 

people with a passion for public services and increase opportunities for recent college graduates to learn new 

skills to make a difference. 

Community partnerships submit workplans that address needs related to 

housing, workforce development, climate action, substance use prevention 

and recovery, public health including mental health and COVID-19 recovery. 

Eligible communities are in Aroostook, Franklin, Hancock, Knox, Lincoln, Oxford, 

Piscataquis, Somerset, Waldo, and Washington. Towns in Penobscot County 

that are outside the Greater Bangor region and have populations under 5,000 

are also eligible. 

Funding for the Maine Service Fellows in 2024 came from the Maine 

Volunteer Foundation and a one-time allocation from the state. A new award 

through Resilient Maine, a grant from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration to the Governor's Office of Policy Innovation and the Future, will 

support five positions in 2025. Fellows will assist towns and municipalities with 

developing and/or implementing their Community Resilience Plans (CRP). 

Sam Gilbert: Addressing Energy Efficiency for Homeowners 
Sam Gilbert, highlighted in the 2023 Annual Report finished his term of service in 2024 with the Sipayik 

Resilience Committee, a community group focused on climate action and resilience sen/ing the 

Passamaquoddy Tribe at Sipayik. His assignment was focused on energy etficiency for homeowners. Upon 

completion of service, Sam was grateful forthe opportunity to help his community by improving their energy 

literacy. He shared, "it was a rewarding experience to see my community and neighboring communities work 

together to help each other. l used to count onjust myself, but now I see we can get more accomplished if we 

work together as a team."Upon completion of his service, Sam had a new-found interest in energy efiiciency 

and weatherization and pursued technical training to receive certifications and licensure to conduct energy 

audits. He has an interest in serving his local community as an entrepreneur. 
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